; Wo 8 ** % 


SER MON S 
1 0 


YOUNG MEN: 


Is THREE VOLUMES, 80 ® 


By WILLIAM DODD, LL.D. A | 
Prebendary of Brecon, and Chaplain in Ordinary | 


to His MAjE8TY. 3 
Quod munus reipublicg afferre jus meliusve poſſumut, 5 p 
quam fi docemus, atque erudimus juventutem ? his præſer- % 5 
tim moribus, atque temporibus, quibus ita prolapſa eſt, * — 


ut omnium opibus refrenanda ac coërcenda eſt, Nee vers 
id effici poſſe confido, quod ne poſtulandum quidem eſt, ut 
omnes adoleſcentes fe ad hee ſtudia convertant. Pauei 
utinam ! —quorum tamen in republics late patere poterit 
induſtr.a, Cicznro DE DivixaT. 


LONDON: 


Printed for J. K Nox, and T. CA URTLTL, in 
the Strand. MD CCLXXI. 


5 vi Anal T A. 
yer { boy et er , yore 
Ken 0497559 f 07 93 f ym 
T1999 07 v 27 02 Boqrag yas” t 
23glut os i! cor n wont wy' : woy 
vidguoed; ο we 1 bas not 2 
ot eis Sn; off toy to oda 
get? od mort H tanga hn 07 


" 
* 
„ 


10 
PHILIP STANHOPE. 


AND 


CHARLES ERNST, Eſqrs. 


Aru. nd Lie e 
my promiſe is fulfilled, ob, >. 
with any purpoſe 5 
you: you know me too well to ſuſpect 
the former, and I am too thoroughly 
ſatifie$ of your eſteem and affe&ion, 
to need he ae: But from the time 
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that I determined to publiſh theſe Ser- 
mons, you, who were ſo frequently in my 
view and in my heart, when I compoſed 
them; you, who were the pleaſing witneſſes 
to my writing and preaching the greater 
part of them z you were choſen, you may 


remember, the patrons and 'proteftors 
of them: or rather, they were deſtined, 


to become your conſtant and ſilent 
Monitors, when no longer in a ſitua- 
tion to hear the friendly counſels. and 
remonſtrances of him, who loves You. 
—As ſuch I deliver them into your 
hands, with, my moſt hearty prayers, 
that they may prove effectual to remind 
you of the firſt and greateſt of all duties ies; 
to ſtimulate you to every worthy and” 
laudable action; and to be a kind of 
pledge. from me to ſociety, of thar fu- 
rure uſefulneſs and honour, w which 1 
have ſo often augured from your carly 
virtues and i — Lg ” 
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And allow me, my dear young Friends, 
to ſay, that thoſe virtues and improve»: 
ments are no more than the reaſonable 
expectation, the juſt demand of that 
care and culture, which you have ＋ 
fortunately enjoyed. Happy, peculi - 
arly happy, as in a variety of other 
inſtances, ſo in Lord CuzsTzRPIELD'S 
eſpecial attention; which, though imme» 
diately directed to the good of one, 
hath happily proved of . 
to both. N 


- Anxious to form the Heir of (his 
houſe and hopes, ta every virtue, you 
know, my dear Mr. STannops;'i that. 
great and good man, with more than 
parental tenderneſs, hath ſupplied” you, 
with every means of literary and moral 
improvement. While from his own 


incomparable. pen peu hee mee 


Vol. I. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


u DED IAT I 


incſtimable inſtrudions in that art, w, 

capable to trarh, than himſelf; Fhe 
art of pleaſing- An at, nest ta the | 
higher and eſſentinl dutirs, of prime 
oonſequenee in Ufe ; and chat, in which 
F hope you with excell/ no. leſs than! your 
ſons are before you : Non wilt preſerys 
them as ' lafting monuments of h 
regard: but I truſt, they wil be pre 

ferved ſtill more faithfully on the tables 
of your heart, and be thence tranſcribed 

iritd a lifes and manners, ornamental 
to that diſtinguifhect title - which "you! 
FI ne to _—_ * 5 _ enz 
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4; Art“ will avail ta giue trus dignity 
to che character, or ſolid peace to d 
mind, without an attention to the la 
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of Loi. It has been, my care to 
preſs. this. intereſting topic in che vo- 
lumes now before you. I cannot, deny, 
that che thought of this. publication 
was ſuggeſtetl by the © Sermons! 19 
Young, Women ;“ whoſe ingenious Au- 
the public, for his well judged an 
well executed deſign. I have not at» 
tempted} to imitate his manter, for you 
know my opinion on the ſubject of 
Imitation. Every man certainly ſhould 
be left to his own mode. That of. the 
Author of the Sermons to young Women 
is peculiarly his own ; and they would 
hazard much, in my mind, who ſhould 
attempt to copy it, Beſides, there is 


poſed for the po, and for the puipia 
Mine were writtew principally for the 


lauer; many of rhe Jong; befors wie 
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Women; for 1 always thought a pecus 
liar attention due to the younger part 


of my congregation. But on reading 
thoſe Sermons, it occurred to me, that 


a ſet of plain practical Diſcourſes to 
Young Men, might be uſeful and ac- 
ceptable. I collected therefore, and 
reviſed what I had before written 
and ſupplying what was neceſſary to 
complete my plan, here, my young 
Friends, I commit them to the world, 
under your protection and patronage. 
Conſcious of the rectitude of my purpoſe, 
and of my ſincere wiſhes to promote the” 
cauſe of virtue and piety, I feel no ſol - 
licitude reſpecting their reception; but, 
with our favourite RoMan, in the title 
page, ſhall always think I act a proper 
part, by applying my little abilities to 
the inſtruction and improvement of our 


publication 2 the Sermons to young i 


oa 


= ©  RWEPp & 2 <5 @ = we 


< 


<< SY DB 


LTI _n 
DEDICATION. vl 


youth, in duries of * omen 
to themſelves and others. 


Every virtuous youth farmed for the 
public is a bleſſing to it; the more va 
luable, as the ſphere of his action is moro 
elevated and extenſive. Let me flatter 
myſelf then, my dear young Friends, that, 
whatever may be the fruits of my writ- 
ten labours, ſociety will have cauſe to 
applaud thoſe labours with reſpect to 
You ; that, fraught with every noble 
ſentiment, you will, the one in an ex- 
alted, . the other, in an inferior, but it 
may be, not leſs uſeful ſtation, endea- 
vour to excel and ſhine forth, as friends 
to mankind ! Friends to each other, 
I perſuade myſelf, you will continue: 
through life: and how pleaſing and ad- 
vantageous ſuch a Friendſhip is, you have 
23 
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the ſubject, I hope, will be but 4 com 
ment on your future lives, 


at 
to ſee thoſe lives happy and honourable, 
excelling in virtue, abounding in repu- 
tation. : to ſee you great in the public, 
and bleſt in the private ſtation ; to ſee 
you. what all your friends fo ardently 
with, and what all their care ſo juſtly 
claim; I could. then, with as much fin- 
believer af old, beg for a difmiffion from 
this world, and cloſe my eyes in peace 
and thankfulneſs. Nor ſhall I, nor ſhall 
thoſe who love you, be diſappointed of 
this hope z for you have ingenuous 
hearts, and will never throw away of 
abuſe the Gngular and diſtinguiſhed ad- 
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vantages, Which Pres IP 
provides for. you. . 4 * j 4244 61 1 
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I am, 
a vr dear young friends aid pupils 
, | 
. with unaterable regard and affection 
: Tour ever faithful,” tg 
. wnd mot Gere fend. * 
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SERMON T. 


Introductory Diſcourſe, On the Advantages 


PROVERBS viii: 17. 


I love "them that love me : and theſe who. ſeek me 
chars 


HAT the religion of Chriſt is, beyond 
| all others, calculated to produce pri- 
vate and public felicity, no man, acquainted' 
with that religion, can doubt : and that, con» 
ſequently, it is the intereſt, as well as the 
duty of every individual, to recommend the” 
practice of this divine religion. Poffibly it 
was never more neceſſary to do ſo, than at 
preſent; when, from cauſes too many, and 
perhaps too invidious to enumerate, Chriſtian 
Piety grows out of faſhion, while infidelity, 
enthuſiaſm, and immorality, triumphantly 
raiſe themſelves upon its well-nigh ſubverted 
toundations, Theſe" are in the ſame degree 
deſtructive to a ſtate, as true and rational re · 
Vor. I. B 2 
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ligion is advantageous to it; and therefore 
are to be diſcountenanced in the ſame pro- 
portion as the latter is to be cheriſhed, en- 
couraged, and honoured, | 


One of the beſt and moſt infallible methods 
to obtain this great end, is a ſolicitous atten- 
tion to the right and Early Inſtrution of 
young minds; from the neglect of which al- 
moſt all public and private evils proceed, 
Though it is pleaſing to reflect, that we have 
ſome illuſtrious examples of the high advag- 
tages ariſing from early good impreſſions ; yet 
is it a truth too notorious to be denied, and 
too important to be deſpiſed, that an almoſt 
general neglect of early and religious cultiva- 
tion prevails: And if the fountain be pol- 
luted, how ſhall pure ſtreams flow from it? 


In this view of things we may, with con- 
| cern, obſerve the buſineſs of that writer but 
it too much done for him, who, with the moſt 
i ſubtle hoſtility againit the religion of Chriſt, 
| and, we may add with confidence, againſt the 
felicity of ſtates, exhorts to a total neglect op 
of religious impteſſions; and, paradoxically, 
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enough, would leave the young untutored 
mind to the blind guidance of corrupted na- 
ture ! -A finiſhing ſtroke, reſerved for this 
champion of infidelity] for, was the advice 
purſued, it requires no ſagacity to diſcern 
whither-1t would lead: men would ſoon be 
reduced to that wild unſocial ftate, ſo much 
admired by this ſpritely, but um | 


writer, 


It ſhould be remarked, however, that theſe 
ſentiments are diametrically oppoſite to thoſe 
of the wiſe, in all ages and countries of the 
world. The importance of a right educa» 
tion hath abundantly proved itſelf by the 
ſolicitude of all prudent parents, and well re · 
gulated ſtates, to give ſuch education to their 
children and members, Indeed, this hath 
commonly been made a criterion of their 
wiſdom and policy; and the excellence of 
commonwealths hath been frequently eſti- 
mated by theic care or neglect of their youth. 


And as the ſentiments of this writer thus 
oppoſe the general opinion of mankind, fo are 


* See Rouſſeau's EMιIuν. ane 
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5 SERMON I. 
they in direct contradiction to thoſe recom- 
mended in ſcripture. Moſes, in the ſtrongeſt 
manner, commands fathers to inſtruct their 
children from their earlieſt years; and in Eli 
we have a fearful example of parental negli- 
gence. The wiſe Man recommends that chil- 
dren ſhould be accuſtomed to the yoke from 
their infancy ; and St. Paul frequently exhorts 
parents to teach and admoniſh their children: 
a practice unqueſtionably right, upon every idea 
of the human mind. For were that mind, 
what ſome would ſuppoſe, a mere tabula raſa 
upon its firſt coming into the world, a pure 
and perfect blank, without one ſingle impreſ- 
fion ; who can deny that it would de right, 
that it would be humane and wiſe, to make, 
in the earlieſt moments, thoſe impreffions 
upon it, which long and careful experience 
hath proved to be juſt in themſelves, and ad- 
vantageous in their conſequences ? 


a a © 3 GG .m> an a 
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But when we are taught from divine reye- 
Jation that this idea of the foul is groundleſs ; 
when we are aſſured from thence, that the 
human mind is corrupt and prone to evil, 
a truth to which we ourſelves muſt daily bear 


SERMON L 5 
ample teſtimony : it decomes, in this view, 
a duty of the higheſt importance; nay, I will 
add, of the tendereſt humanity, early to ſup- 
ply the infant mind with ſuch maxime, as 
may prove a ſufficient bias to the corruption 
of its nature, and enable it, through divine 
grace, to continue ſtedfaſt in the 4 
virtue. 
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But, 3 to ſet forth the importance 
of religious and. early culture, and ns an ln · 
trodud ion to ſome diſcourſes more efpecially 
deligned, my v0UNG- FRIENDS, to promote 
your eſtabliſhment. and progreſs in piety and 
virtue, I propoſe to ſhew, That thoſe who 
enjoy the ſingular benefit of à pious educa- 
tion, have the greateſt probability of ſucceſs 
and perſeverance in their courſe ; that they 
are aſſured of the divine protection and aſſiſ- 
tancez and that many ſiriking advantages, 
with many ſolid and durable comforts, are the 
certain conſequences of ſuch an. education. 
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I. That there is the greateſd probability of 
ſucceſs in their courſe, who are eatly dedi - 
cated to the ſervice of. religion, is the firſt 

By 


8 SERMON LIL 
point to be ſhewn. Now, it admits of ne 
| doubt, that of two travellers, who have the 
ſame journey to go, He is much more likely 
to accompliſh it, who, riſing betimes in the 
| morning, 'ſets out in all the livelineſs and vi- 
i gour of his ſtrength, than he, who drowſily 
| ſleeps till noon, and in the heat and toil of 
i the day can ſcarce drag his feeble feet along. 
It admits of no doubt but that He, who from 
a child hath known thoſe ſcriptures, whoſe 
character, ſuperlatively excellent beyond that 
of all other books, is, that “ they are able to 
1% make wiſe unto ſalvation, thro' faith which 
4 js in Jeſus Chriſt;— that He, who, from a 
child, hath been taught to read and to reve- 
rence, toithink and to act by thoſe ſcriptures: 
it admits of no doubt, but that ſuch a one will 
be infinitely more likely to perſevere in the 
path of right, than he, who, unacquainted ' 
with the wiſdom of God, is left to the ran- 
dom purſuits of an unſettled mind, and the 


ſtrang bias of corrupted paſſions. 


Good principles and habits, early imbibed 
and formed, are of ſuch power, that they 
will ſcarcely permit a wide deviation from 
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right z and their checks are ſo ſoreible and 


prevalent, that they can never be brought to 
a ſatisfactory acquieſcence in wrong. Good 
principles, it is true, may be for ſome time 
ſuppreſſed; but, like elaſtic bodies, altho 
they may be kept down a while by ſuperior 
preſſure, yet will they be continually upon 
21 


every weight. 


II. But not merely from this natural ten- 
dency of early and right principles, is a pro 
bability of perſeverance in virtue reaſonable: 
As Chriſtians we have higher grounds w hereon 
to build hopes of ſucceſs, For as no good 
either is or can be perſected in the human 
mind, without almighty grace, ſo 'we have 
the moſt ſolid aſſurance of that divirie aſſiſ- 
tance, when, in our early days, we carefully 
cheriſh the influences of God's holy ſpirit: - 
and thus, from the morning to the noop of 
life, are diligent to ſeek for that celeſtial gueſt, 
who by the moſt facred promiſe hath declared, 
e love them that love me; and thoſe who” 

« ſeek me early ſhall find me.” | 
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wo us that love, invaluable beyond contep · 
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Nor is this only a Promiſe 3 it i the mol 
edndeſcending call from the Lord of Win 
dom; inviting us to his love, by propoſing 


tion, in return for the narrow and whiequal 
tribute of our love to Him: I love them 
„ that love Me.” We well know how 
perſuaſive this motive of affection is in hus 


man nature. Love uſually begets love ;. 4 


we cannot fail to value and eſteem thoſe, who, 
dy all means in their power, teſtify their va- 
lue and efteem for us: And the great Lot 
of the univerſe, that Lord who is love itfelf, 
is pleaſed to declare himſelf thus affeRed' to · 
wards us. Our love vo Him ſhall be repaid, 
and, oh how abundantly repaid !—-repait 
by His love to us! We cannot, therefore, 
doubt, but that when, from the firſt dawnings 
of reafon, from the firſt openings' of the 
thinking mind, we offer up all the firſt-fruits 
of our young affections to Him ; we cannot 
doubt, but that His tender love will be diſ 
played towards us, in an eſpecial degree; 
that the dew of his kindly favour will foſter, 
and fully expand in the faireſt glow, the fine 
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flower, which in its bud was profented as * 
humble ſacrifice to Him. 


And as this promiſe of God's love to us is 
a ſtrong argument for our perſeverance in the 
right path, ſo is it the beſt and moſt awakening 
encouragement of our love to Him. For only 
reflect a moment, my young friends, hat un 
inexpreflible blefling, what an invaluable 
privilege, what an unſpeakable comfort it 
is, to be loved by the Lord of men ant an- 
gels; by the eternal King of heaven and 
earth ; by the Father of mercies, and the 
Author of all good ; by the Lord God Al- 
mighty, who ruleth in the armies of heu- 
ven, and amongſt the inhabitants of earth, 
and none can ſtay His hand, or ſay unto- 
„ Him, what doeſt Thou“ To be loved 
by Him, whoſe wonderous power created, 
whoſe unfathomable mercy redeemed, whoſe 
infinite grace guides, ſatQifies, preſerves us 
so be loved by Him who is eſſential love, 
deauty, goodneſs, power | in whoſe preſence 
is life; from whoſe right hand are poured 
inexhauſtible treaſures of felicity and glory ! 
What can they want, what need they fear, 
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what may not they hope, who are m— 
ſuch a God, and ſuch a Father | 


Thus, from the natural tendency of early 
and right principles, and from the certain 
aſſurance of the divine afliſtance and protec» 

tion, there is the greateſt probability of their 
| ſucceſs and perſeverance, who ſet out early in 
a virtuous and religious courſe, 


IE 

III. But I am to ſhew further, that hence 
ariſe many ſtriking advantages. One of theſe, 
and the only one which I ſhall mention at pre · 
ſent, is, that thus the firſt tincture is given 
to the mind, the firſt bias to the affections; 
that hereby right habits and right princi- 
ples get the firſt poſſeſſion, and preſerve the 
inclination and practice from thoſe warping 
and deſtruQive cuſtoms and opinions, which 
it is difficult to bend again, and reduce to 
their original and neceſſary ſtraitneſs. The 
young twig, which, in its firſt planting, re- 
ceived an improper bent, muſt be carefully 
tended while capable of infleQion, or the 
tree will grow up ill-ſhaped and crooked, as 
the twig was firſt inclined, We all know 
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how ſtrong are the prepoſſeſſions and preju- 
dices of education, ill prepoſſeſſions and un- 
happy prejudices j and we may be perfectly 
ſatisfied, that good prepoſſefſions and preju- 
dices are equally prevalent and powerful. It 
is well ſaid by one of the ancients, « The 
« caſk long retains the ſmell of the liquor 
« with which it was firſt ſeaſoned 9. In- 
deed, an early knowledge of virtue and reli- 
gion, and impreſſions of a proper ſort made 
upon the mind, when the mind is moſt ſuſ- 
ceptible of impreſſion, will ſcarce ever be 
eraſed z but rather will continue to ſtrengthen 
and improve, as the mind improves und 
ſtrengthens, and to produce all thoſe happy 
conſequences, which, are the * of pure” 
and undefiled * A1 


1 


, 


The mind of man 1 90 ative, and un * 


happily, through the corruption of our na- 
ture, ſo prone to evil, that, there is no doubt, 


evil propenſities, like tares, will plentifully 
ſpring up, and evil — neceſſarily fol- 
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low, where virtuous and religious cultuss 
is negleted, For the mind of. man, in 
ſame degree, reſembles that earthy, which, 
after his fall, he was deſtined: with las 
bour to cultivate ; and which muſt be caro- 
fully attended to, diligently. cleanſed from 
weeds, properly planted and ſown, if we de- 
ſire a rich, and plentiful: produce: but if 
negleted, noxious weeds will ſpring up 
choke the ground, and render it at onoe un- 
pleaſant and unprofitable: Soy negleRt the 
culture of the human mind; and it will afs 
ſuredly-produce a plentiſul / crop of vices, um · 
pleafant and unprofitable: And. how Hurd 
taſk will it bo nay if! to! divine grace all 
things were not poſſible, we might'ſay;, how 
impoſſible a taſk | to root out and ſubdue this 
overſpreading harveſt of evil | How difficult 
it is to gain the ſuperiority over habit und 
cuſtoms, even in the. moſt trifling/ motters, 
no man is ignorant; but to ſubdue babits- 
which have long lived with us, and. gained- 
our approbation z habits of vice, to Which 
ſenſual affeftions have annexed pleaſure in Wl "i 
the gratification z totally to. alter. our con- 
duct , ta gluck out the right eye of a darling 
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Juſt, to cut aff the right-hand} of a graft ble: 
in, oh, how arduous,, how painful Yet, 
if we would be the ſervants of Chiiſt, and 
gain the kingdom of: heaven, this is our iv 
iſpenſable duty, where ſuch criminal habits. 
and vices have got the fway, Here, then, 
we diſcern the unſpeakable advantage of 
early good habits: and; principles j which, pre». 
ſerving us in the rand of duty, ſecure us from 
this moſt difficult, if not, in ſome. caſts, in» 
poſſi ble taſſa, of correfting vicious habit, 
and amending corrupted cuſfters and no- 
tions, which, through long poſſt ſuon become. 
intimate to mem almot; as themſelves. 
Early Piety, therefore, le of the higheſt pro». 
fit, in this, ſingle views 88: it | tends. to keen 
ws ſtedſaſt in the duty we owa to God, out 
neighbour, and ourſelves z ta make. our ſal» 
vation probable and, eaſy, Which evil habits. 
render in many eaſet deſperate, in. every caſe 
difficult, g | 


But not leſs comfortable. than,advantageaus. 
will tha eacly dedication. of, ourſelves. to God. 
be found. To be. potfeälly ſatia bed of this, , 


let us take a brief views, my young friends, of. 


GL SFSaSCAaCSEESS Pep STTEFFEES 


. heppineſs to themſelves, by walking in the 
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the miſeries ariſing from the practice of vet, 
of the pleaſures reſulting from the practice of 
virtue. All vice is, and ever muſt be, accom 
panied with uneaſineſs, pain, and ſorrow, for 
this plain reaſon 3 becauſe M is in immediate 
contradition to the nature and end of min 
Viee way, originally, no way connected with 
the human nature : man was created perfe 
thro' envy of the Tempter came death, ity fore 
runner fin, and Its attendant ſorrow, Sorrow, 
ſin, and death, have from: thenceforth been 
inſeparable companions 3 and men way as 
well hope to find ſativfaftion, and to ſecure 


midſt of a flery furnace, as by walking in 
the peſtilent and contagious haunts of vice. 
If we refle& only a little further, that man 
was created for God, and that Cod is a 
being of infinite and unſullied purity, and 
therefore perfectly happy, we muſt be con- 


vinced that vice, as being at the utmoſt di» 


ſtance from Him who is holineſs and happi- 
neſi, can be only productive of miſery, This 
too is equally — from the immediate con- 
trarlety of vice to the health and the peace 
of human nature: diſeaſes, terrible in ſort, 
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and countleſs in number, croud the monſter's 
train : diſquietude and inward diſmay, quar« 
rels, outward offences, and contentions, are 
her never · falling attendants. But, above all, 
if we conſider not only that vice is con- 
trary to our own nature, to the nature of 
our God, to health, and to peace, butyaſy 
virulent in Its nature, ſo offenſive and deep lu 
Its gullt, - that it cauſed the only begotten Son 
of God to be put to ſhame, and to dle upon 
the croſs for a world of ſinners j It will appear 
abundantly evident, that an early dedication 
of ourſelves to God, cannot fall to be com» 
fortable, ns preſerving vs from that miſery, 
which is the inevitable conſequence of fin, 


But when, on the other hand, you take a 
view of the bleflings and pltaſures reſulting 
from the practice of virtue and religion, you 
will never be inticed from the fair and bleſſed 
path, by any allurements of vice, by any 
ſeduQions of evil, | 


For, early initiated into the delightful road 
to heaven, you will find that road, the fur- 
ther you advance upon it, the more pleaſany 
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and bliſaful. The ſenſe of Qod's favour ant 
love will diffuſe an unſpeakable ſerenity aver 
your ſouls, 'The conſciqulneſs that you ary 
ating that part for which the All-wifh 
formed aud designed you, that you are tres 
velling, hortelived pilgrims, through a. wills 
gderneſs of trial, to an happy Cansan of con- 
ſummate teſt: This will fl your ſouls with 
conſtant thankſgiving and chearfulneſ ; and 
enable you, with à tight lowly and grateful 


beart, to paſs the time of our ſojourniug here 


below. Your beucſtcent and becoming con ; 
duct, will, in a great meaſute, endear you 
to your (elow-creatures, or at leaſt tor (ch 
as you Would maſt, wiſh to be dear to, the 
virtuous and the good; and every circum- 
Gangs in life, will thug bg rendered. oafy. 
Is. Adverſizy. your lot; doch the hand 
of heaven, lie. bard. upon you, to prove 
your faith, and enhance your. future, rewand? 
yaur prigcinles and due regard to religian, 
will render adverſity itſelf the ſchaal aß viz» 
tue, and enable you to ſay, with all the 
bunilicy of ehild⸗like refgnation 3 It is ihe 
Lo, let him do what ſeemeth him good,“ 

n the other fide, Hould Profyeritys from 


plea( 
will. 
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the God of alt evente, crown and attend 
you 3 ſhould greatneſs and riches aecompany 
you the ſweets of domeſtic fellelty ſurround 
vott, ind the Wends" of men” bow down to 
you I Nerf wid refed : The fame 70 
(ous priveipies will tilt prevett to gavedy 
you oy well fon this ſun-hinyy 
„ from tw former chilling blase. They 
will tegen you Wiſely to uſe your proſperityy 
to confidey yourſelves av ſtewards of thay 
God, ſrom vyhom you have reed aH thirige,” 
2rd to hem you muſt one day render up 
am account : they will protect you ay well 
ſcom elation,, preſumption, and price, in 
this ſts, \ov from dejetiony/ mermuringy 
and complaint in me former. 


In fort, the eurly knowledge of, and * 
perſeyoring ende ter th grew! thuths of 
the goſpel of Chriſt, vill teach you · eotenx it 
every ſtation + will enable you to ſai throw 
life witW"as much enſe and ſerenity, ap rhe 
he Wl unavoidable dificultiee of this tranſitory face 
he vin admit; will give to your mind the pureſt 
|,” WI pleaſures; and moſt fatisfuctory enjoyinetitey 
m If vill make you's comfort t-yourſplves, o'bleſs 
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fing to your friends, and above all, a bleſs 
ſing and an ornament to ſociety. a 


Such are ſome of the comforts, the ads» 
vantages of Early Piety z many more might 
eaſily be enumerated, . I muſt not however 
paſs over one comfort, one advantage, its 
which I am perſuaded no generous or feeling 
heart can be inſenſible. The comfort, I 
mean, my young friends, of crowning the 
kind care of your parents z the advantage of 
bleſſing their tender and heart-felt ſolicitude 
for your ſakes. Could you be ſenſible. of 
the anxious thoughts, the leepleſs nights, 
the watchful days, which they have paſſed for 
you ; could you be ſenſible of the bleeding 
fears, the affectionate hopes, and all the un- 
utterable concern which throbs in the parental 
breaſt; a ſympathetick gratitude would fill 
your fouls, and you would think it your 
higheſt happineſs, as, be ſure, it is your in- 
diſpenſible duty, by every poſſible means to 
make them ſome amends; and to ſooth the 
decline of their days, by all the lenient 
aſſuaſives of filial piety and love. And oh! 

how exquiſitely comfortable, how divinely 
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pleaſing, “ to rock the cradle of declining 
age ;“ to return the unſpeakable obligations of 
parental care: to tend the bed of the lan- 
guiſhing and affetionate parent j and to draw 
from their trembling lips, « bleſſing on the 
day which made them parents, which gave 
them children to afford ſuch conſolation, mn 


the hour of greateſt need | 
Let the er parent look to that hour — | 
to the hour, when age and infirmities ſhall 


oppreſs N z to the years when life begins to 
grow dark and cold ; and let him conſult his 
own heart, whether then, he would be {lighted 

diſregarded, diſhonoured ; would have hi 

aged boſom torn with the vices and follies of 
his children; or would then be reverenced, 
eſteemed, conſulted, attended, and have a per- 
petual pleaſure in their wiſe and regular con- 
duct.— And as he. finds that heart reply, ſo 
let him * for the ſake of his own happineſs” 

form the minds of his children tb virtue and 
religion. 


Let him further lock to thoſe children, 
either, on the one hand, as filling up their 
Cy - 
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ſtations in ſociety with hongur to themſelves, 
and emolument to mankind; or, as diſgracing 
their birth by uſeleſs, ſhameleſs, and immort- 
al lives; a reproach to their family, and 3 
nuiſence tothe commonyealth: and © for the 
Jake of his country,” let him carefully jnprove 
zhe young wing, by implanting thoſe prin- 
ciples which are the anly ſoundatign of mtal 


obcdience. 


Byt let the tender parent look further ſtill to 
bis children, as members of an eternally happy, 
ar eternally miſerable ſtate: let him contem- 

plate them, either ag reproaching him, - amidſt 
the fearful torments of that doleful manſion; 
where peace, and reſt, and hope which comes 
to all, ſhall never come z—reproaching the 
wretched Author of their birth, as the cauſe 
of their unutterable diſtreſs, through his fatal 
neglect of their pious and early inſtruction: 
Qr, on the other hand, let him behold the 
children which God hath given him an earth 
joyfully approaching with himfelf *the throne 
of glory; while with humble confidence, he 
can thankfully preſent them, and ſay, ** Be» 


bold, Lord, of thoſe whom thau haſt girep 
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me, I have loſt none: carefully and early in- 
ſtructed in the duty which they owed to 
thee, and to their ſellow-creatures, they 
perſevered faithful unto the end; and now 
Thou wilt beſtow upon them the rewards 
of everlaſting life.” Let the parent con- 
template this contraſt 3 let him confider him- 
ſelf as the father of immortals, whofe eternal 
fate depends upon his ditigence and early cul- 
ture, and can n want motives to exert every 
probable effort to fave from perdition, to blefs. 
with conpledt ſul vation, the children which. 
God bath given —_ 


Trery motive dlawistes to this duty: our 
owt happineſs, and what is dearer often to- 
aſfectionate parents, the happineſs of their 
beloved offspring ! And not only theſe, but 
the happineſs alſo of feciety, which. immedi- 
ately depends upon the right education of 
youth, eſpecially of thofe try the more exalted 
ſpheres of life, Their fuperior ſtations, call 
them- to tie moſt important duties for their 
country; and from their example and autho- 
rity, if virtuo us, the bigheſt bleflingsz if 
vicious, the moſt deſtruNive.cvils muſt "_— 

+ 
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But how ſhould the example of thoſe deſerve 
imitation, who themſelves in early life, have 
had no good examples before them, nor been 
inſtructed in thoſe ſentiments, which give 
uniformity to conduct, and to authority re» 
ſpet? For they who are not accuſtomed, 
to bear the yoke in their youth; who are 
then undiſciplin'd in the principles of piety 
and religion; who are uninſtructed in the 
relations which they bear to God, and their 
fellow-creatures z_ uninſtructed in the trus 
fate of their own ſouls, the frailty and weak · 
neſs of their nature in general; the juſtice, 
humanity, and benevolence they owe ta all 
mankind ; the certainty of that death, which 
levels all diſtinctions; and of that judgement,, 
from which no earthly diſtinction can pro- 
cure a diſcharge : Such, however their Un- 
derſtandings may be improved, if their Hearts 
be thus neglected, and leſt to ſtagnate on the 
lees of depraved affections, will, certainly, 


not only be found a burden to ſociety, but a 
miſery to themſelves, and a curſe to their 
parents: And it will be fruitleſs to expect 
elevation of thought, and greatneſs of action 
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from thoſe, who neither fear God, reverence 
themſelves, or love their fellow-creatures, 27 


As therefore the importance of early and 
right culture is ſo great, may God inſpire 
every -order of men amongſt us with an 
anxious ſollicitude to bleſs mankind, theme 
ſelves, and their children, by affording thoſe 
children ſuch an education ; and may His 
grace and afliftance, crown the patriotic en- 
deavours of all, who thus eminently eonſult 
for the piety and happineſs of the ſucceeding 
generation | may that generation, riſe up to 
honour and ſerve Him: may they prove a 
comfort to their parents, a bleſfing to them» 
ſelves, an ornament to the community : good 


children, good ſubjects, good chriſtians, : 
— Jeſus Chriſt, &c. 


t THIS Sermon, W been 
many places, and on different occaſions, the 
Author is glad of the preſent opportunity to 
gratify the requeſt of thoſe who have fre- 
quently called for it: But, as thoſe who 
have heard it at ſome places, may poſlibly 
remember the Rules of Advice,” with 
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which it was occaſionally coneluded ; and 
may be diſappointed, if they find them not 
here; it is thought proper to ſubjoin them &« 
inſtead of Anzcdetes,, which will be affixed « 
to the following diſcourſes, in order to im- 4 
preſs the ſubject of them mare forcibly. 4 


RKourxs or Apvics To PARENTS 3 


In care, reproof, correction, audi en- 
© couragement, huſband and wife ſhould act 
6 3n perfect concert. Teach your childeen 
« ſubmiſſion to yourſelves, or you will be « 
& able to teach them notbing beſide. Re- 
„ move all bad examples, far as poſſihle 60 
„ from their ſight. Underſtand youſſelves, I «. 
6 what you would have your children un- 
« derſtand : be yourſelves, what you would T 
& have your children be: do yourſelves, 
& what you would have your children prae- 
&© tice: parents are the original models, aste r 
* which children farm their tempers ang 
* behaviaur, Guadually infuſe into the 
„ empty mind the cleareſt and moſt affect 
© ing nations of God, his emnipreſeace, 40 


® See * Advice to a Daughter, and the « RefieQians on. 40 
Death.“ 
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« almighty power, his goodneſs, and over- 
* ruling proridence, his regard to  pioys 
% men, his hearing and anſwering prayer. 
« Impreſs theſe things upon the tender 
« ſpirit, and fix them by ſcripture ipſtances ; 
« as of Noah, Abraham, Joſiab, the Iſraclites 
e pallage trough the Red Sea, their being 
fed with manna: the deliverance af Dagiel x- 
« tha thres children, and the like, Let 
them ſtequemily hear ſerious diſcourſe up- 
on raligious, and heavenly ſobjects ; they 
ill liſten, and catch the ſame ſpirit, Shew 
* them the vanity of the world, the frailty 
« of the body, the fall and carruptian of 
„our natute, the dignity and infinite worth 
« of the ſay}, Shew them what hach been 
« done far that foul, and make them gc- 
% quajoted with: the deep riches of redecm- 
„ing grace, Often inculgzte, that they 
ate made not ta live here below, but in 
„the glorious and cterngl- world above: 
and that they are bere, only to have their 
4 virtue tried and exerciſed, that they may 
bo fit ta live far ever in Heaven, Habituate 
them ta ſanctify the fabbath ; to eftrem 
« highly the word of Gad, to reverence his 
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« ordinances, and to reſpect his miniſter, 


« And be careful; that, with all religious 
« inſtrution they imbibe a ſpirit of unl. 
« yerſal candor, goodneſs, and charity ; 
« far from the wildneſe of enthuſiaſm, u 
„from the narrowneſs of ſuperſtition and 
« bigotry, Addreſs their underſtanding, 
© encourage their enquiries, and uſe them 
« betimes to think, and to reaſon, Repre- 
« ſent Vice, in its true, that lu, in the moſt 
« odious, Virtue, in its true, that is, the 
% moſt amiable colours, Eſpecially, gl 
« them a deep ſenſe of truth and integrity; 
and an abhorrence of all manner of ful 
4% hood, fraud, craft, ſubterfuge, and dif- 
« ſimulation, as baſe and diſhonourable, and 
« highly diſpleaſing to God. You cannot 
© cheriſh veracity too much, Never be 
© ſevere for any fault they ingenuouſly ac- 
% knowledge z but, while you are con- 
 « vincing them of the wrong they have 
« done, honour and commend them for the 
« truth they have ſpoken, Give them a low 
&« opinion of ſplendor and ſhow, and deceive 
« them not into wrong thoughts of them- 


« ſelves, by gaudy, external ornaments. 
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« Teach them to reverence the human na» 
« ture, even in the pooreſt of ſpecies; ſuf- 
« fer them not to treat any with contempt z 
« but cheriſh a ſpirit of benevolence and 
« compaſſion, gentleneſs, and modeſty, 
« Check a pert, bold, forward behaviour z it 
« may grow up into an unruly, diſſolute in- 
« ſolence, Suffer them not to be men and 
« women, but as years and underſtanding _ 
« allow; Children are by no means fit to 

« govern themſelyes, or to direct others. 
« [nure them to diligence and cloſe applica-, 
« tion (properly intermix'd with diverſion 
«and play) when they are ſtrong enough to 
« apply to learning; and let them want no 
« advantage of increaſing in knowledge and 
« wiſdom, which you can procure, and they 
* can improve ; for this will be a benefit to 
them, ſuperior, perhaps, to any other you 
% may have to beſtow. Great care is to be 
e taken, if they are placed out for education, 
„in the choice of an inſtructor ; and, in- 
« deed, great is the difficulty attending ſuch 
« a choice, Your ſtudy, however, ſhould 
te be to find one, who regards the morals of 
te the children under his care, not leſs than 
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« the profit accruing from them whe 
« conſiders the education of children, not 
« merely as a trade, whereby to get bread, 
« but us an important truſt, whereof he muſt 
« one day give a ſolemn account ; and thete- 


« fore will be conſcientioufly diligent "to 


« teach them thofe maxims of virtue and 
«© relipion, which wilt always make a man 
« 4 good citizen, and a good chriſtian 
« which are better characters, (if they are 
% to he feparated,) than a good ſcholar, or 
« a wife worldling.” 


If you proceed thus, you may reſt 9 
thut your fincere and pfons endeavours wi 
not be in vain, The nature of tings, and 
ele promiſe of God, inſure ſucceſs, 
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THE FATAL CONSEQUENCES 


YOUTHFUL DEVIATIONS AND EXCESS, 
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The fatal Conſequences of youthful Devia- 
tions and Exceſs, 


LU K E xv. 13. 


And not many days after, the younger ſon gathered 
all together, and took his journey into a far 
cntry, and there waſted bis ſubflance with 
11:t0us living, 


T* E parable of the prodigal is no lefs 
beautiful and pathetic, than it is in- 
ſtructive and conſolatory. It ſets befo:e us, 
in the moſt ſtriking view, the progreſs and 
fatal conſequence of vice, on one hand ; and 
on the other, the paternal readineſs of our 
Almighty Father to receive the returning 
penitent to pardon and mercy. It is pecu- 
liarly inſtruQtive to Youth ; and would be- 
come very inſtrumental to preſerve them 
from the pernicious allurements of fin and 
folly, if they would ſeriouſly reflect upon it; 
if they would contemplate, in the example of 
the prodigal before them, the nature and the 
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effects of thoſe vices, which brought him to 
extreme diſtreſs, and which will ever bring 
to diſtreſs all thoſe who indulge them. 


We have ſeen, in the foregoing ſermon, 
the many and great advantages, which will 
follow from an early attachment to the paths 
of piety and virtue. It may therefore be pro- 
per, before we enter upon the delineation of 
particular duties, to contemplate the oppoſite 
ſcene; to review, by way of contraſt, the 
fatal conſequences, which naturally ſpring 
from youthful deviations and exceſs ; to mark 


the progreſs of the thoughtleſs and vicious 
young man's ruin, as emphatically defcribed in 


the parable, —That thoſe of you, my beloved 
young friends, who have not yet launched 
out into the world, and have been thus far 


happily ſecured from the dire contagion of 


iniquity, may perſevere, admoniſhed by 
the example, in the happy paths of ſobriety 


and religion :!—— That thoſe of you, who 


have made any falſe ſteps, and have turned 
afide at all from theſe bappy paths, may, at 
leaſt, check your progreſs ; may ſtand ſtill, 


and conſider wh:t the iſſue of a further ad- 
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vance will be; and may return, warned by 
the unavoidable dangers, to the ways of 
virtue and truth: Ways, which never 
youth repented that he had early and dili> 
gently trod; though thouſands have fad: 
cauſe to repent that they ever forſook them, 
io ruined health, ruined fortune, ruined re 
putation, ruined peace and hope ! God Al- 
mighty forbid, that this ſhould be the caſe of 
any amongſt you ! Oh | may his grace pre- 
ſerve and protect you! And let me entreat, 
as no motive, but an earneſt wiſh for 
your real welfare, could induce me to lay 
theſe truths before you, let me therefore en- 
treat, that you will give them a ſerious bear- 
ing now, and an impartial conſideration af- 
terwards, And if what is offered doth not 
approve itſelf to be conducive to your beſt 
preſent and future happineſs, rejeR and deſpiſe 
it : but if reaſon, experience, and religion, all 
unite to atteſt the truth; reſiſt not theſe, but 
make me happy,—rather, make your beloved 
parents and friends happy, by chuſing that 
better part j which we wiſh to recommend to 
your choice, ſor this ſingle reaſon only, becauſe 
it will infallibly produce your * 
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The younger ſon in the parable thought 


not ſo: the experience and advice of his 


father were by no means ſufficient for him: 


he thought himſelf much wiſer, no doubt, 
than the preaching old man; and heard, as is 
ofien the caſe with youth, his good father's 
counſels with a weary and painful attention; 
ſuppoling, that he wiſhed to with-hold him 
from happineſs. Vain and unthinking | as if 
a tender parent would ever grudge his child 
any true and proper ſatisfaAion. The young 
man was determined, however, to judge for 
himſelf; and to be wiſe by his own experience. 
Pride had got footing in his heart ; and now 
impaticnt of parental dominion, and anxious 
for independence, he requeſts his father to 
pive him that independence, The good 
man, wearied, perhaps, by his importunities, 


grants him his wiſh, and permits him to 


inake the hazardous trial, 


No ſooner is he in poſſeſſion of the portion 
allotted him, than he haſtes away with it, 
far from the preſence of that indulgent parent, 
who poſſibly, by much fatigue and much 
anxiety had procured this fortune for his ſon: 
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And now, all his parental love and care is re- 
paid by a baſe deſertion of bim, by an 
ungrateful removal from his preſence ; Which, 
indeed, could not fail to be itkſome to a 
young. man, determined upon a courſe of 
gaiety,—as, no doubt, he would call a life of 
diſobedience to his - father ,—deſtruQion... to 
himſelf, and contempt of his n * 
ſuch was the liſe * led. 


He fell into a courſe of riot and 1 
lity, indulging all thoſe youthful luſts, which, 
in the heat of blood, are fancied the ſole en- 
joyments, are called the only , pleaſures! 
Prodigality and riotous living neceſſatily infer 
idleneſs, foppery, and bad company of every 
ſort; and wha is there proof againſt theſe ? 
What health, or what fortune are ſufficient to 
ſupport them ? None ever was, or ever will 
be; and therefore no wonder they brayght 
our young adventurer to deſtruction, “ He 
waſted all his ſubſtance in riotous living; 
he devoured his eſtate with harlots ]“ we are 
told: and the ſad conſequence to him was 
neglect, contempt and beggary, He was now 


deſpiſed by all, whom he had fed and ſup- 
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ported in his day of riot and entravaganee: 
contemned even by thoſe who had ſhared his 
bounty, and haſtened his ruin ] wretches, 
who have no bowels or feeling, no generoſity 
or honour; and who never have but one 
motive for their regard, the motive of their 
own immediate intereſt. Caſt out, and 
ſcorned by all, he was reduced to the utmoſt 
extremity z ready to periſh with hunger; and 
jn this ſad caſe, once more bethought him of 
his affectionate parent, whom he had ſo un- 
gratefully uſed ; and to whom, in a miſerable 
plight, all humble and ſubmiſſive, at length, 
he returns! while, to witneſs the amiable 
force of parental affection, the tender father, 
we are informed, melted to behold his ſuffer- 
ing child, relented, forgave, and received 
him to his boſom and his love | 


Now let us obſerve, in this fine picture, 
the ſteps, by which the prodigal advanced to 
his ruin, | 


1. Impatience of parental controul, and a 
deſire of independency, was the firſt bad tem- 
per which ſhewed itſelf in his mind, and which 
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led on to every future evil. A temper, too 
apt to ariſe. in the minds of youth, and 
ſpringing from that pride, which is alas | but 
too deeply rooted in our corrupt nature, and 
which cannot be ſubdued and kept under too 
much by early culture, - For, when once this 
fond deſire of acting without all reſtraint, 
and indulging its own inclination, gets poſ- 
ſeſſion of a youthful heart, the gentle au» 
thority even of the muſt kind and prudent 
parents too commonly becomes a burden: all 
their tender remonſtrances are overlooked or 
diſregarded ; or, at leaſt, conſidered only as 
intended to fix and continue that reftraint, 
which the eager youth ſo much wiſhes to 
overleap.“ 


2. It is no wonder, when this impatience 
of parental controul ſtrongly operates on the 
mind, that the preſence and obſervation of a 
parent is of all things moſt diſpleaſing, and 
conſequently, of all things moſt to be avoid- 


ed; This was the ſecond bad diſpoſition, - ' 


which the prodigal diſcovered. Soon as he 


* ges the next Serttion, on “ Fillal Plety 
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had gained his allotted portion, he took his 

journey into « far country he retreated fur 
as poſſible from the eye and notice of his 
father, whoſe advice and remonſtrances, wu 
he was determined not to regard, he was 
determined not to hear, or be moleſted by 
them, And thus it is with thoſe who tread 
in ſteps like his. If they cannot remove to 4 
diſtance from their parents, they will, - at 
leaſt, ſecrete their actions from them to the 
utmoſt of their power. A certain bad ſign, 
and ever to be dreaded in all youthful hearts | 
1 


For why ſhould you wiſh, my 
friends, to ſecrete any thing from thoſe, who 
love you with the moſt tender affection, and 
who are more intereſted in your welfare, 
than they are even in their own? what you 
keep ſecret from them muſt either be a matter 


of advantage, or the contrary : If it be the 


former, you act moſt unkindly by them; as 
the knowledge of it would give them the 
greateſt ſatisfaction: But if, as is generally 
the caſe, what you keep private is vicious and 
detrimental, think how ſimple a part you act, 
in harbouring thoughts, or doing deeds, 
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which you dare not diſcover to Them, who 
love you better than themſelves z and who 


certainly, not only by their love, but by their 
knowledge, are beſt. fitted to adviſe what. is 


molt for your good j and conſequently, ſhould 


never be kept in ignorance of any of your 
deſigns or connections, 


3. Determined, however, to gratify his 
paſſions, the youth is deaf to every argument 
of affection and utility 1 till, like the prodl- 
gal, ho commences 44 Riotous Liver :" this is 
the certain conſequence of youthful inde» 
pendence, and a diſregard of parents, This 
riotous livieg includes, not only an indul» 
pence of luſt and criminal paſſions z but 8s 
waſte of preſent ſubſtance, by all the de- 
{trutive ways of prodigality, idleneſs, diſ- 
Iipation with bad company, ® the wretched 
foppery of dreſs, and all the abuſe of lan- 
guage by lying, ſwearing, and obſcenity, 


Nav let the youth, in the coolneſs of re- 
flection, ſeriouſly review a life ſpent amidſt 
* See the following Sermons, on 1 Company” and 
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vices like theſe, and conſider, whether ith 
poſſible to attain, by ſuch a life, the end ut 
which he aims, All reaſonable creatures aft 
to ſome end: and the end, which young 
people propoſe to themſelves, is the obtaining 
of pleaſure, or at leaſt, of higher pleaſure 
than that which parental reſtraint allows. 
But how ſhall They judge, who yet have 
ſeen or known little of mankind and the 
world, in what conſiſts their beſt and trueſt 
pleaſure ? If they are actuated only by ſab 
opinion and conceit ; if they judge themſelves 
ſuperior in wiſdom to all with whom they ure 
connected ; it is reaſonable, either that they 
ſhould give ſome proof of ſuch ſuperior wil- | 
dom, or, at leaſt, be taught, that high ſelf 

opinion is always an-indication of a want of 
Wiſdom, which ever dwells with Humility, 
If then they are not ſo opinionated as to 
deem themſelves wiſer than others, they may 
reaſonably be expected to liſten to the in- 
formation of thoſe, who have lived longer, 
and known more of the world, than them- 
ſelves. And the joint voice of all ſuch will 
be, „ that the indulgence of youthful 
luſts neceſſarily leads to ruin and to miſery: 
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That bad company, whether of the male or 
female kind, but the Jatter more eſpecially, 
is the ſureſt bane, and the moſt poiſonous 


corrupter of all - good principles and all 
good manners: that idleneſs is the root of all 


evil, introductory of almoſt every vice: that 
ſoppery, and an abſurd affectation of dreſs, 
ever tend to make ridiculous, and raife only 
the ſmiles and contempt of the judicious; 
who have long been agreed, that neatneſs, 
decency, and propriety, are, in this reſpect, 
the true ornaments :— That lying is a moſt 
mean and abject vice, rendering youth as 
dangerous as deſpicable, and - ſowing the 
ſeeds of à very worthleſs and contemptible 
character in future life: That ſwearing or 
obſcenity in diſcourſe are utterly inexcuſable; 
as having no plea of pleaſure or utility to 
urge in their defence; as being the greateſt 
affront to the Majeſty of Heaven, and the 
ſureſt indication of a very depraved, as well 
as of a very weak mind: That prodigality will 
certainly end in the ruin of all temporal ſub- 
ſtance, and never procures a friend; for all 


men, even the moſt abandoned, however they 
may help to drain him, always deſpiſe the 
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'thoughtleſs prodigal. It is by true generoſity 
and benevolence, whoſe foundation is laid in 
prudent œconomy, that the friendſhip; and 
love of mankind are ſecured,” 7 


Now if youth would only be ſo wiſe, as to 
liſten to theſe truths, they could not fail to 
have an effect upon them; eſpecially if they 
would conſider, that theſe truths are ſo well 
known and approved, that all men are agreed 
in them, They are not matters of any doubt 
or ſpeculation ; they are as certain and de» 
terminate, as the exiſtence of the ſun himſelf 
in the heavens: And as there can be no 
queſtion, that the indulgence of: the vices 
here ſpecified tends to miſery, ſorrow and 
ruin, more or leſs conformable to that of 
the young man's in the parable; ſo'can 
there, on the other hand, be no doubt, but 
the avoiding of theſe vices, and the cultiva- 
tion of the contrary virtues, will, by -the 
grace of God, produce preſent peace and 
future happineſs. | 


Suffer me, therefore, my young friends, 
earneſtly to exhort you to grow wiſe from 
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this example of the prodigal ; and to learn 
from thence what you ſhould chuſe, and 
what you ' ſhould ſhun, to make you, 
what I am ſure you all wiſh to be, a 
bleſſing to yourſelves, a comfort to your 
parents, and an ornament to our holy re- 
ligion. 1 

To this end, ſeriouſly reflect on the wy 
by which his ruin was perfeQted ; and enquire, / 
whether it is not in the very nature of thoſe 
vices which he indulged, always, and in 
every inſtance, to produce the effects Which 
he experienced. Search, and know, whether 
ever any man procured true happineſs, or 
confeſſed that he enjoyed ſolid comfort, from” 
the unlimited gratification of his paſſions, 
from his neglect of duty and of God: Search 
and know, whether thouſands have not moſt 
ſeverely felt the ſad effects of ſuch gratifica- 
tions, and deplored, in extreme diſtreſs, their 
fatal conſequences : whether. thouſands, diſ- 
regardful in youth of counſel and reſtraint, 
have not brought themſelves into the moſt 
calamitous circumſtances of fortune, of body, 
and of ſoul. On the other hand, ſearch 
and enquire diligently, whether any man was 
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ever yet found upon the earth, who regretted 
at the cloſe of life, that he had too cautiouſly 


avoided the ſnares and evils of youthful luſtsz 
that he had tao ſoon entered upon the paths 
of virtue and religion; “ that he had ſerved 
his God, and obeyed the holy rules of his 
divine Saviour, too much or too exactly. 
An inſtance of this fort was never yet heard 


of; and ſurely no ſtrong argument can be 
urged in behalf of virtue, and of that pre» 


ference, which you ought to give it in your 
Choice, 


Let it too be a conſideration of no ſmall. 
weight with you, that the more carefully you 


walk in the paths of ſobriety during your early 
days, the more diligently you guard againſt 


the entrance of every vice, and prevent it 


from becoming in any degree habitual z the 
more eaſy will you find it to perſeverer 
Whereas, if once vice gains an entrance, 


much more if it becomes habitual, you will 


find the retreat difficult and embarraſſed ; * 


aud, perhaps, from the ſtrong power of 
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habit, may be led on in the gratification of 
what your better judgement diſapproves, and 
conſequently muſt perpetually condemn, 


Beware, therefore, of Beginnings ! be cau- 
tious of your firſt ſteps ! preſerve yourſelves. 
pure | * and let temptations to Independence 
and impatience of parental controul eſpecially, 
be checked in their firſt riſe. The better to 
effect which, arm yourſelves with every pro- 
per conſideration ; particularly remember, 
that whatever wiſhes you may have for 
a freedom from reſtraint, your parents muſt 
certainly be the beſt judges of your fitneſs 
for ſuch freedom, If therefore they reſtrain 
your inclinations, never receive their controul 
with impatience z but always reaſon thus: 
« My parents have, doubtleſs, the tendereſt 
affection for me; I have had innumerable 
yroo's of their love; and I can never ſuppoſe, 
that the good father, who has taken ſuch 
kind care of me hitherto ; that the beloved 


mother, who ſe tenderly ſupported me at 


®* Flee yourbfu! lufli, ws St, Paul's advice, even to 

Timothy; and conſequently canpot be unworthy the beſt + 

attention of every young per ſca. 
3 | 


her own breaſt, and has always ſhewn the 


moſt ſolicitous attention to my welfare; I 
can never ſuppoſe that they would reſtrain me 


from any thing, which would make me truly 
happy z that they would ever adviſe me'to 
any thing, but what will lead to my good, 
They have lived longer, ſeen and known 
more, and are wiſer than myſelf. I am 


determined, therefore, to ſubdue my own in- 


clinations, and contentedly to acquieſce in al 
their counſels and direQions,” 


Fixed in ſuch a determination ;z—and 
which of you can deny that ſuch a deter- 
mination is moſt wiſe and reaſonable f— 
and joining to it a conſtant attention to duty, 
and a care to approve yourſelves in the eyes 
of your divine Redeemer ; you will need but 
ſew directions more, to guard you from evil, 
This wiſe reſolution, invariably purſued; 
you will find your beſt preſervative, 


Conducted by it, you will have no 6 
to fly, like the prodigal, from the preſence 
and obſervation of your parents: you will 
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have no need to ſecrete yourſelf or your 
actions from them. Ou the contrary, tbe 
company ard preſence of your parents will be 
moit delightful to you; an ingenuous frank- 
nels and -openneſs will prevail between you; 
and you will find an unſpeakable ſerenity and 
ſatisſaction in adminiſtring to the beſt com- 
forts of thoſe, to whom you owe the higheſt 
obligations ; and, by an endeavour to return 
which, in ſome degree at leaſt, there is, be 
ſure, the higheſt pleaſure. As it is impoſſible 
to conceive either an object more hateful, or 
a pain more afflicting, than that of a child, 
by a life of diſobedience and immorality, 
racking the good heart of an affeRionate 
and endearing parent | 


Oh! my young friends, I am perſuaded 
you have too much ingenuity, generoſity, 
and tenderneſs of ſoul, ever to act ſo un- 
grateful a part, ever to occaſion ſo deep a 
ſorrow : at leaſt, if you expect happineſs here 
or hereafter, if you expect favour either from 
God or man, avoid ſo baſe an evil 3 and by 
lives of duty and religion, by a conſcientious 
denial and ſubdual of all youthful Juſts ; by 
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avoiding all bad company and connections, 
by diligently employing yourſelves, and by 
keeping your tongues from all indecency and 
offence, endear yourſelves more and more 
to your parents: Give them cauſe to bleſs 
God perpetually for you ; give them cauſe to 
rejoice, that amidſt all the temptations of 
vice, amidſt all the perils which ſo abun- 
dantly ſurround unwary youth in our days, 
and in the metropolis eſpecially, where every 
ſtep ſhould be taken with the utmoſt caution 
give them cauſe to rejoice, that God's good- 
neſs hath preſerved you unpolluted, and that 


you live a bleſſing to them, and the child ofa 


better, even an everlaſting father! What 
| conſolation muſt ariſe in the breaſt of a parent 

on that thought; when beholding his child, 
he bcho!ds a child alſo of virtue . and of 
God: and when, in the hour of death, his 
affectionate eyes are cloſed by that dear child, 


whom he doubts not to meet again, ete long, 


ia everlaſting bliſs ! 


| Give then, oh! give this exquiſite felicity 
to your parents. To which end, begin early, 
contend reſolutely, and maintain your ground 
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perſevetingly. Think, on one hand, what 
a dirine pleaſure muſt transfuſe itſelf through 
that mind, which can enjoy the ſatisfaction 
above-mentioned ; and, on the-other hand, 
take a brief view of the anguiſh, which muſt 
afflict the fouls both of that parent and that 
child, in the circumſtances of thoſe repre- 
ſcnted in the parable. > 


Make the caſe your oon: You are now 
bleſt with fond/and indulgent parents; Sup- 
poſe yourſelf uneaſy under their reſtra:nt, 
and, at length, become independent of them, 
and following your own inclinations. And, 
ſ1ppoſe, —what too ſurely would be found 
the caſe, if you were to be ſo unhappy as to 
fall into ſuch a method of life; which God 
forbid !—yet, ſuppoſe, that indulging thoſe 
inclinations to the full, ſurrounded: with bad 
company, prodigal, waſteful, riotous, and 
idle; lulled on the lap of harlots, and re- 
clined on the bed of ſenſuality ; forgetful of 
every thing virtuous and praiſe-worthy z your 
mind drunk and intoxicated as it were with 
Iuſt and vice: Suppoſe, that the un- 
a oidable conſequences of ſuch a Jife have 
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befallen you; and that now, like the pro- 
digal, your ſubſtance all waſted; your friends, 
mere ſummer friends! all flown; your health, 
perhaps, greatly injured, your reputation 
ruined, and yourſelf in extreme pain and 
penury: Suppoſe, in this ſad caſe, you 
ſee yourſelf returning to the once-loved 
l. ouſe of your affectionate parents. Oh! with 


| what anxious horror would you then enter 
thoſe gates, and croſs that threſhold, as a 
ſtranger, and an outcaſt, which you now 


enter, you now croſs with ſo much delight 
and freedom: With what inexpreſſible 
anguiſh would you meet thoſe parents, wham 
now you ſee with ſuch pleaſing (atisfaQtion ! 
Imagine that you behold the mother you 
love, bathed in tears of anguiſh and diſtreſs, 
running to embrace her ruined child. Ima- 
gine, that you ſee your beloved father, grown 
old in cares and ſorrows upon your account, 
turning his weeping face away from you, 
and unable to ſuſtain the ſhock of your 
wretched appearance] Imagine the inexprei- 
ſible torture which muſt ariſe in your own 
heart, on ſeeing the grief you occaſion, o6 
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feeling that your ill- conduct has been the 
cauſe of it all. And as you would wiſh to 
avoid ſuch anguiſh yourſelf, much more as 
you wiſh to ſave your beloved parents from 
ſuch anguiſh ; carefully avoid - every thing, 
waich may, in the leaſt degree, tend to the 
introduction of ſo fad a cataſtrophe. Care- 
fully avoid every ching which may give riſe 
to the leaſt probability of ſo complicated a 
diſtreſs. To which end, bear the contraft 


in mind, which I have here pictured out; the 
contraſt of the virtuous and dutiful child 


clofing the eyes of a beloved and bleſſing 
parent ; and that of a diſobedient and worth- 
leſs one, returning home to his aer in 
ruin, poverty, and diſtreſs. 


And as the contra cannot fail to in- 
fluence your minds, by God's grace, fo be 
aſſured, that if not in exactly the ſame 


degree and manner, yet the certain conſe- 


quence of obedience and virtue, is peace 
and life —of diſobedience, and indulgence 
in forbidden and unallowed gratifications, 
is miſery, is ruin, is, preſent and eternal 
forrow, From which may God, &c. 

FE 3 


54 SERMON II. 


ANECDOTES, reſpeAing Youthful Deviations 
and Exceſs, 


1. A lewd young fellow ſeeing an aged 
Hermit go by him barefoot, “ Father, ſaid 
he, you are in a very miſerable condition, if 
there is not another world,”-——** True Son, 
replied the Hermit, but what is thy con- 
dition, if there is?” On this ſtriking, and 
ſingular occaſion, the celebrated Spectatu 
very naturally urges the following reflect ions. 
Man, ſays he, is a creature deſigned for two 
different ſtates of being, or rather, for two 
different lives, His firſt life is ſhort and 
tranſient ; his ſecond, permanent and laſling. 
The queſtion we are all concerned in, is this, 
In which of thoſe two lives is it our chief 
intereſt to make ourſelves happy ?” Or, in 
other words, ** Whether ſhould we endeayour 
to ſecure to ourſelves the pleaſures and grati- 
ſications of a life which is uncertain and pre- 
carious, and at its utmoſt length of a very 
inconſiderable duration ; or to ſecure to out- 
ſclves the pleaſures of a life which is fixed 
and ſettled, and will never end? Every man, 
upon the firſt hearing of the queſtion, knows 
very well which fide of jt he g0ght to cl 
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with, But, however right we are in theory, 
it is plain, that in practice we adhere to the 
wrong ſide of the queſtion, We make pro- 
viſion for this life, as though it was never to 
have an end ; and for the other life, as though 
it were never to have a beginning.” 'The 
inconſiſtency of ſuch a conduct is glaring, 
even at the worſt; even ſuppoſing (what 
ſeldom happens) that a courſe of virtue makes 
us miſerable in this liſe: But, if we ſuppoſe, 
(as it generally happens) that virtue would 
make us more happy, even in this life, than 
a contrary courſe of vice; how can we ſuf- 
ficiently admire the ſtupidity or madneſs of 
thoſe perſons, who are capable of making ſo 
abſurd a choice ? Every wiſe man therefore 
will conſider this life only as it may conduce 
to the happineſs of the other ; and chearfully 
ſacrifice the pleaſures of a few years, to thoſe 
of an eternity.” © 


2. Cteſippus the ſon of Chabrias, a noble 
Athenian, was ſo profuſely expenſive, that 
after he had Javiſhly conſumed all his goods 
and other eſtate, he put to ſale even the 
very ſtones of his father's tomb, in the build- 
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ing whereof the Athenians had diſburſed a 


thouſand drachmas. 


3. In the year 1470, the tenth of Edward 
IV. George Neville, brother to the great 
Earl of Warwick, at his inſtallment into the 
Archbiſhoprick of York, made a prodigious 
feaſt to all the nobility, molt of the prineipal 
clergy, and many of the great Commoners; 
the catalogue of which alone, as given by 
different writers, is ſufficient to excite ſatiety 
and diſguſt, The Eail of Warwick was 
fteward on the occaſion, the Earl of Bedford 
treaſurer, and the Lord Haſtings comptroller, 
with many other officers; to which we may 
add one thouſand ſetvitors, ſixty-two cooks, 
and five hundred and fifteen menial apparitors 
in the kitchen. —But, ſeyen years aſter, for- 
tune ſhifted the ſcenes; for the King ſeizing 


on all his eſtate, ſent him over priſoner io 


Calais, where vinctus jacuit in ſummd inopid, 
he was kept bound in extreme poverty: 
Juſtice thus puniſhing his former prodigality, 


4+ There is a ſingle paſſage in Herodotus, 
which might ſupply the place of many ex- 
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amples. When Cyrus had received an ac- 
count that the Lydians had revolted from 
him, he told Crœſus, with a good deal of 
emotion, that he had almoſt determined to 
make them all flaves. Ctœſus intreated him 
to pardon them; But, added he, that 
they may no more rebel or be troubleſome to 
you, command them to lay afide their arms, 
and to wear long veſts and buſkins ; (that is 
to vie with each other in the indolent elegance 
and richneſs of their dreſs.) Order them to 
ling and play upon the harp ; let them drink 
and debauch with impunity ; and you will 
ſoon ſee theit ſpirits broken, and themſelves 
changed from men to women, ſo that they 
will no more rebel, or give you any un- 
eaſinefs. The hint had too much ſanQtion 
from experience, not to appear plauſible ; and 
the event effectually anſwered the advice. 
=. 


5. In the winter ſeaſon, ſays Æſop, a com- 
monwealth of Ants, were buſily employed in 
the management and preſervation of their 
flock of corn; which they carefully expoſed 
to the air in heaps, round the avenues of 
their little rural habitation, A Graſshopper, 
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who had chanced to outlive the ſummer 
and autumn, and was ready to ſtarve with 
cold and hunger, approached with great 
humility and dejection, and begged they 
would relieve his neceſſity, if it were but 
with one grain of wheat or rye. One of 
the ants aſked him how he had diſpoſed of 
his time and talents, in ſummer, and why 
he had not taken pains to lay in a ſtock, as 
they had done. © Alas ! faid he, I paſſed away 
the hours in mirth and ſeſtivity; drinking, 
dance, and ſong, occupied my thoughts ; and 
I never once dreamed of a ſucceeding winter,” 
« O improvident creature] replied the ant, 
with emotion, if that be the caſe, I can only 
in juſtice ſay, that thoſe who drink, ſing, 
and dance in ſummer, muſt expect, ere long, 
to ſmart under the rigours and penury of 
winter,” 


* 

6. Horace's advice is as unqueſtionably 

true as the voice of an oracle ; | 

Principiis obſta : Serd medicina paratur, 
Cum mala per longas invaluere moras. 


The practice which at firſt was indifferent, 
will very probably, in a ſhort time, acquire 
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the inflexibility of habit. The memory of 
a well ſpent youth (ſays a celebrated writer) 
gives a peaceable, unmix'd and elegant plea- 
ſure to the mind: and to ſuch who are fo 
unfo;tunate as not to look back on youth with 
ſatisfaction, they may give themſelves no little 
conſolation, that they are under no tempta- 
tion to repeat their follies, and that they at 
preſent deſpiſe them. It was prettily ſaid, 
+ He that would be long an old man, muſt 
begin early to be one.“ It is too late to 
reſign a thing, after a man is robbed of it; 
and therefore it becomes neceflary, that be- 
fare the arrival of age, we bid adieu to the 
purſuits of youth : Otherwiſe ſenſual habits 
will live in our imaginations, when our 
limbs can no longer be ſubſervient to them.“ 


7. How wretched is the condition of 
Alotus ! A little garret, with bare walls, is 
his whole apartment; and of this, a flock 
bed covered with rags, takes up two thirds. 
Cold, nakedneſs, and ſhame, compel him to 
lie on that bed, till the day is far ſpent, At 
night, a lamp ſuited to the place, a true 
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ſepulchral lamp, rather adds horror, than 
diffuſes light. By the feeble glimmering of 
this languid flame, he eats a dry cruſt of 
brown bread, his whole repaſt ! Yet, poor 
as it is, he is not ſure that he ſhall be able to 
renew it to-morrow : For he cannot dig; 
and to beg he is aſhamed ! What now is be- 
come of his countleſs treaſure, his immenſe 
revenues, which appeared ſufficient to main- 
tain a province? — It may as well be aſked, 
what becomes of the water . poured into a 
ſieve, or of wax thrown into a furnace, 
Luxurious entertainments, gaming, women, 
uſurers, and his ſteward, are the bot:omlels 
gulphs which have ſwallowed up his opulence, 
But, is there not one, among all his friends, 
who knows him in his adverſity, and ftretches 
out the hand of bounty for his relief? Is 


there not one, among all his friends? Alas! 


had he ever a friend? If he had, he would 
have him ſtill ; for, whatever may have been 
ſaid, „ Adverſity never baniſhed a friend 
it only diſperſes thoſe, who unjuſtly arrogate 
the name; and, if adverſity is productive of 
any good, (which cannot be denied) this is 
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one of its principal advantages; fer the loſs 
of a falſe fiiend, is a real gain. If Afotus 
has any Cauſe of complaint, it is only 
for want of wiſdom, and of never having 
had a friend that was ſincere, 


8. The above ſancy-pourtrait, is by no 
means deſtitute of originals in real life. We 
have a remarkable inſtance in George Villiers, 
created by James I. Earl, Marquis, and after- 
wards Duke of Buckingham, and inveſted 
with many high and lucrative offices. He is 
deſcribed to have been a gay capricious nob!e- 
man, of fome wit, and great vivacity ; = 
miniſter of riot, and counſellor of infamous 
practices; the ſlave of intemperance ; a pre- 
tended Atheiſt, without honour or principle, 
economy or diſcretion ; and who, after vari- 
ous mal-proceedings and viciſſitudes of ſor- 
tune, after a juſtly merited diſgrace from the 
very court which foſtered him, and an im- 
ptiſonment in the Tower for ſometime ; at 
laſt, in the reign of Charles II. deſerted by 
all his friends, and deſpiſed by all the world. 
died in the greateſt want and obſcurity, Mr, 
Pope has ſo beautifully painted theſe circum- 
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ſtances in his epiſtle On the Uſe of Riches,” 
that we flatter ourſelves they wiil not be 
thought ill applied, in furtherance of our 


general plan. 


« In the worſt inn's worſt room, with mat half hung, 
The floors of plaiſter, and the walls of dung; 
On once a flock-bed, but repair'd with ſtraw, 
With tape-ty'd curtains, never meant to draw z 
The George and Garter dangling from that bed, 
Where taudry yellow ſtrove with Ciity ed; 
Great Villiers lies :—Alas! how chang'd from Him, 
That life of ple-ſure, and that ſoul of whim ! 
Gallant and gay, in Clivedens proud alcove, 
The Bower of wanton Shrewſbury and Love; 
Or, juſt as gay at council, in a ring 
Of mimick ſtateſmen, and their merry King. 
No wit to flatter, Jeft of all his ſtore! 
No fool to laugh at, which he valucd more | 
There, victor of his health, of fortune, friends, 
And fame, this Lord of aſcleſs thouſands ende“ 


9. Henry the fifth, King of England, 
while he was Prince of Wales, by his looſe 
and diſſolute conduct was daily giving his 
father great cauſe of pain and anxiety... His 
court was the common receptacle of Jiber- 
tines, debauchees, buffoons, paraſites, and all 
thoſe ſp:cies of vermin, which are at once the 
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diſzrace and ruin of young Princes, The wild 
and riotous exploits of the Prince and his com- 
panions were general the topicks of conver- 
(ation, and furniſhed equal matter of aſtoniſh- 
ment and Ceteffation, This ſad degeneracy 
in the heir of his crown, was not more diſ- 
agreeable to the King himſelf, who loved 
him with the moſt tender affection, than it 
was alarming the nation in general; who 
trembled at the proſpect of being one day 
governed by a Prince of his flagitious charac- 
ter. But their ſears, to the univerſal ad- 
miration of all, were happily removed; for, 
no ſooner had the young King aſſumed the 
rcins of government, than he ſhewed him- 
ſelf to be extremely worthy of the high ſtation 
to which he was advanced. He called toge- 
ther the diſſolute companions of his youth; 
acquainted them with his intended reſorma - 
tion ; adviſed them to imitate his good ex- 
ample ; and, after having forbidden them td 
appear in his preſence again, if they con- 
unued in their former courſes, he diſmiſſed 
them with liberal preſents. He next choſe 
a new council, compoſed of the wiſeſt and 
the beſt men in the kingdom; be rt formed 


64 SERMON IL 
the courts of Jaw, by diſcarding ignorant and 


corrupt judges, and ſupplying their- places 
with perſons of courage, knowledge, and 
integrity. Even the chief juſtice Gaſcoigne, 
® who had committed young Henry to priſon 
for a former miſdemeanor, and who on that 
account trembled to approach the royal 
preſence, was received with the utmoſt cor- 
_ diality and friendſhip ; and, inſtead of being 
reproved for his paſt conduct, was warmly 
exhorted to perſevere in the ſame ſtrict 
and impartial execution of the laws. In a 
word, he ſeemed determined to become a 
new man, to bury all his juvenile exceſſes 
in utter oblivion, and to approve himſelf the 
common father and benefactor of all his 
ſubjects. And even before his royal pre- 
deceſſot's death, he appears to have been 
ſenſible of the folly and impropriety of his 


conduct, and reſolutely bent to reform: For 


his father, being naturally of a jealous and 
ſuſpicious diſpoſition, liſtened at.times to the 
ſuggeſtions of ſome of his courties, who 
meanly inſinuated, that his ſon had ſome 


„See the following Sermon © on Duty to Param - 
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evil deſign upon his crown and authority. 
Theſe inſinuations filled him with the moſt 
anxious fears and apprehenſions, and he 
might perhaps have had recourſe to very 
diſagreeable expedients, to prevent the ima- 
ginary danger, had not his ſuſpicions been 
timely removed by the prudent and exemplary 
conduct of the young Prince z ſor, no ſooner 
was he informed of his father's jealouſy, 
than he repaired to court, and throwing 
himſelf with all, bumility and, much emotion 
on his knees, accoſted the King in theſe 
memorable terms. I underſtand, my liege, 
that you ſuſpet me of entertaining deſigns 
againſt your crown and perſon: I own I 
have been guilty of many exceſſes, which 
have juſtly expoſed me to your diſplea- 
ſure; but, I take heaven to witneſs, that 
I never harboured a ſingle thought, incon- 
ſiſtent with that duty and veneration which I 
owe to your Majeſty, Thoſe who charge 
me with ſuch criminal intentions, only want 
to diſturb the tranquility of your reign, and 
baſely to alienate your affections from your 
ſon and ſucceſſor. I have therefore taken 
the liberty to come into your preſence ; and 
Vol. I. is 
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humbly beg you will cauſe my conduct to be 
examined with as much rigour and ſtrictneſs, 
as that of the meaneſt of your ſubjects ; and 
if I be found guilty, I will cheerfully ſubmit 
to any puniſhment you ſhall think fit to in- 
fiat,” The King was ſo highly ſatisfied with 
this prudent and ingenuous addreſs, that he 
embraced him with great tenderneſs ; ac- 
knowledging, that his ſuſpicions were entirely 
removed ; and that, for the future, he would 
never entertain a thought to the prejudice 


of his loyalty and honour, See The Second 


Part of Shakeſpear”s Henry the Fourth. 


10. Polemo, an Athenian. youth, was of 
ſo wretched and depraved a caſt, that he not 
only delighted in vice, but gloried in the 
infamy of it. Returning from 4 debauch one 
morning after fun riſe, and ſeeing the gate of 
Xenocrates the philoſopher open; filled with 
wine as he was, beſmeared with ointments, a 
garland on his head, and elad in a Ioofe and 
tranſparent robe, he enters the ſchool; whith 
at that early hour, Was thronged with n 
number of grave and learned men 3 and, hot 
vontent with ſo indecent an entrance, he fat 
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down among them, on purpoſe to affront their 
el-quence and ſobriety, and oppoſe their 
prudent precepts by his drunken follies. His 
coming had occaſioned all who were preſent 
to be angry, only Xenocrates himſelf was 
unmoved ; and retaining the ſame gravity of 
countenance, and diſmiſſing his preſent theme 
of diſcourſe, he began a diſquiſition on 
modeſty and temperance, which he repre- 
ſented in fo lively colours before the young 
Libertine, that Polemo, being much affected, 
$:ſt laid aſide the crown from his head, then 
ſoon after drew his arm within his cloak; 
changed the feſtival merriment that appeared 
in his face to ſeriouſneſs and anxiety; and 
at laſt, and through the whole courſe of his 
life, caſt off all his luxury and intemperance. 
Thus, by a ſingle judicious and well-adapted 
oration, the young man received ſo great a 
cure, that, from being one of the moſt 
licentious of his time, he became one of 
the greateſt philoſophers and beſt men in 
Athens, 


J 'The Reader will meet with great en- 
tertainment and inſtructlon, if he refers to 
Dr. Johnſon's ſentiments on this ſubjeR, in 
the 65th Ne of his Rambler, 
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On Filial Love. 


JOHN xix. 26, 27. 


Men Jeſus therefore ſaw his mother, and the 
diſciple landing by whom be loved, he ſaith 
unto hit mother, c Woman, behold thy Son.” 
Then faith he unto the diſciple, ** Bebold thy 
nut her; and from that hour that diſciple took 
her unto his * home, \ 


T is the happineſs and 1 of 
a Chriſtian, to follow his Redeemer's 
example z an example conſummate in every 
reſpeR, and fraught with inſtruction to perſons 
of all ſtations and degrees in life, Children, 
amongft the reſt, may gather from it leſſons 
of allegiance and ſubmiſſion to their parents: 
And after having ſhewn in a general view, 
the * Advantages of Early Piety;“ ** the 
Miſeries and Fatal Conſequences of Early 
Vice “* I now proceed to dwell upon this 
firſt and moſt important of ſocial offices j Pro- 
poſing to hold forth to You, .my young 
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friends, the admirablo inſtance of tenderneſs 
and love preſented in the text; that you 
may thence be encayraged to honour and 
requite your parents, and to fulfill a duty 
which God hath enjoined with peculiar 
energy, and which rarcly, if ever, paſſes 
unrewarded even in this world, 9 5 


Tell me then, doth it not ſtrike you with the 
moſt ſenſible delight to obſerve the Blefled 
Saviour of Mankind, when expoſed to ſuch in 
famy, and diſtreſſed with ſuch torture; when 
objects of anguiſh and of terror only were 
around Him; when, furely, it might. Well 
have been exculed; if, attentive ſolely % 
his own ſorrows, He had forgotten all ſol- 
licitude for the terrors of others ;—doth it 
not affect you ſtrongly to behold his tender 
anxiety for his Bleſſed Mother, who, in the 
bitterneſs of diſtreſs, ſtood weeping at the 
foot of his croſs ? One diſciple only, one whan 


* I have rather choſen this Method of treating the Sub» 
Jet, than that of an immediate and didactie form z as {6 
many incomparable Writers have conſidered, it in that way, 
from whoſe excellent Compolitions all neceſſary igformation 
may be derived, My jntentic ns are principally to arouſe and 
animate to the performance of this amiable Duty. 
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be loved, and whoſe perſeverance ſhewed bim 
worthy of that love, continued ſtedfaſt to him 
in his laſt trials, and ſorſook him not in the 
hour of extremity | To him, to the favoured 
John, he bequeathed, as his laſt legacy, the 
mother, through whoſe ſoul the ſword. of 
ſorrow now pierced | * Woman, ſaid He, 
belt beloved and moſt honoured of women, 
in that diſciple of mine, Behold thy Son! 


| he will ſupply the place of Him, whoſe work 


is finiſhed, and who no longer ſhall remain 
on earth to comfort and ſupport thee,” 
« And oh thou, whom my foul loveth, faith-, 
ſul friend, and follower of thy maſter ; Be- 
bald thy mother ! Henceforth receive her, 
eſteem and treat her as thy parent; and 
let thy love to me manifeſt itſelf ; by 
thy affectionate regard to Her |' Pleaſed. 
with the charge, and happy to execute 
his divine maſter's command, this diſciple, 


* Who can deſcribe (ſays Mr. Formey, in his diſcourſe, 
on this ſubjeR) what then paſſed in the heart of Mary, and 
the ſtrugzles which ſhe felt within her between faith and 
nature, Juſtly moved by ſuch a tragic ſcene ? The expedient 
of that ancient painter, who veiled the viſage of Amme 
when he affiſted at the ſacrifice of his Daughter ese, 
is the only one which can be proper here,«See bis Pe- 
e Chretien, Tom. . p. 170, 
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we are told, from that hour took her unto his 
own home.* 


Thus, we ſee, the pains which our Re- 
deemer ſuſtained, the generous concern which 
he felt for the world, could not ſwallow up 
all his regards of a more private nature, 
As a man, he felt the ſenſibility of a Son, 


and the ſoft and tender workings of nature 
within him: As a great and good man, he 


reſtrained them within proper bounds, nor 
ſuffered them, at that ſolemn crifis, to break 
out into any inordinate agitations of grief. 


He ſhewed us, that thoſe affections which 


o Antiquity furniſhes us with an example of the ſame 
kind, A Greek dying in poverty, made two of his friends 
his heirs; leaving to one the care of his Widow; to the 
other, that of providing a dowry for his Daughter. Theſe 
two friends eſteemed their legacies as more precious than 
a conſiderable ſum, and made a point of fulfilling exaftly 
the will of the deceaſed. If Pagan friendſhip has produced 
ſuch an example of generoſity, what ought one not to expect 
from Chriſtian friendſhip ? See Formey as above; where 


alſo ſrom our Saviour's perſect reſignation on the croſs, 


ſrom his entire command of his ſpirit, from his delivering 


up his Mother into the hands of his diſciple St. John, and that 


diſciple's receiving her ſo readily, he draws a ſtrong argu» 
ment in behalf of the Chriftian religion, and plaialy proves 
that neither Jeſus nor John could be impoſtors, 
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nature has implanted, may be innocently 
cheriſhed, till we are about to pay the laſt 
debt of nature; and even then, exert them- 
ſelves, provided they do not wound the 
peace of the mind, and ſhock the foul in 
her laſt moments; when ſhe ſhould be as 
much as poſſible rid of all the incumbrances 
of this world, to take her journey with 
more eaſe and freedom to another . Jeſus, 
perſect maſter of himſelf, ſhewed the utmoſt 
ſenſibility, united with the moſt manly firm- 
neſs, in providing for his mother on the 
croſs : from which circumſtance, it is pro- 
bable, and generally believed, that Joſeph 
was dead at the time: The Bleſſed Virgin 
therefore, as being a widow, ſtood the more 
in need of this affectionate care from her Son, 


What a pleaſing and ſtriking example is 
this of Filial Love! Doubtleſs, it was recorded 
tor the inſtruction of all children; and may 
we not reaſonably believe, that Our Saviour, 
in his wiſdom, thus acted, with à ſettled de- 
ſign to hold forth the important admonition 
to all his diſciples ? For, unqueſttonably, he 


® See Seed's Sermons, Vol, I. p. 38. 
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who had ſo tender a regard for his mother, 
could never have forgotten her, , might a 
have devolved this care upon St. John, be 
fore the time of his crucifixion, which, az 
we know, he long foreſaw : Or, ag bales 
himſelf inveſted with all power in heaven 
and earth, he. could, without any difficulty, 
have miniſtered to all her neceſſities, and 
preſerved her from every danger. But, willing 
to ſet an example of filial tenderneſs to all 
mankind, as well as to ſhew us, that human 
means are always to be uſed, even where ye 
have the utmoſt reaſon to depend upon the 
divine providence ; to exemplify theſe great 
truths, he forgot not, in the hour of anguiſh, 
the concerns of his parent, but provided for 
her with the moſt affecting tenderneſs, 


And lives there a child, who does not feel 
the force of this great example, or would 
not act jo imitation of it, upon ſimilar cir- 
cumftances ?—I would hope not. For, if 
ſuch there be, let them conſider in how 
Hateful a light they muſt appear before their 


God and Saviour, and in the aye? of all 
mankind, who agree to hold in the utmoſt 
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er, WH abhorrence ſuch as are inſenſible to the 
lly obligations of parental care, and uagrateful 
e. to thoſe whom God and nature have made 


their beſt benefaQors | Of all pleaſures, that 
of returning benefits, and repaying debts of 
gratitude, is certainly the moſt exquiſite to 
an ingenuous mind; and-what benefits, what 
debts can be equal to thoſe which we owe 
to good parents, for all their kind concern 
and heart-felt anxiety on our accounts | If 
there is a ſatis ſaction more peculiarly diving 
upon eatth, it muſt be that which the ſoul 
icceives, when enabled to rejoice the parent's 
heart, and to ſhew ourſelves ſenſible of the 
love we have! received, and of the tribute we 
owe for the innumerable kindneſſes which 
they have. conferred. ; 


Indeed, as the foundation of almoſt alt re- 
| ligious, as well as ſocial virtue, is. laid in 
parental, and_ filial love, we therefore find 

that God hath provided by every method to 
encourage and keep up this laudable affection. 
For, not only a ſtrong inſtinct in the foul, 
naturally leads to a due performance of this 
duty; on either ſide, an inſtint, ſtrong 
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both in parent and child, though, for wiſe 
and good reaſons, more preyalent-perhaps 
in the former: Not only hath God fo order- 
ed it, that the human race come into the 
world more helpleſs, and continue-longer ſo, 
than the offspring of any other creatures ; by 
which means the affection is -wonderfully 
cemented on both ſides; — the parent's heart 
being won by the thouſand little pleaſing en- 
dearments of the child, and the child's heart 


being engaged by the conſtant recurrence of - 


parental care and love: Not only, L ſay, bath 
the great God of nature thus provided for this 
virtue, by the original conſtitution of man; 
but im his ſacred revelation, Hehath bound up- 
on us this duty by promiſes the moſt engaging, 
and by threats the moſt formidable. | 


The firſt commandment, nay, the only 


commandment to which he hath annexed 
any promiſe, is that which inculcates honour 
to parents: What ſtronger -proof can we 
have of the importance and of the advantage 
of this duty? And on the other ſide, what 
ſtronger proof can we have of the danger of 
neglecting it, and of the high deteſtation af 
(God towards thoſe who negleR it, than the 


*r 


Ar re 


+ SERMON m. 77 
temembilince, that in his law God hath de- 
nounced a puniſhment upon this crime, equal 
to that of blaſphemy againſt himſelf ? “He 
that curſeth his father or bis mother, ſhall 
ſurely be put to death !” In agreement 
wherewith, the wiſe man remarks, The eye 
that mocketh at his father, and deſpiſeth 
to obey his mother, the ravens of the valley 
ſhall pluck it out, and the young eagles 
mall eat it“! 

'] "4 | 

In perf nee with theſe paſſages of 
ſcripture, we find that all nations have agreed 
to honour and thoſe, who honour and 
eſteem their parents; and to hold in abhorrence 
ſuch ag are deficient in this firſt of all moral 
duties. The ancient Romans, as well as ſome 
other people, carried this matter to a great 
length: they gave parents the abſolute right of 
life and death over their children : And the 
Chineſe at preſent, are remarkable for. the 
reverence they exact from children to their 
parents, Their puniſhment of parricide, if 
ſuch a thing ever happens, is the moſt 
exemplary and ſevere. The criminal, in this 
caſe, is cut into ten thouſand pieces, which 
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are afterwards burned ; his houſes aud lands 
ate deſtroyed; and even the hovſes that 
Nood near him; 4 to remain as monument 
of ſo deteſted a crime, or rather, that all 
remembrance of ſo abominable à villainy 
may be effaced from the earth!“ “ 


a N n 3 

And as ſuch general horror and diſappro- 
bation attends the neglect of this duty, ſo 
as general a complacence follows upon tbe 
due performance, Tell us that a per- 
fon excells in filial affection; that he is 
careful. and anxious to oblige, bleſs and 
aſſiſt his parents; and we ſcarcely aſk; for 
any further recommendation, We receive 
ſuch a one to our immediate eſteem z ſot 
we ſcarcely imagine that there can be 2 
bad heart, where this good affection ſo hap- 
pily rules. It is the fame with hiſtorieal 
perſons; how much are we pleaſed with 
thoſe characters, who have diſtinguiſted 
themſelves for this virtue! Who beholds 
not Joſeph, for inſtance, with an eye of 
greater regard and veneration, when falling 
down on his knees before his old und al- 


o See Du Halde's Hiſtory of Chins. 
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$i2ed parent; than when he ſees nim riding 
in the fit chariot of the kingdom, and 
all the people bending their knees before 
him. Joſeph the Son, is far more reſpectabſe 
even that Joſeph the Deliverer of Egypt! 
Nor is S6lomon the wife, and the glorious, 
ever more glorious and wiſe, than when he 
p- riſes up from his throne ts meet his mother, 
ſo bowing himſelf unto her, and cauſing her 
e to fit don on his right hand. When Kings 
. ſet ſuch examples of filial reverence, (and 
8 we know there are Kings who ſet ſuch ex- 
d amples,)—let us hope the imitation may be- 
r come perieral, to the exquiſite comfort 'and- 
e 

c 

) 
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happineſs of parents: And ſurely the voice 
of ever-diffatisfied cenſure and malevolence, 
will not date to condemn an example, 
which every virtuous heart muſt approve 
| and admire. 


Very many pleaſing inſtances of filial af- 
fetion, might eaſily be produced from ſacred: 
and profane hiſtory, to ſhew the general 
approbation of this virtue. The Roman 
daughter, in particular, lives in every dne's 
memory and eſteem, who hazarded her life 
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continually to viſit her poor aged father iq 
priſon; and who, cruelly prevented from 
bringing that wretched parent food, 
ſupported him, by the milk of — own 
breaſt, Happy, happy daughter! thus wit- 
neſſing her tender afteAion, and winning to 
herſelf an immortal memory in the hearts of 
all . generations 


From the whole then, you ſee hs Duty to 
Parents is of the firſt conſequence z and would 
you, my young friends, recommend yourſelyes 
to the favour of your God and father, would 
you imitate the example of your. adorable 
Redeemer, and be made an inheritor of his 
precious promiſes ; would you enjoy the peace 
and comforts of this life, and the good eſteem 
of your fellow-creatures;—Reverence' your 
parents ;-—and be it your conſtant endeavour, 
as it will be your greateſt ſatisfaRian, to wit- 
neſs your high ſenſe of, and to make ſome te- 
turns for the obligations you owe to them, 
by every act of filial obedience and love, 


Let their commands be ever ſacred in 
your ears, and implicitly obeyed, where 
they do not contradict the commands of 
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Cod: Pretend not to be wiſer than they, 
who have had ſo much more experience than 
yourſelyes ; and deſpiſe them not, if haply 
vou ſhould be fo bleſt, as to have gained 
legte of knowledge or of fortune ſuperior 
to them. Let your carriage towards them 
be always reſpectful, reverent, and ſub- 
miſſive; let your words be always affectionate 
and humble, and eſpecially beware of pert, 
and ill ſeeming replies; of angry, diſcon- 
tented, and peeviſh looks. Never imagine; 
if they thwart your wills, or oppoſe your 
inclinations, that this ariſeth from any thing 
but love to you: Sollicitous as op have 
ever been -for your welfare, always con- 
ſider the ſame Leo ſollicitude as exerting 
itſelf, even in caſes moſt oppoſite to your 
deſires; And let the remembrance of what 
they have done and ſuffered for you, ever 
preſerve you from acts of diſobedience, and 
ſom paining thoſe good hearts, which have 
already feltTo much for you, their children. 


Noubtleſs, you have all too much ingenvity 
of temper, to think of repaying the fears 
ind bleeding anxieties they have experienced 
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for your welfare, by deeds of unkindnefs, 
which will pierce them to the ſoul ; which per- 
haps will break the ſtrings of a heart, of which 
you, and you only, have long had the ſole poſ- 
ſeflion '—No, my young friends, fo far from 
this, you will think it the greateſt happineſs 
of your lives, to follow your bleſſed Saviour's 
example, and to ſhew the moſt tender con- 
cern for your parents; particularly if, like his, 
yours ſhould happen to be a widow'd parent; 
a mother deprived of her chief bappineſs and 
Nay, by the loſs of a huſband, for which 
nothing can compenſate but the dutiful 
and affectionate behaviour of her childreg: 
who are bound in that caſe to maniſaſt 
double kindneſs, and to alleivate, by all the 
tenderneſs and affection imaginable, the many 
difliculties and ſorrows of widowhood. Thoſe 
amongſt you in ſuch circumſtances, will, 1 
perſuade myſelf, think it your greateſt de- 
light to excell in every office of Filial Lovez 
you will rejoice to teſtify by all means in 
your power that love to them, to whom, 
under God, you owe all bleſſings, and to 
whom, as the givers of your being, and of 
your well-being, of your education, religion, 
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ſubſiſtence, you oe more than can ever de 
paid. 1 1 who can make ſome re- 
turn'! happieſt they, who can make the 
zreateſt'} for the ealure of doing ſo, is the 
moſt divine and exquiſite which this world 
can give, or to be equalled only by that 
which the joyful parent ſhares, in the 
pleaſing reception of ſo acceptable. a tribute! 


And let parents never forget, that ouch, 
very much of this happineſs is in their 
own power 4 that it depends upon themſelves, 
and their early cultivation of their childrens 
minds: an important truth, which can never 
be too much eriforc d. If parents, actuated 
only by the ftrong impulſe of natural love, 
uſe not thoſe endeavours to cultivate the 
young mind, which are abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary; if blind fondneſs, ever fatal, prevents 
them from plucking up thoſe evil weeds 
ich eaſily ſhew themſelves in the human 
ert, and which, ſuffered to grow up, 
will choak the feed of every better plant; 


„ Parentes ride habers debemvs, quod ab fie 
ot vita, matrimonium, libertas, civitas. tradita ok,” 


Ge. poſt Red, in Sen, K z. 
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they muſt not wonder if their children. 
afterwards prove head-ftrong, gell, willeg, 
diſobedient, and tear their hapleſs, heart 
with. anguiſh, inſtead of ſoothing them with 
all the comforts of filial love. Wiſe are 
thoſe parents, who early inure their Children 


to diſcipline, early tinCture their young ming 


with the knowledge of religion, and the 
love of virtue, and early lead their young 
feet into that bleſſed peaceful path, which 


once trod, and well known, they will | find 


too delightful ever to forſake. 4 


t WES: 


And great cauſe there is to do ſo, — 


account; not only for their own, not only 
for their children's happineſs in this world, 
but more eſpecially for their happineſs ini the 


next; to which they perhaps may. be called 
much earlier than expected; may be cut 


down, lovely flowers, even in their bloom! 


And then, how unplcaſing a reflection, that 


they have been taught little of God, and 


of their Saviour, while every attention has 
been given to inſtruct them in the diſ- 
cipline of this world! Let that thought 


dwell upon your, minds, and induce you 
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(uy young friends) to ſeek the Lord in 


your youth; that, if be ſhould give you an 


early ſummons to his kingdom, you may 
de found ready and ripe for it; or if not, 


may, by the advantages of an early piety, 
advance to greater perfection, and uſo 
life with ſuperior comfort, g 


Too apt, alas! are we all, in the full 


vigour of life, ty forget that we may be cut 


down as the graſs, and wither as a green 
herb! But melancholy inſtances. are ſome- 
times preſented' before our view, to teach us 
this knowledge, and to ſhew us that im- 
partial death pays no reſpect to youth or 
bloom, but levels theſe with as much 
unconcern as he levels age and infirmi- 
ties !—How affecting the caſe which hath: 
led me to (theſe refleftions A youn 

man, amiable in his perſon, engaging in his 
manners, "conſcientious and exact in his 
duties, juſt blooming into life, the only 
ſon of his afflicted parents, in a moment, 
cut down and corrupting in the duſt !—— 
Who, but muſt feel for thoſe parents, en- 
compaſſed. with. ſevereſt diſtreſs ? who but 
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muſt feel the ſelf-conviQing thought, that no 
age is ſecure or exempt from the ſtroke of 
death ;—that ſtroke, which from this world 
conveys us to the preſence of almighty God, 
and where our faithful diſcharge of duty 
below, will, through Chriſt,, undoubtedly ad- 
mit us to the fullneſs of bliſs : A thought 
which muſt awaken in every parent's heart 
an anxious concern for. the ſpiritual iaftruc- 
tion of their children, and in the heart of 
every child, a ſteady reſolution to honour and 
obey their parents, that fo God. may finally 
approve and bleſs them with length of days, 
even an eternity of days, in the land of rgſt 
and peace. Which, &c, 


AXECDOTES, recommending Filial Love. 


1. As ſome Chriſtian captives at Algiers, 
who had been ranſomed, were by 
diſcharged, the cruizers brought i m__ 
veſſel, among the crew of which was the 
father of one of thoſe ranſomed captiyes. 
The ſon ſoon made himſelf known. to the 
old man, but their unhappineſs to meet in 
ſuch a place, as may well be conceived, 
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was grievous to both, The young man, 
however, conſidering that the Qlavery his 
father was about to undergo, would inevi- 
tably put an end to his life, requeſted that he 
might be releaſed, and himſelf detained in his 
room ; which was immediately granted. But 
when the ſtory was told to the governor, 
he was ſo affected with it, that he cauſed the 
ſon likewiſe to be diſcharged, as the reward 
of his filial and exemplary tenderneſs. 


* 


2. One of the favourites of King Henry 
the Fifth, when Prince of Wales,' having 
deen indiaed for ſome miſdemeanour, was 
condemned, notwithſtanding all the intereſt 
the Prince could make in his favour; inſo- 
much, that he was ſo incenſed at the iſſue 
of the trial, as to ſtrike the judge on the 
bench, This magiſtrate, whoſe name was 
Sir William Gaſcoigne, acted with a ſpirit 
becoming hiv character: He inſtantly ordered 
the Prince to be committed to priſon z and 
young Henry, by this time ſenſible of the 
inſult he had offered to the laws of his 
country, ſuffered himſelf to be quietly con- 
ducted to gaol, by the officers of juſtice. The 
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King (Henry the Fourth) who was an ex- 


"cellent judge of mankind, was no ſooner in- 
formed of this tranſaction, than he cried out 
in a tranſport of joy, Happy is the King, 
who has a Magiſtrate poſſeſſed, of courage 
to execute the laws; and till more happy, 
in having a Son. who will ſubmic to ſuch 
chaſtiſement! - 


3. Boleſlaus the fourth, King of Poland, 


had a picture of his father, which he 


carried about his neck, ſet in a plate of gold; 
and when he was going to ſpeak, or do 
any thing of importance, he took this pleaſing 


monitor in bis hand, and kiſſing it, uſed to. 


ſay, ** My Dear father, may I do nothing 
remiſsly, or unworthy, of thy name !” 


4. Among the incredible number of per- 
ſons who were proſcribed under the ſecond 
triumvitate of Rome, were the celebrated 
orator Cicero, and his brother Quintus. 
When the news. of this proſcription was 
brought to them, they endeavoured to make 
their eſcape to Brutus, in Macedon, They 
travelled together for one time, mutualiy 
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eondoling their bad fortune: But as their de- 
parture had been very precipitate, and. they 
vere not furniſhed with money and other 
neceſfaries for the voyage, it was agreed 
that Cicero ſhould make what haſte he 
could to the ſea · ſide to ſecuro their paſ- 
ſage; and that Quintus ſhould return home 
to make more ample proviſion. But, as in 
moſt houſes there were as many inſormers 
2s domeſticks, his return was immediately 


known, and the houſe in conſequence filled 


with ſoldiers and aſſaſſins. Quintus con- 
cealed himſelf fo effectually, that the ſoldiers 
could not find, him. Enraged at their diſ- 
appointment, they put his ſon to the torture, 
in order to make him diſcover the place 
of his father's concealment ; but filial af- 
tection was proof in this young Roman 
againſt. the moſt exquiſite tormonts. An 
involuntary ſigh, and ſometimes a deep groan, 
was all thaz-could be extorted from the gene- 
rous youth. His agonies were increaſed ; 
but, with. amazing fortitude, he ftill per- 
liſted in his. reſoJution, not to betray his 
father. Quintus was not far off; and it 
may better be imagined, than can be en- 
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preſſed, how the heart o a father m 
have been affected with the ſighs and groan 
of # ſon expiring in torture, to ſave bis life, 
He could bear it no longer z but, quitting 
the place of his concealment, preſented 
himſelf to the aflaflins, beſeeching them 
with a flood of tears to put him to death, 
and diſmiſs the innocent child ; whoſe gene- 
rous behaviour the triumvirs themſelves,-if 
informed of the fact, would judge worthy of 
the higheſt approbation and reward, But 
the inbuman monſters, without being in the 
leaſt touched by the tears either of the 
father or the ſon, anſwered, that they both 
muſt die the father, becauſe he was pro- 
ſcribed z and the ſon, becauſe he had con- 
cealed his father, Upon this, a new conteſt 
of tenderneſs aroſe, who ſhould die the firſt} 
Which however the afſafline ſoon decided, by 
beheading them both at the ſame time. 


3. Solon, the Spartan legiſlator, never would 
eſtabliſh any law againſt parricides, or pa- 
rent-killers, ſaying, 4 The Gods forbid that 
a monſter ſhould ever come into our common» 
wealth !“ and it is certain that upwards of 
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two centuries elapſed, from the firſt building 


Rome, D 8 


— 2 — then fowed 
up in a ſagk, together with a cock, a viper, 


a dog and an ape, and ſo thrown headlong 
into the ſea, 


6, The Emperor of China on certain days 
of the year pays u viſit to his mother, who ls 
ſeated on athrone to receive him 1 and four 
times on his feet, and — — 
he makes her « nd odeiſance, dowing 
— — The ſame cuſtom 
is alſo obſerved through the greateſt part of 
the empire; and if it appears that any one 
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is negligent or deficient in this duty ts 
- His patents, he is able to a comp nt 
before the magiſtrates, who puri{li fllch ol. 
Fenders with much ſeverity. This however 
js ſeldom the caſe ; no people, in geterel, 
expreſling more filial reſpect and duty thin 
they. A 


7. Sir Thomas More ſeems to have emu - 
lated this beautiful example z for, being 
Lord Chancellor of England at the fume 
time that his father was a Judge of the King's 
bench, he would always, on his enteting 
Weſtminſter Hall, go firſt to the King" 
bench, and aſk his father bleſſing, before te 
went to fit in the Court of Chancery 8 if 
hereby to ſecure ſucceſs in the great deciſions 
of his high and important office, ; 


8. During an eruption of mount tna 
many years ſince, the danger it occaſioned.to- 
the inhabitants of the adjacent /country 
became very imminent, and the flames flying 
about, they were obliged to retire to a greater 
diſtance, Amidſt the hurry and confuſion: 
of ſuch a ſcene, (every one flying and carrying 
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way whatever they deemed moſt precibus,) 
two ſons, the one named Anaplas, the other 
Amphinomug, in the height of their ſolliei- 
tude for the preſervation of their wealth | 
and goods, xecollected their father and 
mother, who, being - both, very old, Were 
unable to ſave themſelves by fight. Fillal 
tenderneſs (et aſide every other conſideration gy 
and * Where,” cried. the generous youthsy 
« (hall we And a more, precious. treaſure, 
« than thoſe who begat, and gave us being?” 
This ſaid, the one took up his father on his 
ſhoulders, the other his mother and fo made 
thelr way h the ſurrounding ſmoke and 
flames, The ſtruck all beholders with 
the higheſt, admlratlon z and they and thelr 
poſterity ever after called the path they took 
in their retreat, „The field of the Wen 
in memory of this ney W ö 


9. A woman of Agia dien in Rome had 
been condemned to a capital puniſhment: 
The pretor accordingly delivered her up to 
the triumvir, who cauſed her to be carried 
to priſon, in order to be put to death, The 
gaoler, who had orders to execute her, was 
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moved with compaſſion, and could not w. 
ſolve to kill her: He determined therefore 
to let her die of hunger ; defies whith;'he 
ſuffered her daughter to ſee ber in priſon, 
taking care however, to have her Agency 
examined, leſt ſhe might bring her ſuſtenunte. 
Av this continued many days, he was” fur. 
prized that the priſoner ved fo long without 
eating; and, ſuſpecting the daughter, upon 
watching her, he diſcovered that” (like the 
famous Xantippe, daughter of Cimom) ſue 
| nouriſhed | ber parent with the mille of her 
own breaſts, Amazed at ſo pious, and dt the 
ſame time ſo ingenious 2 He 
yemured to tell the fac to the triumvir; an 
the triumvir to the practor z who thought the 
circumſtance worthy of being reluted iu the 
aſſembly of the people; The. min e 
pardoned :. A derree paſſed; mat the wether” 
and daughter ſhould be ſubſiſted for the 
reſidue of their lives, at the "exptnce ef 
the publick ; and, to crown the whole. that 
prone a6 ny ans +a e e 
„ * 
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10. Epaminondas the Theban, general, 
being aſked ** What was. the moſt pleaſing 
event that had happened to him in, bis whole) 
lie!“ chearfully anſwered, 4+. Jt was, this 


that be had obtaived that glorious victory 
over the LewQrians, at a time, whey his father 
the 


and mother 
news,” | 
— was. at Samos; /after: 


the famous battle of Adtium, which made 
him maſter of the univerſe, he held a council, 


were both living to. enjoy 


„ ls 17 
f 4 * 4 * 


been engaged in Anthony's party. Among! 
the reſt, there was brought before him 
Metellus, an old man, oppteſſed with years | 
and infirmities, disfigured by a Jong beard | 
and diſhevelled hair, but eſpecially by his 
cloaths, which, .theough his ill ſortune, were - 
become very ragged, The fon of this Metel- 
lus, ſat as one of the Judges, and at faſt. 
could not eaſily | difcrigzinate his father, 
through this deplorable . appearance): At 
length, however, after viewing him narrow 
having ed his features, inſtead 
deing aſhamed) to. own him, he ran $9: 


in order to examine the priſanemu who, had 


* 
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embrace the old man, and cried 
Then, returning toward the tribunal/* Cam, 
ſaid he, my father has been your enemy, 
1 your officer : He deſerves to de puniſhed, 
and 1 to be rewarded. The favour I deſire 
of you is, either to ſave him on my account, 
or to otdet me to be pat to death with him.“ 
All the Judges were touched with commile- 


ration at this affecting ſcene ; and Octavius 
himſelf relenting, granted to old Metallo 


1 „ „ erg ena 
nu 124 imviaue *111 10 10 gam m' 

115.0 Darius invalled 'Seythia with all che 
forces of his empire: The Scythians retited 
by little and little, till they came at length 
to the uttermoſt deſarts of Aſia. + Here Darius 
ſent his ambaſſador” to them, to demahd 
where it was they propoſed to conelude their 
retreat, and when they intended to. begin 
fighting. They returned him for anſwer, 
with the ſpirit ſo peculiar to that nation, 
« That they had no cities, nor cultivated 
fields, for the defence of which they ſhould 
give him battle; but when once be was 
come to the place of their fathers; monu- 
ments, he ſhould then underſtand in what- 


\ 
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manner the Scythians uſed to fight:” So 
great a reverence had even that barbarons 
nation for the aſhes of theic anceſtors ! 


13- The Emperor Decimus, intending and 
deſiring to place the crown on the head of 
Decius his ſon, the young Pringe refuſed 
it in the moſt ſtrenuous manner; ſaying, *« I 
am afraid, Jeſt, being made an Emperor, I 
ſhould forget that I am a Son. I had rather 
be no Emperor, and a dutiful ſon, than an 
Emperor, and ſuch a ſon as hath forſaken his 
que obedience, Let then my father bear the 
rule; and let this only be M empire, —to 
obey with all humility, and to fulfil what- 
foever he ſhall command me.“ Thus the 
ſolemnity was waved, and the young man 
was not crowned ; unleſs mankind ſhall ſay, 
that this ſignal piety towards an "indulgent 
parent, was a more glorious diadem to the 
ſon, than that which conſiſted merely of gold 


and. jewels, 


Volo th R 


SERMON Iv. 
On F 8 Love. 
JOHN xi. 5. 


Naw Jeſus loved Martha, and her filter, and 
Lazarus, 


T has been always allowed, that the cul- 

tivation of young minds is of the utmoſt 
importance; not only becauſe the happineſs 
of ſtates greatly depends on the virtue and 
abilities of the riſing generation; but becauſe 
the ſelicity of young perſons in future life, is 
immediately connected with the improve- 
ments and advantages they receive in youth. 
It therefore greatly concerns not only parents, 
dut all thoſe who are entruſted with the in- 
ſtruction of youth, to be more than ordinarily 
ſollicitous,, ſo to form and embelliſh their 
minds, as to give them a probable hope 
of enjoying themſelves, as well as of becom- 
ing uſeful members in ſociety, when called 
forth to fill up their places on the ſtage of 
. life, 
H 2 
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Strongly impreſſed with this idea, and very 
fully convinced of its weight and truth, I 
have often, during the courſe of my preaching, 
addreſſed myſelf occaſionally to my younger 
hearers ; wiſhing to gain their hearts, and 
engage them early in a ſervice, whoſe re- 
wards are ſure, and inexpreſſibly great, 
But, revolving in my mind the cauſe of theſe 
lambs of the flock, this tender and ſollici- 
tous charge, I have reſolved, by God's aſ- 
üſtance, to lay before them a ſeries of 
diſcourſes, calculated more eſpecially, for the 
inſtruction of thoſe of my own ſex,—And 
having enlarged already, with this view, on 
the ſtriking Advantages of Early Piety, on 
the deplorable Conſequences of vicious and 
bad Habits in Youth, and alſo on that firſt 
and indiſpenſable Duty of Love and Reverence 
to Parents; I now proceed to recommend, 
as next in order and importance, the Duty 
of Fraternal Love; a duty not leſs inforced 
by nature, than by religion, and by every 
conſideration of preſegt advantage and com- 
fort, 


+ 
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1. Next to filial Iove, it is certainly one of 
the moſt natural propenſities of the human 
heart. The great and wiſe Creator, who 
eſtabliſhed the preſent mode of being, has 
certainly implanted and interwoven in the 
very texture of the foul, all thoſe tender 
and amiable charities, which are fo pleaſing 
in themſelves, while they are indiſpenſably 
neceſſary to the being and good order of 
ſociety, And he has ſo direded the mode 
of living, at our entrance upon life, that 
every thing is calculated to improve and 
ſtrengthen theſe natural tendencies. Born 
of the ſame parents, brothers and fiſters 
hang at the fame fond breaſt, and drink the 
ſime milk; fed beneath the ſame roof, they 
ſhare the ſame united and tender cares, the 
ſame ideas are impreſled, and they are taught 
to regard each other as cemented by ties of 
the moſt endearing and indiſſoluble ſort, No 
wonder hence, that a mutual and increaſing 


prepolleſſion for each other gains upon the 


heart; while.cuſtom unites with nature, and 
both are ſtrengthened by parental wiſdom and 
tollicitude» Where that wiſdom and follici- 


tude are properly exerted, Fraternal Love is 
II 3 


| 
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ſeldom wanting: its deficiency, for the moſt 
part, muſt be attributed either to the parent's 
careleſsneſs and neglect to cultivate it; or to 
an evil, which all wiſe parents will moſt 


carefully avoid; a partial fondneſs ſhewn 
to one, in negle of other children. 


*Tis undoubted, that ſome children from 
nature inherit qualities, which render them 
more amiable and engaging than others, and 
there are circumſtances in life which naturally 
lead to prejudices in favour of peculiar chil- 
dren : But, whatver the parental heart may 
feel, it will always exert the moſt cautious en- 
deavours to conceal any ſuch partialities ; well 
aſſured that they are not only blameable in 
in themſelves, but very frequently the cauſe 
of breaking that golden cord of paternal 
affetbn, which ſhould always be kept moſt 
ſacredly united, and which no jealouſies 
ſhould be allowed to diſſolve or diſturb, 
Without theſe, nature -rightly encouraged, 
and parents duly improving the affection, 
fraternal love for the moſt part, will reign 
amongſt children; for it is agreeable to na- 
ture, and all the right tendencies of nature 
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vill undoubtedly operate as they are deſigned, 
if not diſturbed in their regular courſe, if 


properly directed and aided by the wiſe hand 
of prudence and e 


2. And ſuch prudence and experience will 
always apply to religion more eſpecially, for 
this aid and direction: For the religion of 
Jeſus Chriſt, amongſt a thouſand charaQeri- 
ſticks of its excellence, has this peculiar 
recommendation, that it coincides with, and 
beautifully enforces all the fineſt feelings of 
vature, Indeed, its higheſt and moſt diſtin- 
guiſhing doQtrine,—that, I mean, of univerſal 
love, is founded upon that fraternal relation, 
in which all men ſtand to each other. 
Children of the great father of the univerſe, we 
are called ** to love as brethren.” Brotherly, 
affection therefore is not only expected in the 
profeſſors of this religion, but is the beſt 
foundation for the attainment of its per- 


Though there are numberleſs other motives (ſays a 
worthy father, writing to his ſon) to incite {Fraternal Love] 
that natural tendency of a good heart; yet, were there no 
other, its being pleaſing to the Almighty, is a ſufficient 
inducement ſor its cultivation | in every worthy breaft.” 


H 4 


7204 SERMON IV. 


fection, and conſequently, moſt acceptable 
in the ſight of God. 


We have a pleaſing proof how eſtimable 
it was in the ſight of our adorable Re- 
deemer, from the friendſhip wherewith he 
honoured Lazarus and his ſiſters, ** Jeſus 
loved Martha, and herſiſter, and Lazarus: 
no doubt, becauſe this happy family excelled 
in fraternal and ſiſterly affection, and, truly 
loving each other, were worthy of the love 
of Jeſus, That they excelled in this af- 
fection, is ſufficiently evident from that 
. anxiety which the ſiſters ſhewed, when their 
worthy and much—valued brother lay danger- 
ouſly fick ; when they ſent that importunate 
and affecting meſſage to their friend; * Lord! 
behold He whom thou ldveſt is ſick,” Happy 
Lazarus, bleſſed with ſuch fiſters! Happy 
fiſters, bleſſed with a brother ſo worthy your 
tendereſt eſteem | Happy family, whoſe united 
affection was crowned with ſuch friendſhip as 
that of the Saviour of the World! Oh, my 
young friends ! feel you not in your hearts 2 
laudable enyy of this favoured family? an ear- 
neſt emulation to be loved like them? Be- 
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geye me, that emulation need not be in vain. 
Tis with yourſelves to be bleſt and to be 
favoured no leſs than Lazarus and bis ſiſters; 
Love one another as they loved; be as cor- 
dially ſollicitous for each other's beſt welfare: 
and reſt confidently aſſured, that Jeſus will 
love you, as he did Martha, and her dle, and 
Lazarus. 


3. That fraternal love is agreeable to nature, 
and well-pleaſing to God, ſhould certainly 
be its ſufficient recommendation; but, beſides 
this, it is productive of many advantages, 
and attended with many comforts.  ** Be» 
hold how good and joyful a thing it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity!“ That 
family can ſcarcely fail of fortune and ſelieity, 
who, brought up together in love, are early 
taught to conſider each other's intereſts as 
one, and continue through life mutually to 
ſerve and aſſiſt each other, Hence it is, 
that we frequently find theſe parents. mold 
fingularly bleſt in their families, who, having 
had the largeſt number of children, have 
made it their firſt and lateſt care to unite 
thoſe children ia the bonds of brotherly 


106 S ERM ON VV. 


love. Human policy, every conſideration 
incites to this care, For, as brothers ate 


to each other the beſt and moſt faithful 
of friends ;* ſo are they, when diſunited, 
too often the moſt bitter and prejudicial of 
enemies: and that houſe can ſcarcely expect 
much worldly ſucceſs or advancement, where 
jarring intereſts and jarring ſentiments ſepa- 
rate thoſe who ought to be chief friends, 


The ancients, my young friends, con- 
veyed much of their inſtruction in fables, 
And there is one, which perhaps you may 
| know, but which well deſerves to be repeated, 
as it is not only applicable to our preſent ſub- 
je, but very inſtructive in itſelf, A tender 
father, on his death · bed, called his children 
around him, and preſenting them with a (mall 
bundle of twigs, ordered them to try, one 
after another, with all their force if they 
could break it, They tried, but could not; 
* Unbind. it now, ſaid he, and take every 


. Quiz amicior, quam frater fratri? aut quem alienum 
fidum invenies, 6 tuis hoſtis fueris? c. See the ſpeech 
of Micipſa to ne in Salloſt, . Bell. * 347+ 
Edie, Waſle, - 
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rwig of it ſeparately, and ſee what you 
can do by that means.” They did ſo, and 
with great eaſe, one by one, they broke it all 
to pieces. Behold, ſaid he, my dear 
children, the true emblem of your condition, 
Keep together, and you will be ſafe, unhurt, 
and proſperous, Divide, and you are cer- 
tainly undone,” | 


4. But the advantages of Fraternal Love, 
however great, are not comparable to the 
comforts and honours which it brings. For 
all the advantages in the world, could they 
be attained, become but ſplendid miſeries, 
when the mind is harraſſed and diſtreſſed, and 
the boſom torn with the chagrin of uneaſy 
paſhons, And what chagrin, what un- 
eaſineſs can be more painful, than that which 
ariſes from domeſtick quarrels and diviſions ; 
when brother is ſet againſt brother, and the 
houſe divided againſt itſelf totters to its 
fall? 


The abuſe of the beſt things is always the 


worſt, It is eminently the caſe with fraternal 


affection: Fraternal hatred is even prover- 
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bial for the bittereſt hatred; and who knows 
not how devoid of comfort that heart muſt 


be, where ſuch hatred rankles and boils! it 
On the contrary, what inexpreſlible delight, wy 
when brothers and ſiſters of one family live mY 
together in all the harmony of friendſhip and blet 
good eſteem ! mutually delighted and charmed os 
with each other's preſence and ſociety |= 15 
Peace dwells in their boſom, and tranſport beats * 
at their heart. They know how to alleviate n 
each other's troubles and difficulties z they _ 
know how to impart and double each other's fir 
felicity and pleaſure. And if, perchance, their fi 
aged parents live, who have formed them . 

thus to love; whoſe early care provided for 

them this high feaſt of the moſt delicate 
fenſations ; what increaſing raptures do they 55 
feel, from bleſſing thoſe parents with this fruit 1 
of their care ! O ye happy parents, if I could Y 
envy any beings upon earth, it were You; t 
who ſee your youth renewed in good and b 
Cc 


worthy children flouriſhing around you; who 
fee thoſe children amply crowning your days 5 
and nights of paſt ſollicitude, not only with. f 
c 
: 


the moſt reverential reſpect to yourſelves, 
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but, with what you wiſh ſtill more, if poſ- 
ſible, with the firmeſt and moſt reſpectful 
love to each other! Who ſee thoſe children, 
with all the kindneſs of that love you ſought 
to inſpire, like olive branches verdant around 
you; bleſſed in you, bleſſed in each other, 
bleſſed in themſelves; the providence of 
God ſmiling upon them ; ſucceſs and honour 
attending their ſteps. Happy parents ! your's 
is a choſen lot. Happy parents | who from 
the moment they become ſuch, exert their 
utmoſt efforts to attain that lot, and to 
ſtrengthen by the bonds of religion and in- 
ſtruction, what nature ſo kindly implants, 
and will aid ſo much in the rearing, 


5. I ſaid that ſucceſs and honour accom- 
pany thoſe who excel in Fraternal Love: 
They will not only feel the moſt pleaſing 
comfort which the human heart can enjoy; 
they will not only have the greateſt pro- 
bability of worldly ſucceſs ; but they will 
certainly find that, which is indeed one great 
means of worldly advancement ; they will 


find real honour attending them : They will 
obtain all the advantages which accompany 


good reputation, 
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I dare appeal to the ſentiments of any man 
living upon this occaſion. You,involuntatily 
and immediately concejve a good opinion, of 
that young perſon, who diſtinguiſhes himſelf 
for his Fraternal and Filial Love. TI join both, 
becauſe I conceive they can never be ſeparated, 
He who loves his brethren and ſiſters, will 
unqueſtionably love his patents; as he who 
loves his chriſtian. brother, will afſuredly love 
his Father in heaven. Let a perſon be recom- 
mended to you as ecelling in this affec- 
tion; as remarkable for his tenderneſs and 
attachment to his family; Your heart will 
inſtantly bear teſtimony to him; you will 
eſteem and honour him. Contemplate 3 
whole family, eminent for their union and 
affection to each other: See the brother 
dutiful to their parents; kind and reſpectſul 
to their ſiſters; ſollicitous for, and ſerving each 
other ;—You cannot help admiring them; 
you are ſure there is virtue and .goodngl; 
amongſt them; you think, You ſpeak of 
them with pleaſure, and would, certainly, in 
worldly matters, prefer, where 'poſable, con · 
nections with them. This is the language 
pf nature, of feeling; tis anregt and 
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therefore juſt, But ſay, my young friends ! 
Can an argument more ſorcible be urged ſor 
jour cultivation of brotherly love; which will 
thus gain you the involuntary, and conſe- 
quently the beſt homage of your fellow-crea» 
tures; which will be at all times a-patran to re- 
commend, and an advocate to plead your cauſe 
in evexy honeſt breaſt ? Great and many are 
the advantages of good reputation, that jewel 
of ineſtimable price, — as perhaps may hereafter 
be ſhewn : Nor can you be too anxious to 
gain it, or too chary of it when gained, But 
take it from me, as an undoubted truth, 
nothing will tend ſo much to ſecure it,,-as 2 
regard to that virtue we are enforcing; as 
a tender and unwearied love of your brothers, 
a love founded in the heart, and exerting, 
itſelf in every friendly and fraternal action 3 
as a ſollicitous endeavour, to guard the 
bonour, to defend the rights, - to promote 
the happineſs of thoſe ſiſters, who have a 
greater, a more affecting claim upon your love, 
as being by providence ordained more de- 
ſenceleſs, to bleſs you. with the exquilig 
bonour and hagpineſs of groteQing them, _ 


| 
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Tenderer as they are by nature, and per. 
haps more ſuſceptible of the. gentler” affec- 
tions, it is their frequent praiſe to excel! 
greatly in this laudable attachment : And we 
ſee in the caſe of Lazarus before us, what 
good fiſters can do for their brother: Tbey 
can cal in Jeſus to his aid. By their piety 
and their prayers they can often obtain the 
beſt bleflings from heaven, and by the purity 
and engaging mildneſs of their behaviour, 
may win a brother, and raiſe him from the 
death of fin to the life of righteouſneſs and 
virtue. This, at leaſt, ſhould be the endea- 
your of thoſe, who ſee their brothers deviating 
from the path of truth and virtue. For ſuch 
as happily and unitedly walk together in 
thoſe paths; for ſuch as are anxious to com- 
municate good to each other ; ſpiritual good, 
more eſpecially ; (like Andrew, no ſobner 
finding the Mefliah themſelves, than haſtening 
to inform their own brother Simon, * and 


zealous to impart all the happineſs they 


themſelves receive;) For ſuch, I can find no 
words ſtrong enough to felicitate their choice? 
— You are acting agreeably to the beſt dictates 
of nature, conformably to the will and higheſt 


John ©, 40. 
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approbation of your God and Nedeemer: 
Your conduct is formed upon the beſt 
ciples of wiſdom ; Ike 'Godlinefy, . it is not 
only profitable for the world to come, but 
ſor "this world alſo 3“ it is the ſureſt road to 
ſucceſs 3 the likelieſt means to procure 
all the advantages of this Ne: Peace of 
mind, and the higheſt delights which the 
ſoul can retifh, will be your internal com- 
fort; and you may be infallfbly affured of 
the good eſteem and reſpe of all thoſe, 
who are worthy your eſteem; the virtuous 
and the good, will admire and applaud you. 


Need I, my young friends, offer any other 
arguments towards the cultivation of this 
victuous affeAibn ? Which would you tather 
be? —aſk your own hearts, —a Cain, ſtigma- 
tized by the hand of God bimſelf for frater- 
nal hatred ; 4riven from ſbeſety, an duteaſt 
and a vagadond, unnatural, irreligious, un- 
comfortable, deſpiſed, hated : of a Joſeph, 
melting with Fraternal Love ; forgiving every 
injury ; blefling with proſperity all his Houſe ; 
weeping over the necks of recovered brethren, 
bowing. the affeionate knee to an ancient 

Vol. I. If 


and venerable parent z virtuous, fearing God, 
abounding in plenty, in comfort, in glory? 
O where is the heart, that feels nqtthe 
contraſt? Yes, my young friends, while.you 
ſhrink with horror from the fratricide, of « 
Cain, you envy the life and ſalyatlon res 
ſtored by the affectlon of a Er 5 


Be it yours, like him, to even is your 
hearts that fear of God, which, ſo remark» 
ably ſuſtained him amidſt all bis trials and 
temptations ; which preſerved him from dey 
filing his maſter's bed, which preſerved him 


frem avenging himſelf on cruel and unworthy 


brothers z (for even a Joſeph had cruel and 
unworthy brethren) which, far from yenge- 
ance, inſpired him with the moſt amiable dil. 
poſition to forgive and not to forgive only, 
but to ſuccour and to ſave! And thus 10 
melt them to his love, by heaping coals * 
kindneſs on their heads. 


- 


Yes, it is the fear of God 1 which 
can give ſtability to this, as to every other 
virtue, Let parents then, whoſe hearts 
neareſt wiſh. it is, to ſee their children dwell 


, 
1 
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together in unity, let them early cultivate in 
\ their children that divine religion, whoſe 
bleſſed precepts ſo nobly enforce the duty of 
Fraternal Love, Wiſe are thoſe parents, and 
happy will they find themſelves, who, 'vold 
of all ſimple prejudices, who, never indulging 
to any ill-grounded partialities, labour to 
the utmoſt of their power to inculcate, from 
the earlieſt moment, the knowledge and. the 
love of God on their children's hearts ; who 
teach them that they have all one father, 
even God, and are bound, if they wpuld 
pleaſe him, to love as brethren ; (a duty {© 
ſweet, ſo beneficial and comfortable, that 
one would wonder there ſhould ever have 
been need to command it, had we not a 
much more ſtriking cauſe of wonder, in 
obſerving how little it is fulfilled;) Who 
teach their children, by every mild and gentie 

method to unite in reciprocal offices of love; 
pointing out to them the advantages, cauſing 
them to feel the comforts, to ſhure the 
honours, and by every poſſible method im- 
preſſing upon them the neceſſity, of this cloſe 
and dear union, to all their beſt intereſts both 
here and hereafter, Proceed with courage, 
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worthy and affeRionate parents, 
method z early and late Implore the 
of heaven on your beſt endeavours z and 
aſſured, that your children will riſe up 10 
bleſs you, and prove a crown of glory to 
your hoary heads, Which, Ke. 
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Anzcpotes, enforting Fraternal to 


1. Seylurus the Scythian, having fourſcore 
ſons, deſired nothing ſo much as to bring 
them up in the love of each other: and, 
to ſhew them how invincible ſuch & con- 
cotd would render them, as he lay on his 
death-bed, he called them around him, and 
giving to each of them a bundle of javeling, 
dade them try if they could break the bundles. 
The young men, having attempted, and de- 
elaring it impracticable, Scylurus untied the 
dundles in their preſence, broke the jayelins 
one by one, with the greateſt eaſe, and from 
thence took occaſion thus to addreſs Mis 
children, ** Behold, my ſons, your ſtrength; 
whilſt linked together in the bonds of amity; 
On the contrary, how weak, and what aa 
eaſy prey you muſt be, when ſeparated in 
your intereſts by diſcords and edition,” 
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2. As one of the water-bearers at the 
ſountaln of the Fauxbourgs St, Germain In 
Parle, was at hls uſual Jabours In Auguſt 
1766, he was taken away by « gentleman in 
a ſplendid conch, who proved to be his own 
brother, and who, at the age of three years 
had been carried to India, where he made a 
conſiderable fortune. 
France he had made inquiry reſpecting his 
family; and hearing that he had only one 
brother alive, and he in this humble con» 
dition of a water-bearer,” he ſought him 
out, embraced him with great affection, 
and brought him to his houſe ; where be 
gave him bills for upwards of a thouſand 
crowns per annum. | 


3. The learned and pious Biſhop Hall tells 


vs, in his “ Specialities,” that inſtead" of 


being ſent to the univerſity when 4 boy, 


he was very near being placed for education 


under a private tutor at Leiceſter ; But 


his elder brother having occaſion” to go to 
Cambridge about this time, and waiting 


upon a Fellow of Emmanuel College, the 


latter, on beating of the diverſion” of old 
. 1 3 


On bis return to 
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Mr. Hall's former purpoſes from, the uni- 
verſity, importunately . diſſuaded him from 
that new courſe, profeſiing to pity the loſs of 
ſuch good hopes. The elder brother, moved 
with theſe words, on his return home, ſell 
upon his knees to his father, and beſought 
him to alter ſo prejudicial a reſolution, 
and not ſuffer the young man's hopes to 
be drowne.| in. a ſhallow country. channel, 
but revive his firſt intentions ſor Cambridge 
adding, in the zeal of his affeRion, “that 
if the chargeableneſs of that courſe were 
the hindrance, he ſhould be rather pleaſed to 
ſell part of that land, which in the order of 
nature, he was to inherit, than to. abridge 
his brother of ſo happy. a, mean to per- 
fect his education.” This very uncommon 
and amiable inſtance of generoſity bad its 
due effect; and the world ſufficiently knows 
the ſucceſs. and bleſſing which attended it, 
through the excellent labours of this eloquent 
and devout prelate. bit 


$1 The father of that eminent lawyer Mr. 
Serjeant Glanvill had a good eſtate, which 
he intended to ſettle on his elder ſon ; but he 


proving a vicious young man, and there 
being no hopes of his recovery, he devolved 
it upon the Serjeant, who was his ſecond 
ſon, Upon the father's death, the eldeſt, 
finding that what he had before conſidered as 
the mere threatenings of 'an angry old man, 
were now but too certain, became melan- 


cholick, which by degrees wrought in him 


ſo great a change, that what his father could 
not prevail in while he lived, was now 
effected by the ſeverity of his laſt will. His 
brother obſerving this, called him, with 


many of his friends together to a feaſt; | 
where, after other diſhes had been ſerved ups 


he ordered one, which was covered, to be 
ſet before his brother, and defired him to 
uncover it; upon his doing which, the 
company, no leſs than himſelf, were ſur- 
priſed to find it full of writings, and ſtill more, 
when the Serjeant told them“ that he was 


now doing what he was ſure his father would 
have done, had he lived to ſce that happy 


change which they now all faw in his 
brother z and thereſore, he freely ny to 
him the Whole eſtate,” 


| 
| 


5. In the year 1585, the Portugueſe Car- 
racks ſailed from Liſbon to Goa, ..a very 
rich and Rouriſhing colony of that nation in 
the Eaſt Indies, On board of ane\of theſe 
veſſels, there were no leſs than tüuco ſoule, 
matiners, paſſengers, prieſts, and friars : The 
beginning of their voyage was proſperous, 
but not many days aſter, through the per- 


vetſeneſs of the pilot, the ſhip ſtruck on a 


rock, and inſtant death began to ſtare them 
in 'the face, In this diſtreſs, the captain 
ordered the pinnace to be launched, into 
which having toſled a ſmall quantity of 
biſcuit, and ſome boxes of marmalade, he 
jumped in himſelf, with 19 others,; who 
with their ſwords prevented the coming of 
any more, leſt the boat ſhould fiak. - Thus 
ſcantily equipped, they put off into the great 
Indian ocean, without a compaſs to ſteer by, or 
any freſh water, but what might happen to fall 
from the heavens, whoſe mercy alone cold 
deliver them. At the end of 4 or 5 days, the 
captain died with fickneſs, and they were 
obliged, to prevent confuſion,” to ele one 
of their company to command them, This 
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perſon propoſed to them to draw lots, and 
caſt every 4th man overboard, their ſmall 
ſtock of proviſion being now ſo far ſpent, 
a5 not to be able, at very ſhort allowance, 
to ſuſtain life above three duys longer. To 
this they agreed, fo that there were 4 to 
die out of their unhappy number, the cap- 
tain, a ſriar, and a carpenter being exempted _ 
by general conſent, The lots being caſt, 
three of the firſt ſubmitred to their fate, 
after they had confeſſed and received abſo- 
lution, The 4th vitim was a Portugueſe 
gentleman, that had a younger brother in 
the boatz who, ſeeing him about to be 
thrown over board, moſt tenderly embraced 
him, and with tears beſought him to Tet 
him die in his room; enforcing his argu- 
ments by telling him, that he was a 
married man, and had a wife and children 
at Goa, beſides the care of three ſiſters, 
who abſolutely depended upon him for ſup- 
port; whereas himſelf was ſingle, and his 
life of no gteat importance :” He therefore 
conjured him to ſuffer him to ſupply his 
place; aſſuring him that he had rather die 
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for him, than to live without him. The 


elder brother, aſtoniſhed, and melting with 
his generoſity, replied, “ that fince the diyine 
providence had appointed him to ſuffer, it 
would be wicked and unjuſt to permit any 
other to die for him, but eſpecially a bro- 
ther to whom he was fo infinitely obliged,” 
The younger, however, perſiſting in his re- 
ſuſal, would take no denial; but, throwing 
himſelf on his knees, held his brother fo 
faſt, that the company could not diſengage 
him. Thus they diſputed a whilez the elder 
bidding him be a father to his children, and 
recommending his wife and ſiſters to his 
protection; but all he could ſay could not 
make the younger deſiſt, This was a ſcene 
of tenderneſs that muſt fill every humane 
breaſt with pity: At laſt, the conſtancy of 
the elder brother yielded to the piety of 
the other, and ſuffered the gallant youth to 
ſupply his ſtead ; who being caſt i into the ſea, 
and a good ſwimmer, ſoon got to the ſtern of 
the pinnace, and laid hold of the rudder with 
his right hand. This being perceived by one 


of the ſailors, he cut off the hand with his 
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ſword ; then dropping into the ſea, he pre- 
ſently regained his hold with his left hand, 
which received the ſame fate by a ſecond 
blow. Thus diſmembered of both hands, 
he made a ſhift notwithſtanding to keep 
himſelf above water with his feet and two 
ſtumps, which he held bleeding upwards. 
This moving ſpectacle ſo ſtung the pity 
of the whole company, that they cried out, 
„ he is but one man; let us endeayour to 
fave him!“ Accardiagly, he was taken into 
boat, where be bad, his hands bound up. 89 
well as the place and circumſtances would 
zuͤmit. They then continued rowing all 
night; and the next morning, when the ſun 
aroſe (as if heaven would reward the gallan- 
try and piety of this young man) they de- 
ſcried land; which proved to be the moun- 
tains of Mozambique, in Africa, not far 
from a Portugueſe colony : Thither they all 
ſaſe arrived, where they remained till the next 
ſhip from Liſbon paſſed by, and carried them 
to Goa. At that city, Linſchoten, a writer 
of good credit, ziſures us he himſelf ſaw 
ttem land, ſupped with the two brothers thas 


very night, beheld the younger” with his 
ſtumps, and had the flory from wy own 
e. Bec bis Voyages, © © 


. 
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6. Titus, the Roman Emperor, who wu 
called for his virtues “ the delight of man- 
kind,” bore ſuch a brotherly affection tour 
Domitian, that though he knew he had ſpoken 
irceverently of him, and had ſolicited the army 
to rebellion ; yet he never treated him with 
the leſs love or refpe&, even on that account, 
nor would ſuffer others to do fo z but called 


bim His partner and ſucceſſor in the empire, 


and ſometimes, when they were alone toge- 
ther, he beſought him not only with earneſt 
intreaties, but with tears, that he would bear 
the ſame brotherly love towards Him, 'as be 


always had, and , ever find _ 
him, 


7. Dan the heavy war with fre" 
the province of Aſia fell to the lot of Lucius the 
brother of Scipio Africanus; but the Senate, 
not thinking his abilities adequate to the 
charge, ſeemed inclinable rather to commit 


his 


as 
1 
d 
n 
| 
1 
| 
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the conduct of the war to Caius 'Lielius 
his colleague, with whom his brother Africa« 
nus was in the moſt intimate friendſhip. - But 
no ſooner had the latter heard of their de- 
liberation, than he earneſtly beſoughe the 
the ſenate not to transfer the province, 
though it were to \Leelius /himdelf; which 
had fallen by lot to hie brother; promiſing at 
the ſame time that he would accompany 
Lucius into Aſia, and ferve with him ia 
quality of his legate. Thus the elder brother 
foſtered and ſupported the younger; the 
valiant defended the weak; and fo aided 
him with his counſel, that at length Lucius 
returned to his country triumphant, and was 
crowned with the glorious ſuraame of. wy ar 
Altaticus, 


8. Henry, Kiag of Arragon en M 18 
at his death his only ſon John, à child of 
two and twenty months old, whom be en- 
truſted to the care and fidelity of his brother 


Ferdinand. This Prince was a man of great 
virtue and merit, and therefore the eyes of 


the nobles and people were fixed upon bim; 
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and not only in private diſeourſes, but in the 
publick aſſemblies, he had the general voſet 
and conſent to be choſen King of Arragen. 
With unſhaken 'magnanimity however he 
remained deaf to theſe offers; alledged und 
aſſerted... the right of his infant nephew, 
and! the; cuſtom of the country, 

wich his dying brother's laſt will, „ Which, 
ſaid he, you are bound the rather to main - 
tain, by how much the mote in 
the young Prince is to do it.“ His wort 
notwithſtanding, had not the effect he wiſhed, 
and the aſſembly adjourned for that day: 
Soon after they met agein, in hopes What 
having had time to conſider of it, he would 
now accept their ſuffrages. Ferdinand ap- 
prized of their purpoſe, prepared himſelf for 
their reception, cauſed the little child to be 
clothed in royal robes, and having hid him 
under his garments, - went and took his 
ſeat in the aſſembly ; Upon which the maſter 
of the horſe, by order of the States, coming 
up and aſking him, Whom, O Ferdinand, 
is it your pleaſure to have declared our 
King?“ The generous Prince, with! a ſharp 
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look and ſolemn tone, replied, © Whom, 
but John, the ſon of our brother ?”—Having 
ſaid this, he immediately took the infant 
from under his robe, and lifting him upon 
his ſhoulders, with a loud voice cried, 
« God ſave King John!“ Then ſetting down 
the child, and commanding the royal banners 
io be diſplayed, he caſt himſelf firſt to the 
ground before him; and all the reſt, moved by 
his illuſtrious example, did the like. - 


| B 


9. Timoleon the Corinthian is a noble 


pattern of Fraternal Love; for being in a 
battle with the Argives, and ſeeing bis 
brother fall down dead with the wounds 
he had received, he inſtantly leaped! over 
his dead body, and with his ſhield protected 
it from inſult and plunder ; and though 
lorely wounded. in this generous enterprize, 
he would not by any means retreat to a 
place of ſafety, till ſueh time as' he had 
ſ.en the corpſe carried off the ſield by his 
friends. -How happy for Chriſtians, would 
they imitate this Heathen, and as tenderly 
kreen from- abuſe and calumny the wounded 
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Reputation or dying, Honour, of an abſent 
or brother | : * del; 


10. During the whole third general per- 
ſecution of the Chriſtians, under the Em- 
peror Trajan, in the year of Chriſt ane hun- 
dred, the holy Evangeliſt St. Jahn felt none 
of the ftorm at Epheſus, where he reſided; but 
purſued his duty in peace, though extremely 
weak aud declining, being then near an 
hundred years of age. He continually, in 
His preaching, urged bis auditors to the great 
duties of love and tanderneſs for each other ; 
and our Lord's great love to bim, ſeems 
to have inſpired his ſoul with a more 
extenſive and generous affection than was 
common to the reſt of mankind, St. Jerome 
tells us that by reaſon of his great age, he was 
reduced to ſuch weakneſs, as to be un- 
able to go to the church, or Chtiſtian 
aſſemblies, unleſs carried by his diſciples; 
and that not being able to make long dif 
courſes, he urged little more in thoſe aſſem- 
blies than this ſentence, 4 My dear children, 
ore one another.“ T hoſe who beard him, 


being at length weary with this conſtant 
repetition of the ſame injunQion, ſaid to 
him, „ Maſter, why do you always ſay 
the ſame thing?“ To which he returned 
them this anſwer, worthy of the beloved 
| apoſtle : “ It is what our Lord himſelf has 
| commanded; and if we can perform this, we 
need do nothing more.” Thus we ſee love 

is not the only fulfilling of the Law, but 

the perfection of the Goſpel too. 
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Application to Wiſdom and Learning recom- 
mended and enfurced, | 


PROVERBS iv. 7, 8, 9. 


IViſdom is the principal thing; therefore get wiſ- 
dom; and with all thy getting, get underſland- 
ing,—Exalt her, and ſhe ſhall proriote thee : 
She ſhall bring thee to honour, when thou deft 
embrace her. She ſhall give to thine head an 
ornament of grace; a crown ci xt 
deliver to thee. 


A* early and diligent application to Learn- 
ing and Wiſdom, is the next duty we 
would wiſh to enforce upon young perſons, 
SOLOMON, whoſe extraordinary praiſe it is, 
that he was the wiſeſt of the ſons of men, not 
on:y in the text, but in various other parts of 
this book, commends Wiſdom as the pri = 
pal thing z and ſpeaks of her in the higheſt 
terms, as moſt uſeful, comfortable, and 
honourable to- mankind : Nor can any words 
br ftronger than thoſe he uſes, to recommend 
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tne acquiſition of this valuable Wiſdom: 
„ Wiſdom is the principal thing, &c.“ 


Solomon is not peculiar in his opinion: 
All thoſe, in every age, who have been moſt 
familiar with Wiſdom ; who have been bleſſed 
with the largeſt and moſt comprehenſive un- 
derſtanding, have united their voice with 
him; have with one conſent declared, ** That 
Wiſdom is the principal thing; that happy is 
the man who attaineth her; that ſhe is more 
precious than rubies; and that all we can 
defire is not to be compared unto her,” 


Nor ſhall we heſitate to unite in the fame 
opinion, when we conſider, Firſt, what is 
meant by this Wiſdom z Secondly, what are 
its properties and effects: A due ſenſe of 
which will, I hope, be ſufficient, not only to 
awaken in all your hearts a love of wiſdom, 
but a ſerious application in youth, to be 
knowledge and acquiſition of her; an acqui- 
ſition, to which, as [ will ſhew, you are 
ſtimulated by every motive of duty to your 
(30D ; to your parents; to ſuc.cty ; to your» 
ſelves, 
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I. Firſt, then, let us ſee “ what is meant 
by this Wiſdom,” which, according to the 
eſtimate of Solomon, is of ſuch great price. 
« Wiſdom is the principal thing, ſays he; 
therefore get Wiſdom 3” and he ſubjoins, in 
the next clauſe, which, according to the 
Eaſtern mode of proverbial writing, is ex- 
planatory of the former, “ and with all thy 
getting, get underſtanding.” By Wiſdom, 
therefore, or Underſtanding, which is the 
ſame, is meant, that cultivation and enlarge- 
ment of mind, which enables a man clearly 
to ſee and underſtand all thoſe things, which 
concern his preſent and future well-being. 


CiceRo, than whom no man was a better 
judge, -for no man more earneſtly ſought, 
or better underſtood the true nature of Wiſ- 
dom; no man, I mean, of the heathen 
world ;—Cicero, has given neatly the ſame 
definition of IWiſdem. ** What, ſays he, is 
more deſirable than Wiſdom ? What more ex- 
cellent in itſelf; what mo:e uſeful to man, 
or more worthy his purſuit? They who 
earneſtly ſeek for it, are called philoſoph rs; 
for philoſophy, in the ſteict meaning of the 
K 3 
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word, is no other than the love of | Wiſdim. 
But Wiſdom, as defined by the ancient philo- 
ſopheis, is the knowledge of things divine and 
human, and of their Efficient Cauſes; the 
ſtudy of which whoever deſpiſes, I know 
not what he can think worthy of his appro- 
bation, For, whether you ſeek for an agree- 
able amuſement, or a relaxation from care; 
what can be comparable to thoſe ſtudies, 
which are always ſearching out for ſome- 
thing, that may tend to make life more eaſy 
and happy ? Are you defirqus of learning the 
principles of fortitude and virtue : This, or 
none belide, is the art by which you may 
acquire them. They who affirm that there 
is no art in things of the greateſt moment, 
while nothing, even the moſt trifling, is 
attained without the aid of art, are men 
of no 1efleftion, and guilty of the gtoſſeſt 
error: But if there is any ſcience of virtue, 
where -thall it be learned, if not in the 
ſchool of this Wiſdom ®?7 * ©" 7 


| II. You ſee one of the nobleſt properties 
of this wiſdom, this “ enlargement of the 


® See Cicero de Cfiiciis, Lib, ii, ect. 2. 
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mind,” this « right knowledge of things 
divine and haman,” pointed out in theſe words. 
of Cicero, which I have juſt read to you. 
Wiſdom is the guide to virtue; unattain- 
able without it, but certainly to be learn- 
ed in that ſchool, And as virtue, or the 
right diſcharge of our duty in every ſtation of 
life, our duty to God, our neighbour, and 
ourſelves, is at once the beſt prerogative, and 

the higheſt exaltation of the human nature; 
Wiſdom on this account may juſtly be termed 
« the principal thing,” and eminently merits 
our moſt zealous and laborious purſuit. - As 
virtue contains the whole art of-right and 
happy living, it may be unneceſſary to en- 
large on all thoſe particular branches of 
virtue, which wiſdom inculcates and enforces : 
But I would juſt obſerve, that the ſtudy of 
Wiſdom not only enables us to live virtuouſly, 
but to live happily. Indeed virtue is hap- 
pineſs : “ All the ancient philoſophers, ſays 
Cicero, thought man's happineſs to be de- 
rived from virtue alone.” — But, it may be 
poſſible for the good man to be afflicted with 
evils; evils of ſuch a ſort, as may take off the 
zeſt and reliſh of life, and render its pleaſures | 
N 4 
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vapid and taſteleſs. In this caſe the love of 
Wiſdom will be found peculiarly excellent; it 
will. afford the mind a thouſand delights, 
which thoſe who are ſtrangers to it can 
yever experience; and it will ſo far remove 
the unavoidable evils of our being, as to 
render them light and eaſy to be borne; 


much the lighter and more eaſy, for the 

peculiar comforts and gratifications it affords 

the ſoul, 

ee | 01 
Perhaps it may be thought I do injuſtice to of 
the cauſe of Wiſdom, by mentioning any par- d 
ticular caſes in which it- will profit and com- ; 
fort mankind? In all caſes, and in every | 
ſituation of life, Wiſdom is advantageous; [ 


and the love of knowledge no leſs pleaſing 
than pioktable, Nay, did learning afford no 
aſſiſtance to viituez was pleaſure the only 
benefit ariſing from ſtudy ; it muſt, on every 
account, be allowed to be an amuſement of 
the nobleſt kind, and every way beſt ſaited to 
the nature of man. Other relaxations” 
ſays the fine writer above quoted, “ are 
peculiar to certain times, places and ſtages 
of lite; but letters are the ornament 
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of youth, and the comfort of old age: 
They throw an additional luſtre on pro- 
ſperity; they are the reſource and conſolation 
of adverſity : They delight us at home, and 
are no embaraſſment to us when abroad, In 
ſhort, they are company to us at night; our 
ſellow- travellers on a journey; and * 
in our rural receſſes .“ | 


This is, and hath always been efteemed, 
one of the moſt elegant encomiums of letters; 
of that love of Wiſdom, which is} ſo con- 
ducive to virtue; which ſo much' promotes 
and increaſes the felicity and the comforts of 
life; and which, as another excellent pro- 
perty, is one of the beſt and ſureſt means of 
acquiring riches and honour ; © Exalt her, 
and ſhe ſhall promote thee,” ſays the wiſe 
man; „ ſhe ſhall bring thee to honour when 
thou doſt embrace her; ſhe ſhall give to thine 
head an ornament of grace; à crown of glory 
ſhall ſhe deliver to thee.” 


It requires, I ſuppoſe, no great reaſoning 
to prove, that he is moſt likely to proſper in 
„ Cie. Orat. pro Archiaz N. 16. | | 
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this life, whoſe mind is- beſt cultivated and 
. enlarged with the trueſt notions. of things; 


and who joins to that cultivated underſtand. the 
ing. a- correſpondent practice, not \leſs ex- obſl 
celling in virtue than in knowledge. Human- but 
ly ſpeaking, there ſeems no doubt of that me 
man's Proſperity“ in this world, who ho! 
wiſely, virtuouſly, and diligently fills up the the 
duties of his ſtation, The misfortunes of Joc 
giankind are for the moſt part owing to their (ps 
own ignorance, follies and vices. Ju 
Again Honour,“ is the general attendant 
upon Wiſdom. That which peculiarly dif- | 
tinguiſhes man from the reſt of the animal b 
creation, is reaſon, is underſtanding z and n 
however abſurdly and weakly a man may act, t 
there is no reproach which he bears ſo ill, or : 


takes ſo heinouſly, as a reproach on his under- 
ſtanding. It is on this account, that, however | 
_ deficient men may be in knowledge, how- 
ever rude and uninform'd in mind; you 
generally find them more or leſs affecting the 
appearance of knowledge. Hence that vanity, 
ſo univerſal amongſt the ſons of men. But 
the true yalue and general approbation of 


SERMON v. + 9g 


knowledge clearly follow from hence: 1 
its appearance be ſo defirable, what mull 
the reality be? Experience confirms this 
obſervation, Who are they of ancient tines, 
but the wiſeſt and beſt informed, whoſe 
memories are handed down to us; - molt 
honoured and regarded by us ?—Who are: 
they, amongſt our cotemporaries, whom we 
look up to with eyes of veneration and re- 
ſpet, but the wiſe and well informed ; the: 
judicious, and the good? 


But, beſides virtue, beſides the moſt ſub- 
ſtantial pleaſure, and higheſt conſolation 3 
beſides riches and honour; the wiſe man 
mentions another property of wiſdom, ano» 
ther bleſſing which ſhe confers; and that is, 
length of days;z” which, whether it be 
underſtood of temporal or of eternal life, is- 
ſtrictly true, We all know that the wiſdom: 
which enlarges our mind with a right under- 
ſtanding of God and of ourſelves ; and which 
leads us to the practice of all thoſe duties. 
which our nature and ſituation require, is- 
mat which neceffarily .recommends to the 


favour of our Almighty Judge; and, as it fits 
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us for the fruition, ſo will it certainly, through 


CHarsT, admit us to the joys of eternity, ts 
And it is equally certain, that the love + 
of this Wiſdom and the practice of Vi- he 
tue, which we- conſider as its infeparable ſh 
attendant, will tend above all things to ol 
lengthen our preſent exiſtence. There can i 
be no doubt, that the chances for long life 
are infinitely on the ſide of him, who lives in 
the conſtant exerciſe of all thoſe virtues 
which are moſt ſalutary to the human frame 


who neither breaks nor deſtroys his conſtitution 
by irregularity of life or the debaucheries of 
vice; the known conſequences of which are, 
if not a ſpeedy death, yer what perhaps 
is worſe, a dying life; — a life but lengthened 
out for woe; harraſſed with tormenting diſ- 
eaſes, rendered ſtill more tormenting by 
painful reflection, and a total unacquainted- 
neſs with the conſolations of Wiſdom, To 
live, is not merely to breathe ; it is to enjoy 
oneſelf, Happy in that tight and pleaſing 
ſelf poſl-fiion, which Wiſdom and Virtue only 


» See ſome fine pieces of profeſſor Henan i, tranſlated 
in the Chriſlian's Magazine, Vol. 6. 
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can give“. So that he, who lives in the en- 
joyment of theſe, though his liſe be extended 
dut to half the ſpan of his, who diſſipates it in 
folly and vice, may well be ſaid to live double 
the age of the latter; may well be ſaid, though 
he dies but in youth, to come “ like a ripe 
ſhock of corn to the grave; while the man 
of vice and folly muſt be thought to die 
immaturely, though he dies at fourſcore . 


It is true, that as health and long life 
are not always and invariably the conſe- 
quences of temperance, ſo neither is a right 
practice invariably the conſequence of a right 
knowledge. But I have made one conſtant 
remark, which I never yet ſaw. fail,—and 
which ſhould be to you, my young friends, 
the ſtrongeſt incentive to cultivate learning ; 
ſhould be to parents the ſtrongeſt reaſon to 
enable and encourage their children to that cyl- 
livation: I have always remarked, that * the 
moſt ſtudious are the moſt virtuous 3” that 
they who had the greateſt love for Wiſdom, 
and the beſt application in the purſuit of it, 


* See Iſaiah Ixv. 20, and the Book of Wiſd:m, 2. 
ir. ver. 8, 9, 19, 26, | 
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were always the moſt ingenuous in then 
minds, and the moſt blameleſs in their man. 
ners- The reaſon is obvious: The pleaſing 
and worthy purſuits in which. they ate en- 


gaged, leave them no time or thought for 


thoſe criminal diſſipations, to which idlenek 
and inattention Bape lead. | 


But furthee, Wiſdom preſents to the mind, 
once charmed with its beauty, and engaged 
in its acquiſition, the lovelieſt and moſt 
regular order of things; accuſtoms' it to 
contemplate what is moſt fait, decent 
and becoming; and confequently fo engages 
It in the love and approbation of theſe, . as 
to render whatever is oppoſite to them diſ- 
agreeable and difguſting ; but vice, above all 
things diſguſting and diſagreeable, as being 
moſt peculiarly oppoſite, and in itſelf molt 


deformed, For gas virtue, confidered in 


every reſpect, is moſt lovely, and ſuch,us 

would ſtrike all mankind with the greateſt 
admiration (according to the obſervation. of 
Plato) if it could be made viſible in an 
human form z So is vice the moſt odious und 
hateful z the perverter of all order, and con- 
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ſequently, nme 
beauty. | (Mg 

Acquaint nite ts ho my 
young hearers, with that Wiſdom, which will . 
repreſent to your admiring vie Virtue in 
her lovelieſt form ; the beſt guide of your 
youth, and the ſureſt protedreſy of 'your 
innocence: That Wiſdom, whoſe encomium 
Solomon hath ſo finely drawn, and which 
may ſerve in a great meaſure as the ſummary 
of what has been before advanced. 1 loved 
her, ſays he, above health and denuty, and 
choſe to have her inſtead of light ; for the 
light that cometh from her never goeth out: 
All good things together came unto me with 
her, and innumerable treaſures in her hangs ! 
learned diligently, and do communicate her 
liberally z I do not hide her riches ; for ſhe 16 
a treaſure unto men that never faileth, which | 
they that uſe become the filends of God, 
being commended for the gifts that come 
ſſom learning. Wiſdom is the breath of 
the power of God, and a pure influence, 


flowing from the glory of the Almighey ! 
Thetefore can no defiled thing fall Into her 4 | 


| . 


| 


for ſhe is the brightneſs of the everlaſting 
light; the unſpotted mirror of the power of 
God, and the image, of his goodneſs: In 
all ages, entering into holy ſouls, ſhe maketh 
them friends of God; for God loveth none 
but them that dwell with Wiſdom, In that 
ſhe is converſant with God, ſhe magnifieth 
her, nobility ; yea, the Lord of all things 
himſelf loved her; for ſhe. is privy to the 
myſteries of the knowledge of God, and a 
lover of his works, If“ Riches"! be a poſſeſ. 
ſion to be deſired in this life, what is richer 
than Wiſdom which worketh all things? And 
if „ Prudence” work, who of all that are, 
is a more cunning worker than ſhe ? And if 
a man love“ Righteouſneſs,” her labours 
are virtues: For ſhe teacheth temperance 
and prudence, juſtice and fortitude® z which 
are ſuch things as men can have nothing 
more profitable in their life. If a man delve 
much“ Experience,” ſhe knoweth things of 
old, and conjectureth aright what is to come, 
She knoweth the ſubtilties of ſpeeches, and 
can expound dark ſentences: She foreſeeth 
ſigns and wonders, and the eyents of ſea'ons 


» See Cic, de Offic, N. 14. whoſe words are * 
ſimilat to the above, 


at ꝓ—y—ͤ— 2 „ 
« 
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and times. Therefore I purpoſe to take her 
to me, to live with me, knowing chat ſhe 
will be a counſellor of good things; and s 
comfort in cares and grief. For her ſake I 
ſhall have eſtimation among the multitude, and 
honour with the elders, though I de young. 
] will therefore repoſe myſelf with Wiſdom z 
for her converſation hath no bitterneſs, and 
to live with her hath no ſorrow, but plea- 
ſantneſs and joy. To be allied unto Wiſdom 
is immortality z great comfort it is to have 
her friendſhip. In the works of her hands, 
are infinite riches ; in the exerciſe of con- 
frrence with her, prudence and in _— 


with her, a good report 9. 


Thus .many and great are the advantages 
which you will reap from an acquaintance 
with Wiſdom ; advantages ſufficient to ſtimu- 
Jate every ingenuous mind to the cloſeſt and 
moſt diligent purſuit of it. But, miſtake not 
the matter, nor ſuppoſe that this is an affair 
of mere indifference, a thing of choice, left ' 
to your own inclinations whether you will or 
will not purſue it: It is very much the 


* See Book of Wiſdom, Chop, v. h 
Vor. I. L 
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contrary ; you are under the ſtricteſt & oblie 
gations, from Motives of duty to Gon, to 


your parents, to ſociety, to yourſelves, to, 


ſeek for this Wiſdom ; and in neglecting to 
do ſo, will not only deprive yourſelves of the 
beſt bleſſings which your nature can ſhare, 


but will become. equally . n con- 


temptible,” 


(..) Con, the great father of Re” 
of his immenſe, bounty has created you à rea» 
ſonable being; has given you powers. and 
faculties, elevated far ahgve the animal world; 
capable of the nobleſt enlargement, capable 
of the knowledge of Him, of. patufe, of 
yourſelves; capable of producing all thoſe 
fruits of good ſcience. and good practice, 
which are the dignity, the ornament, the 
prerogative of your race, And can yow 
weakly and vainly ſuppoſe, that there is ng 
duty incumbent upon you to improve and 
to enlarge theſe faculties ? If fo, they are 
given you in vain; and you are inſenſihle of 
that which is the diſtinguiſhing excellence of 
your nature. It bad been as well for you to 
have been created an horſe, or a ſwine. 


3 


8 ERM ON N - oy 
No] Reje& the impious poſitiva! Say n 


that Gob, che all- wife "and "ul good, doe 


ny ing dle vin be gave you thoſe fou 
ties and powers, that you might improve 


them, and thereby improve your o hap» 
pineſs ; that you might improve them, and 
thereby obtain bis favour; For, we may be 


certainly aſſured, that the improvement of 


that mind which he bas made capable of 
improvement, and appointed various means 
to that end, muſt be acceptable to him, 
Nothing can be plalner than this, ſrom a 


conſideration of the Ohriſtian Syſtem. What 


is the great aim and deſigu of that Syſtew ? 
For what purpoſe all this labour af love; 
all this anxiety of omnipotence ivfelf MM 
Solely for the perfection of the human 
mind ; ſolely for the ſpiritual improvement 
of mankind ; the preſent virtue and camfarts 
the future derfeRtion and happinefs of all who 
. and . this ſyſtem. 


Can you then a moment doubt, —.— 
neglect to improve your minds, is not only 


an God bleeds, ke deedvinar ter d wem 
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highly diſpleaſing, but criminal in the ſight 
of God ? Thwarting his nobleſt purpoſes in 
nature and grace; and reducing the creature 
he formed for:the ſublimeſt 1 
Ar with the beaſts that periſn /,.,, 


(2.) You reverencs your *« Father 34 
ven;” and therefore will duly value and im- 
prove his beſt gifts: But your 5 Parents on 
earth“ have a further claim upon you. You 
cannot doubt their love, which, all your life 
long, hath exerted its tender and affectionate 
offices towards you. It, is this love which 


* How men, whoſe plentiful fortunes allow them leiſure 
to improve their underſtandings, can ſatisfy themſelves with 
> lazy ignorance, I cannot tell; but, methinke, they have 
a low opinion of their ſouls, who lay out all their income 
in provifion for the body, and employ none of it to procure 
the means and helps of knowledge; who take great care 
to appear always in a neat and ſplendid outfide, and would 
think themſelves miſerable in coarſe-cloaths, or a patched 
coat; and yet contentedly ſuffer their minds to appear 
broad in a pye bald livery of coarſe patches and bofroyed 
ſhreds, ſuch as it hes pleaſed chance, or their country taylor 
(I mean the commod opinion of thoſe they have copyerſed 
with) to cloath them in, I will not mention how un- 
reaſonable this is, for men that ever think of a future ſtate, 
and their concernment in it; which no rational man can 
avoid to do ſometimes. Lycke's Eſſay en the Human Under» 


Banding, B, iv. C. xz, 
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cauſes them, at mach expence and pains, 
to provide you the beſt education they are 
able; and they provide you this education, 
from a full perſuaſion which they, with the 
wiſeſt and beſt of mankind have imbibed, 
that ſuch an education is one of the greateſt 
bleſſings that youth can enjoy, and the liko- 
lieſt mean which they can-propoſe for your 
acquifition'of Wiſdom ; that Wiſdom, which 
they, with us, are clearly ſatisfied, will give 
virtue, comfort, riches, honour and health 
to your life: A Wiſdom, which “ is better 
than all; more valuable than rubies; and 
all that * 2 is — 2 
with it.“ 


% ym gigh 

Can any Jelign, can'any 2 be mote 
kind or amiable? Oh! my young friends, 
think what a charge you muſt incur z- think 
in what a light you muſt appear, if you dif 
2ppoint à purpoſe ſo kind and amiable ! and 
repay—how ſadly, how ungratefully repay, 
all the ſollicitude, all the expence of your affec- 


tionate parents, by idleneſs and inattention z 
by wretchedly waſting that time, which can 


never return ; and, inſtead of treaſuring; up 
Lz 
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learning and knowledge, ſuffering, the wild 
weeds of ignorance and viee to grow campant 
in your hearts, henceforward never by hu- 
man power to — Iwill not ſuppoſe 
10 abe buman mind ; 2 It cannot be, but a 
ſenſe of your parents love and care. mult 
operate forcibly, and incite you. to fuch 
diligence and cloſe application as.will hap- 
pily obtain the end deſited, and crown every 
wiſh that 2 _ 1 Me tag 


ds Vn 
. 


6 Rut not your parents ooly, * Society” 
Bas a claim upon you. You are now training 

up, my young friends, to fill your parts in 
the future circle of life: You are to become 
xiembers of that ſociety, which ſubſiſts by a 
mutual and relative diſcharge of duties amongſt 
its members: And in whatever ſtation God 
ſhall' be pleaſed to place you, as you will 
have much need of the aid and aſſiſtanoe of 
others, ſo muſt you perform your duty, and 
concur for the univerſal good. Unleſs. you do 
your part, what right or reaſon have you to 
expect that others ſhould do theirs ? An igno- 


e v i On 


SERMON V. Th 


rant, idle man is a dead weight on ſociety ; u 
wicked, proffigute man is 4 peſt, is a nul- 
ſance to ſociety: But a tylſe and virtuous man, 
who labour by all means in his power to 
advance the univerſal good, to improve the 
knowledge and the Happitiefs of minikind, js 
at once an ornament to his natüre, and a 
bleſſing to the community; a. good lanet, ; 
ſhining with a benign influence on all arou 
him; the ttueſt reſethVlarice of his Go 
whoſe gocdneſs Is continually difplaying itſelf 
through the whole extent of eing 3 and, like 
that Gop, ſeeking pleaſure in conferring 
good, and feeling happltiefs, according to the 
degtee in which he communicates it. 


You, my young friends, muſt be either 
this Idle and uſeleſs, this wicked and noxious, 
or, this go6d and beneficent member of 
ſociety : And it depends, principally depends 
upon your improvement in youth, on the 
preſent enlatgement of your minds in true 
learning and knowledge, to determine your 
future character. If you omit to ſearch for, 
and to treaſure ap that wiſdom which is more 
precious than rubies, ſociety will bave great 
L 4 
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cauſe to upbraid and condemn vou: It call 
upon you, with the united and important 
voice of all its members, to conſider what 
you are hereafter to be; and in; that con- 
ſideration to form yourſelves carefully, that 
you may do good, be honourable, and 


| bogou red, 


Nor does it call upon You only: Society 
has, in this reſpect, a juſt right to call upon 


Parents, and eſpecially upon mn complied 
with the care of youth. | 


Some ancient flates were ſo rongly, i im- 
preſſed with this notion, that they left nat the 
important charge of education to the hazard 
of parental neglect, or precarious choice. 
They conſidered children as the property of 
the public ; and they were thoroughly con- 
vinced how much the welfare of that public 
depended upon their right and early infor · 
mation, We act differently — whether 
more wiſely, is not our preſent inquiry. It is, 
however, moſt undoubted, that a right ſenſe 
'of this claim of the public, of this debt to 
ſociety, ſhould influence all parents to 
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give their children the beſt and moſt᷑ rational 
education they can; ſhould peculiarly in- 
fluence every Inſtructor of youth to form the 
minds and manners of thoſe committed to his 
care, in ſuch a way, that they may beſt be 
enabled to fill their future ſtations in life, with 
comfort to themſelves, and with advantage to 
others. A duty, alas ! for the moſt part, how 
careleſsly, how perfunQorily performed | 


'Tis a miſtake :—The buſineſs of education 
is not merely to teach the child a few dead 
languages 3 to enable him to write finely; to 
underſtand the ſciencesz to fill the head, 
while the heart is neglected, and the mind 
uncultivated with moral knowledge. We 
may ſay of theſe what our Saviour ſaid, when 
ſpeaking of the Phariſees : ** Theſe ought ye 
to have done; but not to have left the other 
undone.” Thete is in youth ſufficient time 


for all: The improvement of the heart may 


well and properly go hand in hand with the 
information of the head and he is a very 
unfkilful, as well as a very blameable in- 
ſtructor, who either knows not, or cares not, 
to unite both together, 
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| (4) Ne, my young friende: y muſt BY e 
not negle& either: The acquiſitlon of Wherdl ſou] 
ſcience is moſt neceſſaty, moſt uſeful, mok ſciet 
pleaſing, It has a thouſend comforts, a thou that 
ſand ſatisfactions attending it. For my owh ſhal 
part, I think, I would rather be without my of ti 
exiſtence, than without ahe exquiſite gtatif in 
cations it has long) and will, 1 am perſuaded 
to the grave afford me, - thanks to the tender 
and judicious care of the beſt of parents | ® 
Cultivate thecefore liberal fciehte, u dne 
of the moſt diſtinguiſhed bleſſings of heaven 
but ſtill cultivate liberal ſrience as the hand» 
maid of ſublimer knowledge. Moral vittue, 
and the improvement ef the heart are grücte, 
which give to ſcience its luſtre, and to life 
its worth z they teach us to live to uſt 
as children of God, and heirs of Hens 
® What (ye Cicero) ate the pleaſires of u lutwfloud 
table, of games, of ewe, of ſenſuality, When comperet 
with thoſe reſulting from the Rudy of letters Pm A | 
which, in men of ſenſe and good eduention, ill lnertd 
In charms with thelt years } Whence that fine ſoying of 
Selon, 44 That he grew old, f every dy learning orhinhink 
new.“ Certainly, no enjoyment can ſurpaſh this pleefure of 
2 mind, de, Seu De Jene, & 16, and Peg, 
13.29. 


nemme ew WV Tr 


SERMON,Y, 15S 


yen: They expand, and enlarge the 
ſoul; and, joined to the love of liberal 
ſcience, prepare us for the full draught of 
that comprehenſive knowledge, which we 
ſhall enjoy when emaneipated from the ſchool 


of this world, and admitted to our inheritance 
in Heaven, 


Cultivate, therefore liberal ſcience, under 
the ſanction and guidance of true virtue and 
religion; Tou owe this, not only to your 
Gon, to your parents, to ſociety, but to 
Vourſelves alſo, Need I urge the reaſo 
after what hath been ſaid in this core 
Wiſh you to be virtuous, and to be happy | 
To poſleſs your minds in calmneſs and in 
peace! Wich you to enjoy the honours : 


riches of this world ? Wiſh you for health 
length of days here, for à comfortable 
honourable old age, and for the Joys of eter- 
nal life hereafter ? Or, in one word, Do you 
truly love yourſelves ? Then you wi ** got 
Wiſdom z and with all your endeavours, you 


will ſtrive, now in your youth, to get under» 
_— 5 
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Over and above all the motives thus urged, 
let me add, and let me intreat ybu ſeriouſly 
to weigh, this one further conſideration: 
« That this is the only ſeaſon for the acquiſi- 
tion of Wiſdom ; that youth, —the ſhort and 
quickly-paſſing period of youth,—is the 
only time when you can acquire it: This 
paſſed unimproved, you will be left to mourn, 
in a dark and deſerted old age, the wretched 
irretrievable waſte of former time, and the 
impoſlibility of gaining that knowledge, the 
value and importance of which you will then 
too feelingly experience ; The value and im · 
portance of which you will! do well now to 
eſtimate, by their opinion of its loſs, by their 
lamentation for the want of this capital advan- 
tage, who never were ſo bleſt as to enjoy the 
means of early improvement.“ 1 

t * Letters, ſays one of the fineſt writers of the 
preſent times, are the ornament of youth, and the com- 
fort of old age, For example, without that comforty what 
u miferable creature ſhould I be, oppreſſed as 1 amy by variow 
Phyſical ills, and cut off from ſuciety by my unfortunate 
deaſneſs ? But, thank Cod, 1 had refletion enough, even 
at your age, to eonfider the neceflity and the utility of 
knowledge, in every ſtage of life ; and giddy as I ches was, 


Jalways contrived to have an hour's voluntary reading in u day, 
This gave me a habit of reading, which muſt be acquired v 


** S > & 2e 


s ERMON v. tp 


« There is a certain ſeaſon (ſays an able 
writer) when our minds may be enlarged; 


or never, A very honeſſ, bot illiterate friend and coteniporary 
of mine, who had laid in no flock of learning in his youth, 
but had led a faſhionable, diſſipated, thoughtleſs liſe, began to 
grow a little weary of himſelf at fiſty, and quite fatigved with 
his time and bimſelf at threeſcore, He grew melancholick, 
2s well he might; and told me, with ſhame and ſorrow, 
the cauſe of it, I adviſed him to read amufing books, ſuch 
as the Spectatort, Tatlers, c. Yes, anſwered be, ſo 
1 would, if 1 could ; but as I have never ted in my life, I 
cannot begin at threeſcore, and I would rather take phyſic, 
than any book whatſoever. Would you thiak it, I cannot 
read a whole SpeQator without being tired to death,” — This 
is by no means an uncommon caſe with illiterate, ignorant 
men, except they be bandicrafts-men and labourers, whoſe 
hands and legs find them occupation enough, and ſecure 
them from the inſufferable load of time unemployed, The 
Jeſuits have 4 very good rule with their (holars; they 
ſhut them up in the ſchool for one hour every day, to what 
they call yoluntary ſtudy 1 They may, during that time, read 
» hatever book they pleaſe, but ſome book or other they muſt 
read, This gives them a habit of reading; and ſome df them 
have aſſured me, that they ore as impatient for that hour of 
fludy, as they are for the hour of breakfaſt, Now, why 
ſhould not you, though not under the law of the Jeſuits, be 
a law unto yourſelf, for the ſame purpoſe, and reſolve to 
read only one hour to yourſelf every day, without fail, 
Chooſe your book ; I do not care whether it be Tom Thumb, 
Tom Jones, or Thomas Aquinas, This will uſe you to 
read, and that is all my aim at preſent 1 Av you grow older 
and wiſer, you will chooſs your books better and better, 
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when a vaſt ſtock of uſeful truths may be 
acquired; when our paſſions will readily 
ſubmit to the government of reaſon; when 
right principles may be ſo fixed in us, as to 
inſſuence every important action of our 
future lives: But the ſeaſon for this extends 
neither to the whole, ner to any conſiderable 
length of our continuance upon earth: It is 
limited to a few years of our term; and 
if throughout theſe we negle& it, error or 
ignorance, is, according to the ordinary 
courſe of things, entailed upon us, Our 
will becomes our law; our luſts gain a 
ſtrength, which we afterwards vainly oppoſe: 
Wrong inclinations become ſo confirmed in 
us, that they defeat all our endeavours to 
correct them. + 


But, my young friends, there is fill one 


reaſon further, why you ſhould loſe no ſingle 
moment of this ſhort, this only ſeaſon of 
improvement: Tis poſſible ygu may be cut 
Always be doing ſomething, but let that ſomething be 
really ſomething, and not an idle loſs of time upon nothings, 
A French Author ſays very juſtly, qu'il aime mieux ne rien 
faire, gue de faire dei Rien.“ —————Sce allo Spectator * 
32. On ge Vie of Time. 


+ Sce Locke, and p. 148. foregoing. 
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off, even in the midſt of this ſeaſon: Tig 


poſſible you may be deprived of all the means 


of future improvement; and then, how miſe- 
rable will be your own caſe! How incon- 


ſolable that of your parents [ 


But I ſpare the fad reflection. Think, on 
the contrary, how great a bleffing it will 
be, if God ſhould pleaſe early to call you 
hence, to be then found ripe in Wiſdom, and 
fit for Heaven, Amidſt all their tender la- 
mentations for your lofs, your parents will 
find the ampleſt conſolation in that thought; 
and with weeping eyes, but thankfully- 
refiened hearts, will adore the goodneſs of 
Him, who gave, and who fitted fo early for 
himſelf, the child of their boſom F + 


Theſe refleQions, I truſt, will be ſufficient 
to make you ſollicitous for the acquiſition of 
Wiſdom, and diligent in all the means to 
procure it. The direction of thoſe means 
muſt be left to their prudence to whoſe 
care you are committed; and, in ſome 
meaſure to the flafion of life, for which you 
are deſigned ; But of this I ſhall ſpeak more. 
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ſully in my next. In the mean time, let me 
only juſt recommend a ſerious review of all 
thoſe conſiderations which may awaken in 
your hearts a love of Wiſdom, and a juſt 
ſenſe of its neceſſity and utility, From hence, 
of conſequence, will flow a ſteady and uni- 
form application ; and of ſuch be 
well aſſured, the certain iſſue is ſucceſs; ® 
that is, I mean, always ſubordinate to the 
aſſiſting grace of God. Without this, all the 
endeavours of frail men are weak and uns 
availing ; and for this you ſhould, night 
and day, proſtrate yourſelves in humble ſup- 
plication before the throne of grace; imitating 
herein the example of Solomon, who, ſtruck 
with the beauty and excellence' of Wiſdom, 
tells us, that“ perceiving he could not other» 
wiſe obtain her, except God gave her unto 
him; he prayed unto the Lord and beſougbt 
him with his whole heart.” You know how 
pleaſing his prayer was to God, and how 
eminent the ſucceſs of it. May it prove 


equally acceptable and equally ſucceſsful at 


preſent ; while with united hearts we preſent 


„ Whoſo ſeeketh her early,“ faith the wiſe man, 
e ſhall have no great travel; for he ſhall find her fitting at 
bis doors,” See Wiſdom, Chap, vi. 14, &c, 
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it to the throne of grace, on behalf of you 
al. 2 } 


« O God of our Fathers, and Lord of 
mercy | who haſt made all things with thy 
word, and ordained Man through thy Wis- 
dom, that he ſhould have dominion over the 


creatures which thou baſt made; give us ail 


but eſpecially to thoſe young ones of thy 
flock, who are training up in the way to life ; 
give them Wiſdom that ſiteth by thy 
throne, and reject them not from among thy 
children! Oh, ſend her out of thy holy hea- 
vens, and from the throne of thy glory ; that 
being preſent, ſhe may labour with them, 
that they may know what is pleaſing unto 
thee : For ſhe knoweth and underſtandeth all 
things; and ſhe hall lead them ſoberly in 
their doings, and preſerve them in her power. 
So ſhall their works be acceptable ; fo ſhall 
their lives be honourable ; ſo ſhall their latter 
end be bleſſed; and they (halt dwell with 
thee and with Wiſdom for ever, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.“ Amen! 


* 


Voz. I. 
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ANECDOTES. 
To recommend an Early Application to 
Wiſdom, 


4. Bias, as he was one day Rlling with 
ſome wicked men who prayed in 2 ſtorm, 
intreated them to be ſilent, leſt their voices 
mould be heard amidſt the pious prayers of 
others; and being afked by one of them, 
hat that piety which he talked of meant? 
He anſwered; © Tr is to no purpoſe to ſpeak 
to a man of thoſe things which he never in- 
tendeth to practice.“ When this ſame philo- 
ſopher came to die, he bequeathed this 
inſtruQion to thoſe who ſurvived him: That 
they ſhould ſo order their lives, as if they 
were to live a very little, and a very great 
while.” From which principle of his, his 
friend Cleobulus on his death-bed inferred 
this concluſion : © That thoſe men only live 
to any purpoſe, who overcome carnal, ple- 
ſures, make virtue familiar, and vice a ſtranger 
to their ſouls ;” the great rule of life, as he 
obſerved, being to be moderate, and the 
g eat work of it to meditate. According to 


th2 remark of his contemporary Periander, 
| „ „„ 


„ Wes We Ow, cath. 


lee. A. ee. . 


- 


SERMON V. bg 


who hated pleaſures. that were not immoral ; 
kaving behind him this maxim Malrn, vs 
way; 6 'Mednation is every _—__ 


2. Antiſthenes beiog aſked; what he 50. 
his learning, anſwered, That he could 
talk to himſelf; could live alone; and needed 
not go abroad, and be beholden to others for 
delight.“ The ſame perſon deſired nothing 
of the Gods to make his life happy, but the 
ſpirit of Socrates ; thereby meaning Content- 
ment to bear any wrong or injury, and to 
continue in 2 quiet temper, whatever might 
befal him. | | 


3. Diogenes ſeeing a ſtranger in Lacedemon 
at great pains to prepare his matters, and deco- 
rate himſelf for an #pproaching feaſt day: 


© Pray, Sir, ſaid he, what may you be about? 


Don't you know that every day is a feſtival 
to a good mind!“ He compared this world to 
a Temple dignified by the preſence of the 
Deity ; in which man is fo conſtituted, as to 
be under a moral obligation to demean himfelf 
with integrity, as always under the 3 
of an all- ſeeing God, 
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4. Count Oxenſtiern, the Chancellor of 
Sweden, was a perſon of the firſt quality, 
rank, and abilities in his own country, and 
whoſe ſhare and ſucceſs not only in the chief 
miniſtry of affairs there, but in the greateſt 
negotiations of Europe, during his time, ren- 
dered him no leſs conſiderable abroad. Aſter 
all his knowledge and honours, being viſited in 
his retreat from public buſineſs by Commiſ- 
fioner Whitlock, our ambaſſador to Queen 
Chriſtina; at the cloſe of their converſation, 
he faid to the ambaſſador, „I, Sir, have 
ſeen much, and enjoyed much of this world; 
but I never knew how to live till now, I 
thank my good God who has given me time 
to know him, and likewife myſelf. All the 
comfort I have, and all the comfort I take, 
and which is more than the whole world can 
give, is the knowledge of God's love in my 
heart, and the reading of this bleſſed book,— 
laying his hand on the bible.—Y ou are now, 
Sir {continued he) in the prime of your age 
and vigour, and in great favour and bulineſs; 
but this will all leave you, and you will one 
day better underſtand and reliſh what | ſay to 


you. Then you will find that there is more 
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Wiſdom, truth, comfort, and pleaſure, in 
retiring and turning your heart from the 
world, in the good ſpirit of God, and in 
reading his ſacred word, than in all the 
courts and all the favours of Princes.” 


5. The Romans, we are told, built their 


Temple of Virtue immediately before that 


ſacred to Honour; to teach, that it was neceſ- 


ſary to be virtuous, before the being honoured, 
St. Auguſtin obſerves, that theſe temples were 
contiguous, but ſa, as that there was no 
entering into that of Honour, till after baving 
paſſed through that of Virtue, 


6. Seneca, after a ſerious ſtudy of all the 
Philoſophy then in the world, was almoſt a 
Chriſtian in his ſevere reproofs of vice, and 
commendations of virtue. His expreſſions 


are ſometimes divine, excelling the common 


ſphere of "Heathen Authors. How beautiful 
is that ſentence of his in the-Preface to his 
Natural Queſtions : * Oh ! What a pitiful 
thing would man be, if his ſoul did not ſoar 
above theſe earthly things.” And though he 


M xz 


was ſometimes dbubtful about the future: 
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condition of his ſoul, yet he tells his dear 
Lucilius with what pleaſure he thought of its 
future bliſs ; and then goes on to argue, that 
the ſoul of man hath this mark of divinity 
in it, that it is moſt pleaſed: with divine 
ſpeculations, and converſes with them as with 
matters in which it is moſt nearly concerned. 
When this foul, ſaith he, hath once. viewed 
the vaſt dimenſion of the Heavens, it deſpiſes 
the meanneſs of its former little- cottage, 
Were it not for theſe contemplations, it had 
not been worth our while to have come into 
this world, nor would it make us amends for 
any pains and care we take about this pre- 
ſent life,” And at length he concludes his 
arguments with this remarkable reaſon whence 
to infer the bleſledneſs of pious ſouls z ſaying, 
Let us not wonder that good men go to God 
alter death ; fince God vouchſafes to enter 
into them here, in order to render them 


| | good, for no foul can be good without him.“ 


dee his Ep. 73. 5 


7. Alexander the Great being aſked, why 
he honuured his malter Ariſtotle more than 
Philip, his father, he replied, “ My father 
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brought me down from hraven to earth; but 
my maſter made me reaſcend from earth to- 
heaven.” The one only gave him life, the: 
other inſtructed him how to live well. 


8. It is ſaid that when Virgil, that Princes 
of the Latin Poets, was aſked by his friend, 
why he ſtudied ſo much accuracy in the plan- 


of his poem, the proptiety of his characters, 


and the purity of his diction ; he anſwered, 


In aternum pingo :- I write for eternity.“ 


What more weighty conſideration ean there 
be to juſtify and enforce the utmoſt vigilance: 
and circumſpeRtion in life than this, . 
atirnum vive ; I am living far eternity!“ 
9. Pericles, in his famous oration at the 
funcral of thoſe Athenian young men, who» 
periſhed in the Samian expedition, has a 
thought very much celebrated by feveral- 
ancient crjticks ; namely, „ That the lo(s 
which the commonwealth ſuffered by the: 
dellruction of its youths, was like the loſs 
which the year muſt ſuſtain by a deſtruction 
of the ſpring.” The prejudige Which the 
public ſuſtains from a wrong education of 
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children, is an evil of the ſame nature; as it in che 

a manner ſtarves poſterity, and defraud our dif 
country of thoſe perſons, who, with due 
cCate, might make an eminent figure In their 

reſpeQive poſts of life, afl 

4 be 


10. The Spartans, we find, paid a particular 
ottention to the peculiar genius and diſpoſition 
of their youths, in order the better to adapt 
them to ſuch ſpheres, as were moſt ſuitable to 
their capacities, and might be moſt beneficial (t 
to Society, Among them, it was not lawful 
far the father himſelf to bring up his children 

_ wfter his own fancy, As ſoon as they were 
ſeven years old, they were all liſted in ſeveral 
companies, and diſciplined by the public, i 
he old men were ſpectators of their per- 
formances, who often raiſed emulations among 
them, and ſet them at ſtriſe one with another, 
that by thoſe early diſcoveries they might ſee 
how their ſeveral talents lay, and, without 
any regard to their quality, diſpoſe of them 
accordingly for the fervice of the common- 
wealth. By this means Sparta ſoon became 
the miſtreſs of Greece, and famous through 
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we whole world for her civil and military 
diſcipline. 


11. Ageſilaus, King of Sparta, being 
aſked ** what he thought moſt proper for 
boys to Jearn ? Anſwered, © what they ought 
to do, when they come to be men.“ Thus 
a wiſer than Ageſilaus hath inculcated, 
„Train up a child in the way that he ſhould 
bo, and when he is old he will not depart 
{rom it 6,” 


12. Claudius Cmſar eraſed the name of a 
Greek Prince from the roll of the Judges, 
and ſent him to travel, on finding that he was 
ignorant of the Latin tongue, 


13. The ſtory of Simonides may ſtand 4s a 
thouſand arguments for aſſiduous application 
to knowledge, and demonſtrates that the 
wiſe man's true riches are lodged within 
himſelf, That excellent Poet, the better to 
ſupport himſelf under his narrow circum- 
ſtances, went the tour of Aſia, ſinging from 
city to city the praiſe of their heroes and 


® Proverbs, Chap, zxii. ver. 6. 
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great men, and receiving their rewards, Dy 
this means having at laſt become wealthy, 
he determined to return to his own country by 
ſea, he being a native of the iland Cebs, 
Accordingly, he went on board a veſſel, which 
had not been long on the voyage, before 
a terrible tempeſt aroſe, und reduced it to 
u wreck in the midſt of the ſea, Upon this, 
ſome of the people packed up their treaſuies z 
others, their moſt valuable merchandize, and 
tied. them around their bodies, as the beſt 
means of ſupporting their future exiſtence, 
ſhould they eſcape the prefent dangers, But 
amidſt all their ſollicitude, a certain inqui- 
fitive perſon obſerving Simonides quite in- 
active, and ſeemingly unconcerned, aſked him, 
« What ! don't you look after any of your 
effects? No, replied the Poet, calmly ; all 
that is mine is with me:“ Then ſome few 
of them, and he, among the reſt, took to 
ſwimming, and ſeveral got ſafe aſhore ; while 
many more periſhed in the waves, wearied 
and encumbered with the burden they had 
bound about them. To complete the cala« 
mity, ſoon after ſome plunderers came down 
upon the coaſt, and ſeized all that each man 


had brought away with him, leaving em 


happened to be near at hand, to which the 
{\ipwrecked people repaired z here & certain 
man of letters who had often read the verſes 
of Simonides, and was his great admirer 
though unknown, on one day hearing him 
ſpeak in the market - place, inquired of him 
his name, and finding it was he, gave him a 
welcome reception at his on houſe, and ſup- 
plied him with clothes, money and ſervants to 
attend him z while the reſt of -the company 
were forced to carry a letter about this foreign 
city, ſetting forth their caſe, and begging 
bread : The next day Simonides met with 
them in his walks, and thus addreſſed them. 
« Did I not tell you, my friends, that all 
which I had was with me? But you ſee all 
that which You could carry away with you, 
periſhed.” Thus Wiſdom is'proved to be the 
moſt durable poſſeſſion, and the belt ſecurity: 
amidſt every want or trial, 


14. Nicholas Breakſpear, who, on his 
advancement to the Popedom aſſumed the 
name of Adrian IV. was, in the early part of 


naked. The ancient city of Caso,“ 
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life, reduced to the neceſſity of ſubmitting to 
ſervile offices for bread, He ſtudied in 
France, where, though he laboured under 
the preſſures of poverty, he made u wonder- 
ful progreſs in learning. He was, for bis 
merit, choſen Abbot of St. Rufus, in Pro- 
vence, in 1146, made a Cardinal; and in 
1154, he ſucceeded to the Pontificate, 
One day, on an interview with an Intimate 
friend, he told him, that all the hardſhips of 
his life were nothing, in compariſon of the 
Papal Crown z and ſpeaking of the difficulties 
and ſorrows he had experienced, he obſeryed, 
«« that he had been us it were ſtrained through 
the alembick of affliction.“ This great and 
exemplary man was in ſuch high veneration, 
that Frederick King of the Romans, at an 
interview with him in Italy, condeſcended to 
hold his ſtirrup while he mounted his horſe: 
He was the only Engliſhmaa that ever ſat in 
the papal chair, p 


15. Thomas, Earl of Dorſet, who lived 
in the reign of James I. may not only be 
ranked with the chief men of his age av a 
ſcholar and a ſtateſman, but was moreover an 
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admirable manager of his private fortunes and 
the public revenues. The former indeed he 
had been called to from the moſt ſubſtantial 
motives z for it ſeems, he ſucceeded early in 
life to an immenſe eſtate, which, as he thoughe 
it ſet him above ceconomy, he laviſhed with- 
out care, However, in a few years, by means 
of his exceſſive magnificence and diMfipation, 
he found himſelf involved in debt, The 
Mhdignity of being on a certain day kept in 
waiting by an Alderman, of whom he had oc» 
calion to borrow money, opened his eyes, and 
made ſo deep an imprefion upon him, that 
he reſolved from that moment to become a 
better economiſt, Accordingly, we are told, 
he managed his finances fo well, that he was 
thought a proper perſon to ſucceed the great 
Cecil, Lord Burleigh, as Lord High Trea- 
ſurer of England. 


o 


16. The famous Torquato Taſſo, by his 


Poem, intitled Rinaldo, extended his reputa- 
tion throughout all Italy, but greatly cha- 
grined his father, who thought it might ſeduce 
him from ſtudies more advantageous. Accord- 


ingly, he went to Padua, where his ſon then 
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was, to remonſtrate againſt hi apparent 
purpoſe of devoting himſelf to philoſophy ind 
poetry, and made uſe of many very harh 
expreſſions; all which Taſſo heard wick a 
patience and tranquility that made the old gen- 
tleman ſtill more angry: At laſt, Of whit 
uſe, cried be, is that Philofophy, on which 
you value yourſelf fo much,” % Sir, replied 
Taſſo calmly, it has enabled me to endure the 
by even of Your I 7 | 


16. Sir Thomas Smith, Socretaly of State 
to Queen Elizabeth, a few: months before be 
died, ſent to his friends the Biſhops of Win- 
cheſter and Worceſter,  intreating them to 
draw up for bim out of the word of God, 
the plaineſt and beſt diretiony for making h's 
peace with him; adding, * That it was 
great pity men knew not to what end they 
were born into the world, till they were juſt 
at the point of youny it.“ 4 


17. Sir John Maſon was born in the reign 
of Henty VII. and lived in high eſteem with 
Henry B. Edward 6. Queen Mary and Queen 
Elizabeth ; having been a Privy Counſellor to 
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each of the four laſt, and an accurate obſerver 
of all the various revolutions and viciſſitudes 
of thoſe times. When he lay on his death- 
bed, he called his family together, and 
addreſſed them in the following terms: * Lo! 
here I have lived to ſee five Princes, and 
have been a Counſellor to four. I have ſeen 
the moſt remarkable things in foreign parts, 
Ad been preſent at moſt ſtate tranſactions for 
thirty years together: And I have learned this, 
after ſo many years experience, That Seriouſ- 
neſs is the greateſt Wiſdom, Temperance the 
beſt Phyſician, and a good Conſcience the 
beſt Eſtate, And were I to live again, I 
would exchange the Court for a Cloyſter; 
my Privy Counſellor's buſtles for an Hermit's 
retirement, and the whole life I have lived in 
the Palace, for one hour's enjoyment of God 
in my Cloſet. All things elſe forſake me, 
except my God, my duty, and my prayers.” 
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EPHESIANS vi. 7 


Net with che. ſervice, as men-pleaſers, but os the 
ſervants of Ghrifl ; doing the' will of God 
from the heart: With gor2d-awill doing ſervice, - 
as to the Lord, and not to men. Knowing. 
that whatſoever god thing any man deth, the 
ſame ſhall he receive of the Lord, whether be 
be bond or free, 


E recommended in the laſt Sermon an 

early and :diligent Application to 
Learning to the attainment of that Wiſdom 
which is the guide and the comfort of lifc, 
The duty, neceflity and advantages of this 
application were then fully hewny which, 
though they affect all young perſons, in an 
eſpecial manner, yet do they more particularly 
concern ſuch, as, deſigned for the Learned 
Profeſſions, can never expect credit or ad- 
vancement in liſe, if they are wanting in a, 
continued application to ſcience. Lo thoſe, 
therefore, what we have ſaid on this ſubject 
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may be applicable ad uſeful throughout the 
whole of their education. But it. will de 
neceſſary to offer further and more particular 
counſel to thoſe, who, deſigned 4a fill up the 
k Common 1 of life, are, after a ſhort 


period, to be removed from literary improve · 


ments to.a more aRive- ſituation, where, 


giving up their liberty for a ſeaſon, 0 are 
bound co the ſervice of” another, 0 


72 would not have it 3 25 if it was 
either fitting or proper for a young perſon to 
drop all literary purſuits and attainments 
when become an Apprentice, and engage 
buſineſs ; ſo far from it, the purſuit of WI. 
dom is, as we have ſhewn, in a great meaſure, 
incumbent upon all; and there cannot be 
4 more ufeful or entertaining amuſement for 
young men, than reading at their leiſure hours: 
A love for this, and a proper attention to it, 
will not only be ſound highly improving, but 
will anſwer a thouſand good purpoſes, It will 
ſerve mote eſpecially to krep them from the 
dangers of temptation, and to fill up happily 


thoſe vatant hours, which, if left undccu-· 
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pied, idleneſs and vice will too probably 
ſeize. Parents and maſters therefore. would 
cach do well, equally ta encourage. ig their 
children and apprentices an affection for libecal 
ſcience; which will undopdtedly be attepded 
with the moſt ſalutary effects 3. will not any 
prove an elfecual -preſeryative from. vices: 1 
the * 32 virtue. 


Be it Auen! — friends, that 1 
now ſpeak af Reading merely as an Amuſe- 
ment ; and no Amuſement mult ever interfcre 
with the time and the duty you owe to thoſe, 
who are made your maſters. Placed under 
them, as they owe to yau all the care, im- 
provement,. and knowledge they, can impart, 
ſo you owe to them, all the © I ime, et 
delity,” “ Induſlry,” and“ an” which 
they require. 


With reſpect to Time” in the firſt place, 
conſider, that this gow is no longer your 
own, but your maſter's. Therefore be care- 
ſul not to idle or ſquander it away, but to 
improve every moment of it, that ſo you may 
nat only fulkll the duties of your ſtation, 


N 2 


but gain ſuch allowed hours, as may be pro- 
petly employed to your own emolument and 
ſatisfaQtion. There is nothing ſo valuable 
and important as Time; the flying momente 
of it, once paſſed, ate never to be retrieved: 
Ever mindful hereof, delay not the immediate 
performunce of that, which, the occaſion 
ſlipped, you may perhaps never have it in yaur 
power to perform at all, Be ofſured, there is 
nothing will ſo much recommend you to an 
obſerving maſter, as a regular diſtribution, and 
exact improvement of time. 


As of your Time, fo muſt you be particu- - 


larly careful of your“ Truſt,” Your maſ- 
ter's intereſts are become yours z you owe 
him the ſtricteſt fidelity; and if you are 


found deficient herein, you muſt never ex- 


pect either confidence or character. Fidelity 
ſhews itſelf in words and actions, and may 
be diſtinguiſhed into Truth in words, and 
Integrity in deeds, Nothing is ſo diſhonour- 
able and diſgraceful, as lying or a deviation 
from truth. It is always the mark of a mean 
and worthleſs ſpirit; a vice, Gop knows, 


which too early diſcovers itſelf in the human 


1 wo a. ts os a a 6 a 


— aw , JJM an at am. am am . amo wb. Aa 


SERMON VL 1% 


mind z and todiſcourage and eradicate which, 
no caution or attention can be too great or 
ſevere, | As it is founded in the worſt prin- 
ciples, ſo is it productive of the greateſt evils 
not only extremely vicious and faulty in it- 
ſelf; but generally the introduction to and 
cloke for other - faults and vices, Simply to 
lie, is an offence ; to lie in order to conceal a 
fault, is a double offence ; (but to lie with a 
malicious purpoſe, with a view to injure or 
prejudice others, is an offence aggravated 
tenfold, and truly diabolicalz an indication 
of the moſt corrupt and abandoned heart: 
And the miſchief of it is, that they, who 
indulge themſelves in the practice at all, 
generally are, led on by the father of lies 
to the very exceſs of it. Never, there - 
fore, in a ſmaller or greater matter, ſuffer 
your lips to deviate from the truth: Speak it 
honeſtly, openly, and without reſerve :: Tou 


„ 


cannot conceive how eaſily: the mind-is-cor- 
rupted by the ſlighteſt indulgence in-falſe- 


hood, by the -leaſt- licence; given to little 
mean reſervations, equivocations, and men- 
tal:chicaneries./: Be. aflured, a fault iy ae s 
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doubled ty denying it; an open; frank con- 


feon difarms reſtiimont,. and conciliates 
affektion : ſuch a regard to truth will gein 
you Credit, and give you dignity.' It ie un 
high, it is an Minble charaer of any man; 
n young mah more eſpecially, to fay, that 


| Wis Veracity iv always to be depended upon 
he tens the contrary ivjuſt as low and defpice. = 


ble. Ani ff you atcuſtbm yourſelf to ſulſe· 
| hood, ſuch will be Your character for the 
natural eonſtquente bf being catght in one 
ſſe, fs in Futwre Doubt of Whatever you ſhut 
fay : And 1, would atk, Can there be any thing 
more diffgracefi/l ihan to ſtand In fuch's Night 
rmongſt your fellow creatures, 8 to have your 
werds deſpiſed und unregurdeil, and wen the 
truth you ſpeul diſbe he ved 7 


I might urge many religious motives to 
geter ffoth this infamous practice; its cons 
trurtety to 'Ch1Mt und his Goſpel, which is 
Truth ; in agreement with the devil, whois 
the father of lies; the ſignal puniſhment which 
God hath ſometimes thought fit to infli& 
upon it; (as ih the remarkable caſe of Anagias 
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and Sapphira,) and the future and fearful 
puniſhment which is denounced upon all liars, 
that they ſhall have their part in the lake 
which burneth with fire and brimſtone.“ 1 
might urge theſe and many other argumente 
to ſhew the finſulneſs of this practio: Bot I 
write not profedſedly on the ſubjeR; meaning. 
only, my young friends, to ew you the 
great importance and neceſſity of a ſtrict 
adherence to truth, if you would recommend 
yourſelves to your mailers, and indeed, to 


mankind in general. 


There is great reaſon to believe, that thoſe 
who are conſcientious in their words, Will de 
ſo in their aRions.z that they will ſhew the 
ſame regard to truth in the one as in the 
other: This is indiſpenſably requifites The 
leaſt temptation to fraud muſt never be ſuf- 
fered to remain a moment in your hearts ; 
diſhoneſty will blaſt your reputation, and all | 
your hopes 3 and it will ſtill be the worſe in 
you, to whom your maſter entruſts the cate 
of his property; for a breach of truſt is ever” 
the bigheſt aggravation of an offence. Al- 
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ways therefore conſider yourſelf. ay entruſted 
with the charge of your 'maſter's- property 


conſider it as moſt ſacred z, and while you 


embezzlingor injuring it, never permit yours 
ſelf to connive at ſuch practices in others; 
Next to the being vicious ourſelves, is the 
conſenting. to, or conniving at vice in others; 
and he is not far from falling into the ſame 
fin, who can ſee it with unconcern, or with» 
put reproof in another. Not that I would 


have you buſy and pragmatical z ready at all 


turns to whiſper idle tories in the ears of 
your ſuperiors. This will certainly render 
you extremely odious and diſguſting to thoſe 
who ate upon 2 level with you: Your life 
will become uneaſy z and your own conduct 
will be moſt ſcrupulouſly examined. But 
this avoided, no fear or favour ſhould ever 
influence your honeſt heart to ſee your maſter 
injured, and to paſs by that injury unnoticed. 
If gentle and ſeaſonable remonſtrances will 
not avail with the injurer, you are bound by 
all the ties of duty and of honour to give infor- 
u ation, leſt yerr connivance at guilt ſhould 


never allow in yourſelf a ſingle thought of 
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be judged, when it is mung 
participation of Je ®, *r Lag e 
aan 

Let me finiſh this head with Hs 

to you, that there is a duty which you owe 
to your maſt erand his family out of doors; as 
well as within, and a duty of great impor- 
tance ; the neglect of which will tend greatly 
to deprive you of confidence and eſteem; 
and that is, a caution never to diſcloſe the 
ſecrets of your maſter's family; never to 
talk unſeaſonably and improperly of his af- 
fairs; much leſs to whiſper any thing which 
may tend to depreciate his reputation. In- 
deed, your maſter's reputation ſhould be dear 
to you as your own, and you ſhould as 
carefully vindicate and defend it, if you hear 
it maligned and aſperſed, as you would your 
own, But it is not merely Reputation where- 
of you are to be thus cautious : There are a 
thouſand little tranſaQions in every family 
which ſhould never tranſpire through the 
walls, and which bear, in the relation, a "yy 


| ® The example of Joſe;b, us a faithful ſervant, is too 
well known to heed more than juſt AY in this 


place. ol 
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different appearance from the reality. Theſt 


it ſhould be your care never te diſcloſe; , 


though I would adviſe you, not to deſire by 
any means the truſt of other people's ſeemu, 
yet, if intruſted, be ſure to keep them as 1. 
ligioully as you do yu ꝗ own, One power» 
ful means of enabling you to attain this 
fidelity, will be a firm, reſolution to place 
a bridle on your tongue; to check a forward, 
prating humour, which: is always offenſive 
in yaung men, and generally prejudicial: Fe 
it is not to be queſtioned, but that the un- 
guarded tongue, which is ſuffered to run 
at all adventures, will frequently ſupply the 
want of ſenſe with folly, and of truth with 
falſehood, 


But beſides this ſtrict Fidelity in words and 
adtions, you owe to your maſter, and indeed 
to yourſelf, © Induſtry,” and . qlòſe application 
to buſineſs. He expects it from you ag l 
right; and you will do well to give it, as 
for that reaſon, fo for your own. ſabe 
alſo; becauſe thus you will not only im- 
prove in the proper knowledge of that buſj- 
neſs which you are apprenticed to learn, but 
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will preſerve yourſelf from the numberleſe 
dangers attendant upon idlenefs. Everything 
is poſſtble to induſtry ; and it will be very 
difficult to ptodues any inſtances of men, who, 
joining ſtrict honeſty to continued ' induſtry; 
bare failed of ahoir due fanorfe in this m 


Well buſbanding * e pendhee 
ant of truth, in words and in actions; in- 
duſtrious and punctual in buſineſs, you will 
neceſſarily be eſteemed. But there is a cer · 
tain Something in behaviour, a certain Man- 
ner, which is, as it were, the poliſhing to the 
diamond, and highly requiſite to render you 
beloved, Some worthy perſons do even the 
beſt ations in an ungraceful manner; they 
have riot, and they do not ſtudy the art to 
pleaſe: You ſhould make this your endea» 
vout, Mild, gentle, and affable in your con · 
verfation ; eaſy, and even t attentive” to the 
v iſhes of your maſter, in your actions ; ſtudy- 
ing every little office which may render you. 
acceptable, and ſtriving to do whatever 'you 
do with grace-and good nature: Induſtriouſly 
avoiding at the ſame time every thing which 
may have the appearance of the leaſt officiouſs | 


U s E RMO N Vn 
noſsg or bf neee, der have 
no concern! 2 
Nat 11 „ h 1 1 
In ſhort, in this'and in 20 d 
ſtances of your duty tb your maſter; let one 
general rule ever have its due inſtuentt on 
your conduct, and it will always ditect you 
right :' + Conſider His intereſts and welfare as 
your dun.“ Thus, as a ſon with a father; 
you will never injure or fee him injured: On 
the contrary, ſenſible of your duty to Him; 
and to your all-ſeeing maſter in heaven, you 
will ſtudy to do your 'part with all fidelity; 
thus recommending yourſeif at once to your 
early and your heavenly . * 


pe 
I have thus far conſidered e detyls & 
apprenticeſhip, only as it relates to yout P 
Superiors: It will require ſome care andat- h 
tention to conduct yourſelf properly'towards I 
your Equals and Inferiors. Your Equaly't t 
cal] your fellow- apprentices, from whoſe n- 1 
quaintance, if virtuous and good, you will 


reap great advantages and comforts, and 
which you can never be too careful to'culti- 
Lute and cement in a proper manner, as per- 
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haps you may derive from thence through like 
the higheſt emolument and ſatisfaQion; Af 
they are vicious and unworthy, the utmaſt 
caution will ſcarce be ſufficient, to guard you 
from the infection of their ill advice-and 
worſe example. You muſt not only ſer your 
face like a rock againſt them; but ſtrength« 
ening your wind every; day more and more 
with religious and virtuous principles, muſt 
both repel their noxious perſuaſions, and at 
the ſame time do your utmoſt to adviſe and 
reclaim them from their ruinous — 
and practices. q 


But I toell: not on this ſubjeR, as pro- 
poling to ſet forth at large in a future diſ- 
courſe the Dangers of Evil Company, and the 
proper method of avoiding it. I muſt not 
however fail juſt to adviſe, that you treat your 
Inferiors with great courteſy and humanity, at 
the ſame time avoiding 'moſt carefully all 
undue freedom and familiarity, eſpecially with 
the female ſervants; 'and more particularly, 
if you are ſo unhappy as to'be placed with'a 
maſter, who, according to the prevalent, but 
deſtructive mode of modern times, thinks 

| i 
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himſelf excuſed from all care of his Gamilyin 
town, while he flies to indulgence und a 
— —_ 
and vigilance will on yaur fide hemeceſſay, 
Jeſt you be enticed into ſnares, which. you 
may find cauſe ever to lament, an allow 
yourſelf in freedams, which 1 
eee 0. 


To prevent this, and other exils.of thelike 
kind, labour to maintain the ſtricteſt Selb 
government, and ſeek, through GGhd's grace, 
for a dominion over your paſſians. Tempe- 
rance in Meat and Drink is to be maintained 
invariably :—But this too, is a matter of ſo 
great conſequenee, that we ſhall afford it a 
ſepatate diſcourſe. Nor is temperance--in 
Dreſs of much leſs conſequence. Bolomon 
has well obſerved © that a man's character may 
be known by his apparal: And though cer- 
tainly different ſtations not only allow, but 
even demand different and more degant 
mades of dreſs; yet a foppiſh atteation'te it, 
in every ſphere of life, is a mark of imbecillii 
of underſtanding, and effeminacy of mind. 
But in Your ſphere of life, where dreſ, ſo 


7 
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far from being requiſicey + is in a dee r- 
proachſul, ſoch an attention will betraypmuch 
want of prudence Indeed ;. not tu ſay that it 
will very probably plenge you into/expences_ 
greater than you are able to bear, aud nt che 
ſame time lead you to ſhew yourſelf ut ſuch 
places and in ſuch company, 28 will prove 
extremely pernicious to your morals. Neat» 
neſs, cleanlineſs and ſimplicity in apparel are 
proper to your ſphere: of life ; they are in cha- 
racter; and be aſſured, throughout your life, 
whatever is ſo, will always be found right, and 
will recommend you to the judicious and difſe 
cerning. 


Cautious of your company, temperate in 
meat and drink, neat and ſimple in your dreſs, 
you will have no temptation to thoſe expenſive 
pleaſures, which too often involve young men 
in incxtricabledifliculties, and lead themtoſteps 
which end only in deſtruction. This may be 
ſaid peculiarly of a pleaſure, .a faſhionable 
Pleaſure - very falſely ſo called, — as it ſurely 
deſerves to be ſtigmatized with the appellation 
of the moſt odious Vice: I mean Gaming ; 

+ See the Beauties of Shakeſpear, Vol, I. p. 2. 
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Which, however common, is ſo petnicious in 
its effecta, that It alſo may well claim 3 
ſeparate diſcourſe, to ſet forth thoſe effect in 
their proper colours, and to diſſuade you, my 
young friends, from the leaſt approach to 
hazardous a precipice. Think not, however, 
that while | warn you from ſuch as are falſe 
and deſtructive, I would rigidly have you 
debarred from all Pleaſures. Enjoy ſuch as 
are conſiſtent with virtue and your ſation; 
and of theſe there are ſufficient, cheap, al- 
lowable, and highly refreſhing ; ſuth as will 
neither injure your virtue, your pocket, or 
your health. Indeed it is obſervable that the 
moſt exquiſite, as well as the moſt innocent 
of all enjoyments, are thoſe which coſt us 
leaſt; fuch as that Reading which I mentioned, 
though ſomewhat out of place, at the begin- 
ning of this diſcourſe z the enjoyment of 
agreeable and ſenſible Converſation ; the 


__ _ pleaſures of Walking, and contemplatipg the 


high Beauties of Nature. Theſe p'eaſures 
will ſupply all the relaxation you will need; 
and, to their great commendation, they afford 
a quick reliſh while they laſt, and + no 
zemorſe when they are over. 
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gut can we fay this, 8 the funf mee ple 
ſures of the town? Ah! my Youtg friends, 
how [ tremble ſor you; on account of theſe! 
8yrens they are, that ſoothe to deſtrüct ſon : 
Fey allure but to ſpoil, and preſent the 
bowl of joy but to intoxicate ind poiſon? 
Beware of, and fly from them, as yd value 
your own preſent-peace arid future Mlcity in 
life; nor date,—till firmly" rooted in 'ri:he 
principles, till eſtabliſhed like a rock in virtue, 
date not to look; left, enticed by their falfe 
beauty, you admire, and are undone; '/ 


It is, I well know, extremely difficult fot 
a young mart to withſtand the artful ſneer of 
ridicule, and the deluſive ſophiſtry of per- 
ſuaſion. You muſt, however, 'exert all 
your fortitude ; but be ſure, if you are ever 
induced to atrend the playhoufe, or other 
places of the like kind, that you never do fo 
out of the company of your maſter or miſ- 
treſs, or ſome other grave and reſpectful 
perſon : A thouſand perils await" you, if 
alone, or attended by the young, the giddy; 
and inconſiderate. There is a danger ;—how 
{hall I ſpeak of, or warn you againſt'ir? OH 
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that I had power to infuſe virtue into your 
ſouls, or to guard you from an evil big with 
the moſt fatal and formidable conſequence ! 
Beware, as you tender your life and falvation, 
beware of thoſe infamous peſtilential nightly 
prowlers, who, in the ſhape of women, 
take the devil's part, and tempt the innocent 
and unwary to foul ſhame and fearful ruin! 
Diſeaſe, and miſery are in their embraces: 
Blaſphemy, theft and murder, dwell in their 
ſecret chambers.— True; poor miſerable 
wretches ! when early and cryelly deluded 
into this deteſtable mode of life ; when weary 
of it, and ſincerely defirous to repent ard 
amend ;—we feel a generous pity for them, 
and gladly lay open the golden gate of mercy 
for their reception ®. But, while perſevering 


to debauch and delude ; while permitted by 


the ſhameful negligence of the ſleeping magi- 
Arate, to inſeſt the moſt public paſſes of 
our ſtreets, to corrupt the health, the peace, 
the morals, of gur people, they can never 
de painted in too frightful colours; nor, 
truſt me, my young friends, can any colours, 


* See the fate of the ns =. laſt Edition 
with the Sermons, &c, 


SERMON VI, ' tg 
bowever Fe _— them as be 
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I could tell you if the time,or ſubje& 
allowed, tales which would make attention 
bleed ; of amiable youths, the hopes of their 
parents, the expectation of their friends, in 
an unguarded moment dejuded and undous 
by theſe miſcreants ; An early, immagure or 
ignominious death, or, what is almoſt worſe, 
an howling mad houſe, ending their ſad and 
mournful hiſtory. Oh, my young hearers ! 
beware of theſe ſpoilers of innocence, and 
look not,, approach. not, parly not with 
them; fly from them as fram the grave; 
your ſafety is in flight; and whenever you 
behald them, with gariſh dreſs and artful, 
painted ſmiles, attempting to betray, conſider 
you bebold ſerpents prepared to ſting you ta 
death; tempters, who, for a poor, little, in- 
conſiderable bribe, will proſtitute a fait frame, 
formed by a good God to delight and 
pleaſe z proſtitute it to the fouleſt, filthieſt 
purpoſes z—theit breath pollution, and their 
connexion worſe than a devouring peſtilence | 
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But moral motives and worldly reſpects, 
however powerful and perſuaſive, will be 


found, my young hearers, utterly ineffectual 


to preſerve you from this, and all other 
temptations, to give ftability to'your virtue, 
and uniformity to your conduct, without the 
aid of Religion. It i, from hence alone that 
motives ſufficient to ſway, and ſuccour ſuf- 
ficient to influence, can be derived. Culti- 
vate therefore, with undiſſembled fincerity, the 
practice of Religion; that religion, which 
alone teaches you the true nature and end of 
your being which informs you of the value of 
time, and calls upon you to improve and to re- 
deem it; which exhorts you to ſpeak the truth 
fiom the heart, to be juſt and faithful in all 
your dealings; to provide things honeſt in 
the ſight of all men; to ſtudy to be quiet, 
and do your own buſineſs; to be temperate in 
all things, ſober, chaſte, conſidering your- 
ſelves as the members of Chriſt, as the 
temples of the living God; and from that 
high and aweful conſideration, dreading'to 
pollute thoſe members, to defile and Gs ws 
thoſe temples. 
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Religion, teaching you to look up to the 
omniſcient eye of an Almighty Maſter, will 
ſuperſede a thouſand other rules ; will prevent 
ail eye-ſervice, all man-pleaſing ; will lead 
you, as the ſervants of Chriſt, to do the 
will of God from an obedient and conſci- 
entious heart. For, whatever men may ſay or 
urge, (fools and blind!) to looſen the bonds 
of this divine principle, Religion is that 
alone, which gives a man a ſure and certain 
government over himſelf; and conſequentlr, 
is that alone which can aſſure others of a 
good government over him. Suffer nor, 
therefore, your religious principles to be 
ſhaken by the ſophiſtry of infidels, or the 
ſcoff of ſneerers. Suffer not your religious 
ptactice to be debauched by the deluſions of 
immorality, or the enticing lure of pleaſure; 
and, as one certain method to preſerve you 
ſtedfaſt, let no arguments or conſiderations 
ever prevail upon you to profane the Sabbath. 
If you do it once, you will find yourſelf 
more eaſily induced to do fo a ſecond time z 
and thus you will fall inſenſibly into a habit. 
There is not a betier rule for the preſervation 
of virtue than to © reſiſt beginnings;” for ro 


O 3 


198 SERMON VL 


man can tell to what lengths he ſhall be car- . 


ricd, who ſuffers vice of any kind to gain the 
leaſt aſcendency over him. Let nothing 
therefore perſuade you once to profane the 
Sabbath . Depend upon it, the conſequences 
of ſuch profanation are ruinous; and we 
generally find, in the wretched confeſſions of 
thoſe who conclude their lives ignominioully, 
that this was the firſt error which introduced 
them to a life of profligacy, and a death of 
ſhame, | 
Reverence therefore, and hallow in the 
ſtricteſt manner, God's holy Sabbath. At- 
tend the divine worſhip regularly each part of 
the day: Paſs the reſt either in reading or 
meditation, or in innocent and amuſing walks 
with ſuch, as you ate ſure will lead you into 
no evil, but inſtruct and improve you by 
their friendly and rational converfation, If 
you are ſo happy as to be placed in the 
houſe of a religious maſter, comply invariably 


with the rules of his family, and think 


yourſelf peculiarly fortunate in ſo choſen a 


* ® See a Sermon entitled, A Sabbath Day well ſpent,” 
Printed for Faden in Fleet Street. 
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lot ® If it be otherwiſe, as there is too 
much reaſon to fear in the preſent diſſipated 
mode of life; if you are left to yourſelf, or 
with your fellow-fervants, to paſs the ſabbath, 
without the careful inſpection of a maſter's 
eye, Remember always that you have a Maſ- 
ter in heaven, and that no neglect of your 
ſuperiors can ever diſpenſe wih your negle& 
of duty to Him and to them. ä 


But, alas ! let me refer it to the juſt de- 
ciſion of your hearts, who thus neglect the 
young men committed to their truſt, How, 
O ye Maſters ! can you expect that young 


people placed in your families ſhould diſ- 


charge their duty to God, to you, and to 
themſelves, when they fee you ſo ſhamefully 
neglet your own duty; leaving them to 
chance and temptation; and purſuing your 
pleaſures, on that Sabbath eſpecially, which 
ought to be dedicated to the exerciſes of re- 
ligion, and the duties of good example ? 
Who knows not the prevalence of example 
in every reſpect ? Can it be wondered that 


® Need 1 recommend, to enforce the ſubject of this di- 
courſe, the udmirdb!e nnd infirutive prints of Mr. Hoganth, 
called ** The good and bad Apprentice“ 
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young men eſpecially if of fortune) think 


themſelves intiiled to aſſume the ſame licence, wh 
and to paſs their Sundays in riding, diffipatian, eve 
and riot? Indeed, the greateſt corrupters of fro 
youth, in the trading world, next to the: evil to 
of country houſes and ſeparate families, are the art 
large Premiums given with, and, conſequently, m 
the very large liberties given to young men, m 
who yet are ſuppoſed to be engaged for a liſe W 
of ſervitude, induſtry, and application. It is, c| 
I fear, too common for many to take thoſe g 
large premiums, who very little concern r 
themſelves with the morals and virtues. of f 
ſuch, as tender parents, with the beſt hopes, 0 


have committed to their truſt. It is not eaſy 
to ſay how they can anſwer to their conſciences 
ſo groſs a neglect. If the neceſſary manage- 
ment and reſtraint be more difficult, 3s. 
probably it may, in proportion to the large» 
neſs of the premium, the maſter ſhould cer- 
tainly conſider himſelf as engaged to ſuperior 
care and attention: And it is a truth which 
none can deny, however ſtrangely they may 
contradict it in praQice, that the hizher and 
more important the charge, the more the 
maſter is obliged to abound in inſtruction, 
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diligent inſpection, and good example. But 


whatever the charge, nothing can, nothing 
ever will, excuſe an honeſt and good maſter 
from the diſcharge of theſe duties. Attentive 
to the importance whereof, thoſe parents, who 
are ſtudious of their children's good, will 
make it their firſt care, not to look out for a 
maſter, who, moſt eminent in his ſtation, 
will poflibly prove moſt negligent of their 
children, and for whom they may purchaſe the 
greateſt indulgences ; that is, the moſt certain 
ruin, at the higheſt rate; as if the virtue and 
future well-being of their children was not 
of more conſequence, than the gratifying a 
poor temporary vanity. But they will 
make it their firſt care to place them with a 
maſter, who, like Abraham, fears God, and 
ſerves him with all his houſe - whoſe ho- 
neſty and good character, founded on this 
Laſis, are irreproachable; and from whoſe 
virtuous example, the moſt lively and con- 
ſtant motives will ariſe to a fimiliarity of 
conduct. 


Happy parents, who thus prudently and 


wiſely chuſe ! Happy maſters, who thus ex- 


| 
| 
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cellently, and conſcientiouſly rule their fa« 
milies! Happy youths, committed to fuch 
faithful and worthy directors] Eſtabliſhed in 
good principles, you will enter upon life 
with the beſt hopes; wilt become an orn- 
ment and a blefling to ſociety, and meet the 
future reward of your good conduct in a 
kingdom of peace and glory. Amen 


 _ ANECDOTES, 
For “ The Advice to AppreNTICEs.” 


1. The Archbiſhop of Cambray makes 
Telemachus declare, that though he was 
young in years, he was old in the art of 
knowing how to keep both his own and 
his friend's fecrets. When my father, ſays 
the Prince, went to the ſiege of Troy, he 
took me on his knees, and after .embracing 
and bleſſing me, as he was ſurrounded by 
the nobles of Ithaca, „O my friends I faid 
he, into your hands I commit the education 
of my ſon; if you ever loved his father, 
ſhew it in your care towards him : But above 
all, do not omit to form him juſt, ſincere, 
and faithful in keeping a fecret.” Theſe 
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words. of my father, ſays Telemachũs, were 
continually repeated to me by His friends 
in his abſence; Who made no ſctuple of 
communicating to me theit oneaſineſs, at 
ſeeing my mother ſurrounded with lovers, and 
the meaſures they deſigned to tike on chat 
occafion, He adds, that he was fo raviſhed at 
being thus treated like a man, and at the 
confidence repoſed in him, that he never 
abuſed it: Nor could all the infinuations of 
his father's rivals ever get him to betray what 
was committed to him under the ſeal of 
ſecrecy, - See the Spectator, Ne. 338. 


| 2, & Thete is nothing, ſays Plato, fo 
delightful, as the hearing or the ſpeaking of 
truth.” For this reaſon it is, that there is no 
converſation ſo agreeable, as that of a man 
of integrity, who hears without any intention 
to betray, and ſpeaks without any intention 


to deceive.— As an advocate was pleading the 


cauſe of his client in Rome, before one of 
the prætors, he could only produce a fingle 
witneſs in a poirit where the law required 
the teſtimony of two perſons ; upon which, 
the advocate infiſted on the integrity of the 


| 


24 SERMON VL 


perſon whom he had produced: But the 
prætor told him, that where the law re- 
quired two witneſſes, he would not accept of 
one, though it were Cato himſelf. Such a 
ſpeech from a perſun who ſat at the head of 
a Court of Juſtice, while Cato was till 
living, ſhews us more than a thouſand ex- 
amples, the high reputation this great man 


had gained among his pee x on the 


account of his ſincerity, 


3. As I was fitting (ſays an ancient 
writer) with ſome Senators of Bruges, before 
the gate of the Senate Houſe, a certain 
beggar preſented himſelf to us, and with 
ſighs and tears, and many lamentable geſtures, 
expreſſed to us his miſerable poverty, and 
aſked our alms ; telling us at the ſame time, 
that he had about him a private maim, and 
a ſecret miſchief, which very ſhame reſtrained 
him from diſcovering to the eyes of men, 
We all, pitying the caſe of the poor man, 
gave bim each of us ſomething, and apa 
One, however, amongſt us, took an opportu- 
nity to ſend his ſervant after him, with orders 
to inquire of him, what that private infir- 
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mity might be, which he found ſuch cauſe to 
be aſhamed of, and was fo lot to diſcover. 
The ſervant overtook him, and delivered his 
commiſſion z and after having diligently 
viewed his face, breaſt, arms, legs, and 
finding all his limbs in apparent ſoundneſs ; 
« Why, friend, ſaid he, | ſee nothing where- 
of you have any ſuch reaſon to complain.“ 
Alas, Sir! ſaid the beggar, the diſeaſe which 
afflicts me, is far different from what you con- 
ceive, and is ſuch as you cannot diſcern: 
Yer it is an evil which hath crept over my 
whole body ; it has paſſed through my very 
veins and marrow, in ſuch a manner, that 
there is no member of my body that is able 
to work for my daily bread. This diſcaſe is 
dy ſome called Idleneſs, and by others Sloth. 
The ſervant hearing this fingular apology, 
left him in great anger, and returned to his 
maſter with the above account ; but before 
the company could ſend again to make fur- 
ther inquiry after him, the beggar had very 
prudently withdrawn himſelf. | 


4. Action, we are aſſured, keeps the ſoul” 
in conſtant health; but idleneſs corrupts and 
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ruſts the mind; for a man of great abilities, 
may, by negligence and idleneſs, become ſo 
mean and deſpicable, as to be an incumbrance 
to ſociety, and a burden to himſelf... When 
the Roman hiſtorians deſcribed an extraor- 
dinary man, it generally entered into his 
character, as an eſſential, that be was incre 
dibili induſtrid, diligentid ſingulari.— of in» 
credible induſtry, of ſingular dijigence and 
application.” And Cato in S$8lluſt- informs 
the Senate, that it was not ſo much the 
arms, as the induſtry of their anceſtors, which 
advanced the grangeur of Rome, and made 
ber miſtreſs of the world. Similar to which 
is the obſervation of Solomon (Prov. 22. 29.) 
« Seeſt thqu à man diligent in his buſineſs? 


he ſhall ſtand þefore Eines, he * not 


ſtand before mean men.“ 


5. A phyſiognomiſt, who profeſſed, that, 
from the outward features of the face and 
habit of the body, he could aſſign the inward 
diſpoſition of any man to a degree of cer- 
tainty : One day ſeeing Socrates, pronounced 
him ſtupid, ignorant, eſteminate, drunken, 
and addicted to unnatural vices. Upon this, 


3 
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the Philoſopher's friends were fo irritated, 
that they threatened the man, and vowed to 
puniſh him as an impoſtor; as in all like» 
libood they would, had not Socrates re- 
ſtrained them by ſaying, * The man is no 
way miſtaken : I ſhould have been juſt the 
perſon he deſcribes, had I not trained my» 
ſelf up by the precepts of Philoſophy *.” 


6. Cæpio was adjudged to death for ſome 


offence, in the reign of Auguſtus Cæſar j but 
his ſervant in the night time carried him in a 
cheſt out of Rome, and brought him, by re- 
peated nocturnal jaurnies, from Oftia to the 
Laureptine fields, where was his father's 
villa, Afterwards, jn order to he at further 
diſtance from danger, they took ſhip; but 
being forced back by a tempeſt, and driven 
on the coaſt of Naples, the ſervant was 
there apprehended, and brought before the 
Centurion, who put him to à ſtrict examina- 
tion : Every art, however, mas ing H ro 


®* See Proverbs, Chap 7. ver. 6, be. than which the 
inexperienced youth cannot, perhaps, meet with a more' 
ſtrik ing and beautiful admonition in all hiſtery, ſacred gr 


profane, 


- 
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warp him from his duty ; nor could he be pre- 
vailed on either by bribes or menaces, to make 
any diſcovery of his maſter's retreat. 


7. Micithus, a domeſtic of Anaxilaus, 
King of the Rhegini, was left by his dying 
maſter to govern his kingdom, and ſuper- 
intend his children during their minority; 
Throughout his viceroy- ſhip he behaved him- 
ſelf with ſuch clemency and juſtice, that the 
people ſaw themſelves happily placed under a. 
perſon, whoſe quality was neither unfit to 
tear rule, nor too mean for the high poſt he 
occupied : And yet, when the children of 
Anaxilaus came of age, he immediately de- 
volved the power into their hands, and at 
the ſame time transferred to them the trea- 
ſures, Which by his œconomy he had ge- 
cumulated; accounting himſelf . merely as 


their guardian and truftee: While for his 
own part, content with a ſmall pittance, be 
retired to Olympia, and there lived in the 
private enjoyment of reſpect, ſecurity, and the 
noble teſtimony of a faithful and upright 
conſcience, 
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8. The following, we ate informed, is a true 
relation” of an Event, Which happened in a 
neighbouring ſtate not many years ago. A 
jeweller, a man of good character and conſider- 
ble wealth, having occaſion, in the way of buſi- 
neſs, to travel at ſome diſtance from the place 
of his abode, took along with him a ſervant, 
He had with him fome of his beſt jewels, 
and a large ſum of money, to which his 
ſervant was likewiſe privy. The maſter hav- 
ing occaſion to 'difmount on the road, the 
| ſervant watched his opportunity, took a piſtol 
from his maſter's ſaddle, and ſhot him dead on 
the fpot, Then. rifling him of his jewels 
and money, and hanging a large ſtone to his 
neck, he threw him into the neareſt canal. 
With this booty, he made off to a diſtant 
part of the country, where he had reafon to 
believe that neither he nor his maſter were 
known. There he began to trade, in a very 
low way at firſt, that his obſcurity might 
ſcreen him from obſervation; and in the 
courſe of many years ſeemed to riſe up, by the 
natural progreſs of buſineſs, into wealth and 
conſideration ; ſo that his good fortune ap- 
peared at once the effect of induſtry, aud 
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reward of virtue. Of theſe he counterfeited 
the appearance ſo well, that he grew- into 
great credit, married into a good family; and 
by Jaying out his ſudden ſtores. diſcreetly, as 
he ſaw occaſion, and joining to all an uni- 
verſal affability, he was at length admitted to 
a ſhare of the government of the town, and 
roſe from one poſt to another, till at laſt he 
was choſen chief magiſtrate, In this office he 
maintained a fair character, and continued to 


fill it with no ſmall applauſe, both as gover- 


nor and a judge; till, one day, as he fat on 
the bench with ſome of his brethren, a crimi- 
nal was brought before him, who was ac- 
cuſed of murdering his maſter. The. evi- 
dence came out full; the jury brought in their 
verdict that the priſoner was guilty, and the 
whole aſſembly waited the ſentence of the 
Preſident of the Court (which he happened to 
be that day) in great ſuſpenſe, Mean while 
he appeared to be in unuſual diſorder,and 
agitation of mind; his colour changed often : 


At length, he aroſe ſrom his ſeat, and com- 
ing down from the bench, placed himſelf 
juſt by the unfortunate man at the bar, to the 


no ſmall aſtoniſhment of all preſent, “ You 


SERMON VI. 211 


ſee before you (ſaid he, addrefling himſelf to 
thoſe who had ſat on the bench with him) 
a ſtriking inſtance of the juſt awards of hea- 
ven; which, this day, after 30 years con- 
cealment, preſents to you a greater criminal 
than the man juſt now found guilty.” Then 
he made an ample confeſſion of his heinous 
offence, with all its peculiar aggravations ; 
« Nor can I, continued he, feel any relief from 
the agonies of an awakened conſcience, but 
by requiring that juſtice be forthwith done 
againſt me in the moſt public and folemn 
manner.” We may eaſily ſuppoſe the amaze- 
ment of all, eſpecially his fellow judges. 
They accordingly proceeded upon his con- 
feſſion to paſs ſentence upon him, and he 
died with all the ſymptoms of a penitent 
mind. See Dialogues on Education, vol. ii. 


P. 401. 


9. All the real pleaſures and conveniencies 
of life (ſays a fine writer] lie in a narrow 
compaſs ; 

(“ Man wants but little here below, 
Nor wants that little long.“) 
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But it is the humour of mankind to be 
always looking forward, and ſtraining after 
ſuch as have got the ſtart of them in wealth 
and honour, Nay, perſons of an higher 
rank live in a kind of ſplendid poverty, and 
are perpetually wanting, becauſe, inſtead of 
acquieſcing in the ſolid pleaſures of life, they 
endeavour to outvie each other in ſhadows 
and appearances. This ridiculous chace after 
imaginary pleaſures cannot be ſufficiently ex- 
poſed, as it is the great ſource of thoſe evils 
which generally undo a nation. Let a man's 
eſtate be what it will, he is a poor man, if he 
does not live within it; and naturally ſets 
himſelf to fale to any one who can give him 
his price. When Pittacus, after the death of 
his brother, who had left him a'good eſtate, 
was offcred a great ſum of money by the 
King of Lydia, he thanked him for his 
kindneſs, but told him he had already more by 
half than he knew what to do with. In 
ſhort, content is equivalent to' wealth, and 
luxury to poverty; or, to give the thought a 
more agreeable turn, “ Content is natural 
wealth,” ſays Socrates; to which 1 ſhall 
add, Luxury is artificial poverty, I ſhall 
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therefore recommend to the conſideration of 
thofe, who are always aiming at ſuperflucus 
and imaginary enjoyments, and will not be at 
the trouble of contracting their deſires, an 
excellent ſaying of Bion the Philoſopher; 
namely, „ That no man has ſo much care, 
as he whe endeavours after the moſt hap- 


pineſs.“ SpeRator, Ne, 574. 


10, Scipio the younger, when only twenty= 
four years of -age, was appointed by the 
Roman Republic to the command of the 
army againſt the Spaniards, Soon after the 
conqueſt of Carthagena, the capital of the 
empire, his integrity and virtue were put to 
the following exemplary and ever memorable 
trial, related by the hiftorians, ancient and 
modern, with univerſal applauſe, Being re- 
tired into his camp, ſome of his officers 
brought him a young virgin of ſuch exqui- 
ſite beauty, that ſhe drew upon her the eyes 
and admiration of all. The young conqueror 
ſtarted from his ſeat with confuſion and 
ſurprize ; and like one thunder-ſtruck, ſeemed 
to be robbed of that preſence of mind and 
ſe}f-pollcſſion, fo neceſſary in a general, and 
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for which Scipio was remarkably famous. In 
a few moments, having rallied his ſtraggling 
ſpirits, he enquired of the beautiful captive, 
in the moſt civil and polite manner, con- 
cerning her country, birth and connections; 


and finding that ſhe was betrothed to a 


Celtiberian prince named Allucius, he order- 
ed both him and the captive's parents to 
be ſent for, The Spaniſh prince no ſooner 
appeared in his preſence, than even before he 
ſpoke to the father and mother, Scipio took him 
aſide, and, to remove the anxiety he might be 
in on account of the young lady, he addreſſed 


him in theſe words: * You and Lare young, 


which -admits of my ſpeaking to you with 
more liberty, Thoſe who brought me your 
ſuture ſpouſe, aſſured me at the ſame time, 
that you loved her with extreme tenderneſs; 
and her beauty left me no room to doubt it. 
Upon which, reflecting, that if, like you, I 
had thought of making an engagement, and 
were not wholly engroſſed with the affairs of 
my country, I ſhould myſelf deſire that fo 
honourable and laudable a paſſion might find 
favour ; I therefore think myſelf happy in 
the preſent conjuncture to do you ſervice. 
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Though the fortune of war has made me 
your Maſter, I deſire to be your Friend. 
Here is your wife; take her, and may the 
Gods bleſs you with her. One thing, how- 
ever, I would have you be fully aſſured of, 
that ſne has been amongſt us, as ſhe would 
have been in the houſe of her father and 
mother. Far be it from Scipio to purchaſe 
a looſe and momentary pleaſure at the ex- 
pence of virtue, honour, and the happineſs 
of an honeſt man] No; T have kept her for 
you, in order to make you 'a preſent worthy 
of you, and of me. The only gratitude 
I require of you for this ineſtimable gift is, 
that you will be a friend to the Roman peo- 
ple.” Allucius's heart was too full, to make 
him any anſwer ; but, throwing himſelf at 
the General's feet, he wept aloud : The 
captive lady fell down in the ſame poſture; 
and remained fo, till the aged father, over- 
whelmed with tranſports of joy, burſt into the 
following words: „Oh, divine Scipio]! the 
Gods have given thee more than human 
virtue! Oh, glorious leader ! Oh, wonder- 
_ ous youth! does not that obliged virgin 
give you, while thus praying to the Gods | 
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for thy proſperity, rapture infinitely above ill 
the tranſports thou couldſt have.reaped from 


the poſſeſſion of her injured perſon ?” Such 


was Scipio; a ſoldier, a youth, an heathen ! 
nor was his virtue unrewarded, Allucius, 
charmed with ſuch magnanimity, Iiberality 
and politeneſs, went into his own, country, 
and publiſhed on all occaſions the praiſes of 
his generous and humane victor; crying out, 


that there was come into Spain à young 


hero, like the Gods; who conquered all 
things leſs by the force of bis arms, than by 
the charms of his virtue and the greatneſs of 
his beneficence.” Upon this report (con- 
tinues the hiſtorian) all Celtiberia ſubmitted 
to the Romans; and Allucius returned in a 
ſhout to Scipio, at the head of 1400 choſen 
horſe, to facilitate his future conqueſts : And, 
to render the marks of his gratitude ſtill more 
durable, Allucius cauſed the action above 
related to be engraven on a ſilver ſhield, 
which he preſented to Scipio; a preſent 
infinitely more ineſtimable and glorious, than 
all his treaſures and triumphs. This ſhield, 
which Scipio carried with him when he res 
turned to Rome, was loſt in his paſſing the 
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Rhone, with part of the baggage: It con- 
tinued in that river till the year 1665, when 
ſome fiſhermen found it; and it is ſaid to be 
now in the cabinet of the French King. 


11, It was a good piece of advice which 
Pythagoras gave his ſcholars, ** that every 
night, before they flept, they ſhould examine 
what they had been doing that day, and fo 
diſcover what actions were worthy of purſuit 
to-morrow, and what little vices were neceſ- 
ſarily to be prevented from ſlipping unawares 
into a habit.” If you would be free from ſin, 
fly temptation, He who does not endeavour 
to avoid the one, cannot expect Providence to 
defend him from the other. If the firſt ſparks 
of vice were quenched, there would be no 
flame, For how can He kill, who dares 
not meditate revenge? Or He be an adulterer 
in act, who does not tranſgreſs in deſire ? 
How can He be perjured, who fears an oath ? 
or defraud another, who dares not allow 
himſelf to covet? “ Greater is he that 
ruleth his own ſpirit, than he that taketh a 
city,” 
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SERMON VI. 
On bad Company. 
| CORINTHIANS W. 33. 


Be not deceived Evil communications corrupf 
1 good manners, 


oa 


LL nature loves and ſeeks ſociety : 
A Even the animals which are not of 
the moſt ferocious and untamable kind, de- 
light to herd together, and feel a ſatisfaction 
in each other's preſence. Man, peculiarly 
formed for ſociety, has no joy in abſolute 
ſolitude : Cut off from his fellow-creatures, 
ſo far is he from partaking of the pleaſures 
of life, that he finds it extremely difficult to 
ſupport his being. From ſociety proceed all 
the refined comforts and ſuperior enjoyments 


of lifey And from — very much 
mixed are all human bleſſings—proceed the 


greateſt dangers and evils of life. "Tis un- 
pleaſing to think, that from our chief ad- 
vantages our greateſt evils ſhould flow but 
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this is not the only inſtance wherein the 
obſervation holds good. Alas! my young 
friends, how I ſhudder for you, when re- 
collecting the various perils you have to 
encounter, from aſſorting with that world, 
where you will find ſo many pleafing temp- 
tations to allure; ſo many gilded ſnares to 
entrap ; where, perhaps, your own good dif- 
poſitions and good inclinations will be made 
the foundation of your utter undoing | Society 
you muſt, you will have: Good ſociety is 
not leſs difficult to attain, than it is ad- 
vantageous when attained : Evil ſociety, as 
common as the air, is as blaſting to the 
manners, as that air, when it bears on its 
noxious wings peſtilence and diſeaſe. I would 
warn you from the latter: I would ſhew you, 
in conformity with the apoſtle's declaration, 
that “ Evil communications corrupt good- 
manners: I would ſhew you, that they muſt 
neceſſarily and unavoidably do ſo, I would 
point out, on the other hand, the advantages 
of good company and converſation, and intreat 
you, by all you hold dear, as cautiouſly to 
fly the one, as you cultivate the other. 
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The fatal conſequences of Bad Company 
have been known and confeſſed in all ages. 
The paſſage which Saint Paul produces, is 
taken from a very ancient heathen Poet ® ; 
and it ſeems to have been one of thoſe paſ- 
ſages, which had gained univerſal aſſent, 
and was received as a maxim. Indeed, no- 
thing is more true, For, ſuppoſe a young 
perſon to ſet forward in the world, ſtored with 
the beſt principles, and unpolluted in virtue, 
there can be no queſtion but thoſe principles 
will be overthrown, and that virtue corrupted, 
if he communicates conſtantly, and by choice, 
with the vicious and looſe, For, obſerve, we 
ſpeak here of ſuch company as we ourſelves 
chuſe, "Tis very poſſible in our conneQions 
with the world, we may be obliged to con - 
verſe with many, whoſe principles and prae- 
tice are totally abhorrent from our own : But 
ſrom theſe we are not in much danger. The 
diſlxe and diſapprobation of their mannery 
which we feel, will rather ſerve to improve 
our own, Our peril lies in the company of 


* From Menander, according to 8t, Jerom, In whom the 
Verſe runs thus 4 


$Wiiguen des x land ler none | 
Theognis has a pallage very Lmilar, 


222 SERMON VI. 


ſuch, as we voluntarily chuſe for the al- 
ſociates of our freer hours; not only becauſe 
ſuch choice evidently ſhews the tum and 
diſpoſition of our minds, but becauſe, from 
the very nature of ſocial union, both we 
ourſelves ſhall wiſh and ſtudy to be aſſimi- 
lated, and our companions will be zealous to 
have us aſſimilated to them, 


The choice of bad company, in the firſt 
place, evidently proves a bad diſpoſition of 
mind. Tell me with whom you go, ſays 
the proverb, and I will tell you what you 
are,” Free ſociety is a matter of abſolute 
choice, and, .like another alliance, can never 
be contracted without conſent of parties. 
Like univerſally aſſorts with like 3 and it is as 
impoſſible for a virtuous mind, defirous of 
improvement, and ſtudious to excel in duty, 
to take pleaſure in the company of idle, 
ignorant, and vicious perſons, as it is for the 
two greateſt contraries in nature to unite, 
Where the ſentiments, the converſation, the 
purſuits totally diſagree, what but ſtrife and 
contention can enſue? Is it probable that 
perſons thus diſſentient will delight to aſſo- 


\ 
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ciate merely to jar and contend ? Far different 
is the end and deſign of ſocial intercourſe. In- 
deed, the matter wants very little proof: The 
choice of bad companions is as infallible a 
proof of a bad mind, -as the choice of bad, 
trifing and unimproving books would be of a 
depraved taſte in the man who had a large 
and excellent library of the beſt and moſt im- 
proving authors around him, whence to make 
his election. N 


But I am wandering from my ſubject. The 
voluntary choice of bad company is ſo ſure 
and ſad a proof of a worthleſs mind, that all 
inſtruction will certainly prove fruitleſs: We 
think not therefore of ſuch, We ſuppoſe 
You, my young friends, entering into life 
with good principles, and good diſpoſitions ; 
not voluntarily chooſing, but accidentally 
thrown into bad company; an evil too much 
to be dreaded, from the prevalence of ſuch - 
company in this corrupted world, where the 
number of the vicious, it is to be feared, far 
excceds that of the good; and where, un- 
ſortunately, the good are often difficult of 
acceſs, and very nice. in their acquaintance; 
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while the vicious, bold and aſſuming—are 
forward to court the young and the virtuous 
to aſſociate with them; anxious to corrupt 
their principles, and pollute their manners, as 
if numbers added ſtrength to their cauſe, 
and their own ſhame and ruin would be leſs 
aggravated, the more they involved others in 
ſhame and ruin with them, 


But be not you deceived, my young friends, 
by their glozing ſpeeches,. and loud promiſes 
of felicity : Neither truſt to yourſelves, or the 
imagined rectitude of your own intentions, as 


if you might paſs. fafely amongſt them. 


Who, though in full health and ſtrength, 
would ever think of viſiting the place where 
an epidemical and peſtilential diſorder ravaged 
all before it? Believe me, the company of 
the vicious is more dangerous, as being more 
contagious; and, however you may eſcape 
for the preſent, will undoubtedly in-time 
corrupt, and work a fatal wound in your 
mind. For, tell me, upon what terms 
do you intend to converſe with this evil com- 
pany, into which you are unhappily fallen? 
You muſt either approve or diſapprove them. 
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If you approve them, thete can be no doubt 
but you will imitate and reſemble them. All 
hopes are then over ! If you diſapprove them, 
and continue tedfalt ia that diiapprobation, 
there will probably ſoon be an end of your 
ſociety 3 and you may poſtdly come off ſaſe. 
Though this ia not fo ſure as you may think, 
particularly if you renew your viſits, and are 
frequently found in the fame fociety, For it 
is not in your power to teil what weight their 
arguments will have upon your mind; and 
be aſſured, they will uſe every argument which 
they conceive may be of weight: Since, as 
we juſt obſerved, the vicious and abandoned 
are very uneaſy, to have any perfon with 
whom they converſe, better than themſelves z 
and mighty zealous to make proſelytes, that 
the virtue of others may not give pain to 
their own refletions. Indeed, as men of 
this claſs are generally ignorant enough, and 
ſufkciently ſuperficial in their underſtandings, 
you might perhaps with no great difficulty. 
refute their arguments, and, on the footing of 
fair reaſoning, ſhew the futility of all they 
advance: But they have a kind of reaſoning 


of their own, a method of argumentation, 
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which will baffle all your logic, and confute 
at once all your arguments; and that is, 
« Laughter and ridicule,” A loud laugh, or 
a ridiculous jeſt ; à little well timed mockery, 
or deſpicable buffoonery, will ſerve at once 
to render all you would ſay inſigniſicant, and 
to make you feel very uneaſy in yourſelf, and 
very laughable in the fight of others. This 
may be called, the ſtrong · hold of the vicious, 
and if you have fortitude enough to ſtand it, 
—which, believe me, is the cafe with very 


few of your fellow - creatures, for the human 


mind ſuſtains perſecution and pain much 
better than ridicule and ſcorn: Vet, if you 
have fortitude enough to bear it, — and can, 
with a manly reſolution, deſpiſe and foxſake 
ſuch company, you are ſaſe: Vou need fear 
no danger. But, as the contrary is much to 
be apprehended; as none of us can maintain 
too low an opinion of his own virtues, and 
conſequently ſhould avoid with the utmoſk 
caution every temptation 3 it will be much 


your. beſt method never to truſt ' yourſelf a 
ſecond time in that company, where you find 
good principles and good manners - banter'd 
and laugh'd at, and where this ſucceſsful 
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engine of corruption, Ridicule o, is play d with 
all its force againſt virtue, religion, good 
manners, and your own profeſſion of them. 


But, ſuppole this not to be the caſe ; there 
are other reaſons to fear, leſt your morals 
ſhould be corrupted, though at preſent you 


diſapprove what you ſee wrong in your com- 
panions. It is common to us all, to behold 


with gradually- decreaſing horror, as we grow 
familiariz'd to the fight, the objects which at 
firſt chill'd our blood. However you may 
diſapprove, at firſt, the looſe and profane 
language, and the more looſe and criminal 
actions of your aſſociates, be aſſured that 
you will find that diſapprobation gradually 
diminiſh, as you accuſtom yourſelf more to- 
hearing ſuch language, and ſeeing ſuch actions. 
The very allowance hereof, is a large ſtride 
in wrong. You. have loſt. immediately, on 

this permiſſion, the pure and. undefiled: guard 
of virtue; and when once an avenue; ho- 
ever ſmall, is open to vice, it is the nature of 
the inſinuating monſter to creep in. more. and 


o See this matter 0 
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more, till ſhe has worms herfelf into the 
very inmoſt heart. 


Beſides, the nature of friendly ſociety is 
ſuch, that, as we before remarked, it muſt 
neceſſarily have confent of parties. Meetings 
of this kind are deſigned for pleafure and 
ſatisfaction; and as every one, of a 
diſpoſition at leaſt, finds in himſelf a defire to 
'pleaſe, and to render himſelf agreeable to thoſe 
with whom he converſes, this very princi- 
ple, amiable and excellent as it is in itſelf, 
will greatly increaſe your danger in bad 
company. Though many things may be 
ſaid, propoſed and done, which your beſt 
ſentiments totally difapprove, yet, unwilling 
to diſturb the good harmony of the focial 
ſett, reluctant to diſguſt and give offence, 
and fearing the ſtigmatizing appellation of 
* ſingularity,” you will run the ſame length 
of riot with them; and, contrary to.-your 

better judgment, plunge perhaps into evils, 
| which you may find cauſe to lament all the 
future days of your life. And further, my 
young friends, O fee how dangers thicken, 
and inconveniencies preſs around, when once 
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you fet your foot in unbidden paths If 
further you happen to poſſeſa a good degree of 
fpirits and vivacity, think, when your blood 
flows with a quicker circulation, when all is 
cheerful, all is alive; think, when the riot 
increaſes, and mirth mounts into madack z 
O think, how eaſily you may be thrown en- 
tirely off your guard, and be carried by thoſe 
ſpirits, which now no longer obey the rein 
of reaſon, into actions bad as the work of 
thoſe, whereof we frequently hear diſſolute 
young perſons boaſt I—vain and fooliſh, as if 
any honour could accrue, from ſeeming to be 
more vicious than men really are; or from 
talking of crimes, which they have neither 
power nor hardiageſs. to commit ! *Tis cer- 
taialy a ſad proof of the corruption of the 
prefent times, that ſuch perſons are found 
amongſt us: Such however there are among 
the young; and if only amongſt the Young, 
their youth and inexperience might baply 
plead ſome excuſe, But ſuch there are too 
amongſt the old; who not only preſume, 
againſt the laws of decency and God, to 
ſpeak of their filthy vices with reliſh ; but 
even. to boaſt of vices, which they never 


22 


20 | SERMON” vn. 


committed; as if it were a credit to be more 
abominable than they in fact have made them- 
ſelves. Bluſh, and hide your heads, ye ſons 
of ſhame ! Unworthy the name of Chriſtians, 
the heathen world will riſe up againſt you in 
judgment, and condemn you. a 


J have hitherto reaſoned, my young friends, 
upon principles common and congenial to 
our nature, ſuch as operate almoſt invariably 
and irreſiſtibly upon us; and conſequently, 
ſuch as prove to a demonſtration the certain 
danger there is, that * Evil communications 
will corrupt good manners.” There js one 
other ſuch principle in the human nature, 
which tends ſtill more to confirm what I 
have advanced; and that is, our proneneſs 
to imitation. This is ſo general a principle, 
that from the cradle to the day of death, 
our life is almoſt all imitation, Few think ot 
act for themſelves, forming their opinions 
and marmers upon the manners and opitiions 
of others: And in ſocial life we no ſooner 
approve, than we are immediately led to imi- 
tate, Indeed, friendly ſociety being formed 
upon a ſimilarity of manners, ſuch ſociety 
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can never be maintained without that ſimi- 
larity be preſerved. It cannot therefore be 
ſuppoſed, that if you converſe with the vicious 
and immoral, you will be diveſted of this 
common principle of your nature: It is cer- 
tain that this principle will have its influence 
upon you; your thoughts, your ſpeech, your 
actions will be formed upon the model of 
theirs: You will become one of them, 
Then, farewell all the pleaſing hopes of your 
aſfectionate parents; farewell all the happy 
proſpects of your felicity, wherewith they 
flattered themſelves : Farewell all thoſe com- 
fortable expectations, which virtue and re- 
ligion naturally form; and for yaurſelves, 
farewell the body in health; the mind at 
peace; the conſcience ſerene and applauding. 
Farewell true tranquility on earth ; farewell 
the hope of eternal tranquility in n 


Theſe are the conſequences of a corruption 
of manners, which will aſſuredly follow trom 
the choice of bad company; and therefore 
Charondas, an ancient lawgiver, wiſely enac- 
ted a law with reference to this evil. As 
be conceived that the morals of the good were 
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ſometimes quite ruined by their diſſalute ac- 
quaintance ; that vice was apt, Uke an in- 
fectious diſcaſe, to ſpread itſelf, and to ex- 
tend its contagion even to the beſt, d iſpoſed 
of our ſpecies: In order to prevent this 
miſchief, he expreſsly enjoined that none 
ſhould engage in any intimacy or familiarity 
with,immoral perſons. He appointed that an 
accuſation might be exhibited far keeping 
bad company, and Jaid an heavy fine on ſuch 
as were convicted of it,” This wile and 
ſalutary law was founded on the trueſt 
knowledge of human nature; which, it is 
unqueſtionable, however pure and well diſ- 
poſed, bad company and bad example will 


for the moſt part be found ſufficient to 
corrupt “. 


In this caſe then, as well as in reſpect to 
vice in general, be aſſured, that your ſafety 
is in flight; in avoiding as much as poſſible 
every temptation, which may ſeduce into 
evil, Now entirely to effect this ſafety, there 
are three things which I would peculiarly re» 


® See the Anecdotes, for u firiking proof hereof, In the 
\ caſe of Prince Eugene of Soifldns, p. 249. 
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commend: The Fiasr is, “tb avoid, with 
the nieeſt cantion, all ſociety with the bad,” 
If by accident thrown into their company, 
maintain your decency and dignity with all 
poſſi ble firmneſs ; but comply not with any of 
their ſolicitations : Approach not to any the 
leaft intimacy ; but on the firſt occaſion make 
again, "Pn | 


And, as the beſt antidote againſt ſuch ſociety, 
as one of the ſureſt methods to render it diſ- 
guſting, and to ſhew it in its own true and 
deſpicable colours; let me adviſe you, Sz- 
CONDLAY, to ſeek and to cultivate with all 
your power the ſociety of the virtuous and the 
good: Of thoſe who are fuperior to you, ra- 
ther than thoſe beneath you. A love of low 
company is certain ruin | You will find a ſe- 
renity and ſatis faction in the converſe of the 
worthy, always innocent, agreeable and im- 
proving, which you will never find in the obſtre- 
perous mirth and looſe riot of the diſſolute and 
profane. You will find yourſelf ſlimulated to 
higher degrees of virtue, the more you are 
familiar with the virtuous ; and conſequently 
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you will find your happineſs daily increaſe, 


in proportion as your * virtue increaſes; _ 
66 Virtwe i is happineſs.” 


But, beſides a coneral e with 
the virtuous, endeavour if poſſible to cultivate 
a pure diſintereſted friendſhip with one of 
ſimilar diſpoſitions, and ſimilar good intentions 
with yourſelf ®, From a friendſhip founded 
in true virtue and religion, you will reap, 
not only the moſt delicate pleaſure: which the 


human ſoul can feel, but, in many reſpects, 


the higheſt advantages which the human life 
can Nl Far 

12 

A ene Heathen writer mentioning 

the uſe which friends are of to us, in every part 

of life, remarks the benefit which young men 

find from them, to be, that they keep them 


in their duty.” Certainly nothing more 


ſtrong or more important could de urged in 


* Facillimd et in optimam partem tognoſcuntur adoleſ- 
centes, qui ſe ad elaros et ſapientes viros, bene conſulentes 


wipublice, contulerunt i quibuſcum fi frequentes ſont, opi- 


nionem afferunt populo, eorum fore ſe ſimiles, quos ſibi ipG 
delegerunt ad imitandum. Cicer. de Offic, lib, il, 13. 


+ Ariſtotle, 
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behalf of friendſhip. To keep us ſtedfaſt in 
our duty, is the beſt office which can be 
done for us: a virtuous friend can and will 
keep us ſo ſtedfaſt; ſurely then, above all 
things, it ſhould be our rg to un 
virtuous 2 


But, avoiding the company of 2 bad, and 
ſolicitouſly cultivating that of the good, you 
muſt take care, Thirdly, as the moſt 2 
tant point of all, “ to preſerve in your minds, 
a deep ſenſe of the importance, and a high 
reliſh of the comforts of religion: - Of that 
religion, which exhorts not only to avoid evil, 
but every the. leaſt appearance of it: That 
religion, which, maintained in all its liſe and 
power upon the ſoul, by a regular and uni- 
form application to all the means of grace, 
will ſerve to render the company and con- 
verſation of the vicious ſo diſguſting and 
deteſtable, that the mind would prefer, under 
the happy impreſſions of it, perpetual ſolitude 
in the wildeſt defart, rather than the ſociety 
of thoſe whoſe every word is a wound to the 
chaſte and virtuous ear; whoſe'every action 


is as a poignard to the good and religious hearts 
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No, my young friends | while the celigion of 
Chriſt has its due influence upon your ſouls; 
while you direct your thoughts and guide 
your actions by the pure and bleſſed precepts 
of the goſpel; you have no need to fear the 
loſs of the reliſh of that Virtue, the nice 
feelings of that tender Conſcience, which will 
render vice odious, and goodneſs alone plea- 
fing to you, Shew yourſelves only firm and 
well-grounded in your principles; dare but to 
be ſingular a while, and to confront the 
little ſcoffs and ridicule of deſpicable ſneerers; 
and, be aſſured, your company will become, 
to your great felicity, as unpleaſing to the 
vicious, as theirs can be to you. As a living 
zeproach to their infamous they 
will not care how little they fee or know of 


you; and finding you, like à rock amidſt the 


waves, firm and fecure againſt all their 
noiſy attacks ; while they cannot refuſe you 
the filent approbation and involuntary homage 
of their hearts, they will leave you to purſue 
your happy and well-choſen courſe of life. 
A courſe, which will infallibly lead you to true 
- contentment and inward peace: Which will 
enable you, perhaps, bercafter to give relief 
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and conſolation to many of thoſe, who, to 
their own ruin, have purſued a different 
courſe ; but which will certainly procure you 
the honour and eſteem of your fellow-crea- 
tures, and the future applauſe of a juſt and 
benevolent Redeemer. Which, &ec. 6 


ANECDOTES, .... 
On the Subject of Bad Company 


1. „Art thou any kind of tree?” (ſaid an 
eaſtern Sage to a lump of odoriferous earth, 
which he picked up in a grove) ** Thou 
charmeR me with thy perfume ? It anſwered 
him, „ am only a vile piece of earth; but 
I dwelt for ſome time with the roſe.” One 
of our Poets has prettily conveyed this ſenti- 
ment, by obſerving, 

«Who can travel through th · Arabian groves, 

And not bear thence ſome fragrance ?” 


2. The divine mercy had inſpired a vicious 
man to requeſt admiffion into a ſociety of Sages, 
whoſe morals were holy and pure. He ob- 
tained what he earneſtly deſired : The con- 
ſtant example of their virtues deeply affected 
bim. He could not be taught a better teffon. 
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He made no delay to imitate them, and to 
relinquiſh his former ill habits. He became 
juſt, ſober, patient, laborious, beneficent, 
amiable, His good works could not be con- 
tradicted: But, odious Motives were attri- 
buted to them; and though his actions were 
commended, his perſon was not beloved or 
eſteemed. In ſhort, moſt people ſeemed in- 
clined to paſs their judgment upon him, from 
what he had been, but not from what he was. 
This injuſtice pierced him with ſorrow : He 
ſhed tears in the boſom of an old and vene- 
rable friend, whom he knew to be ; juſt and 


humane. My ſon,” ſaid the f. to him, 


©« Thou art of more worth even than thy Re- 
putation: Give God thanks for it. Happy is 
the man, who can ſay, My enemies and 


my rivals cenſure in me the vices, which I no. 


longer retain,” What ſignifies it, if-thou 
art but good, that others perſecute thee as 
a wicked man? Haſt thou not, for thy conſo- 
lation, two clear ſighted witneſſes of thy 
actions, Gon, and thine own conſcience?” 


3. The excellent Biſhop Taylor, in one of 
bis volumes, has the following remark : “ As 
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thoſe creatures, ** ſays he, that live among the 
ſnows of the mountains turn white with their 
food, and converſation with ſuch perpetual 
whiteneſſes; ſo our ſouls may be transformed 
into the ſimilitude and union of Chriſt, by 
our perpetual feeding on him, and conver 
ſation, not only in his courts, but in his 
very heart, and moſt ſecret affections, and 
incomparable purities.” I hus too the royal 
poet obſerves," with reſpeR to our aſſociates 
in life: „ With the holy, thou ſhalt be 
holy, and with a perfect man, thou. ſhalt be 
perfect: With the clean, thou ſhalt be clean, 
and with the froward,thou ſhalt learn — 


neſs.“ 


4. Gallus Vibius, we are informed, was 
in the earlier part of life a man of great 
eloquence, yet in a courſe of time he fell into a 
ſtate of as great madneſs ; which ſeized on 
him not ſo much by accident, as by his own 
affectation, having ſo long mimically imi- 
tated madmen, that he became frantic him- 
ſelf, And Tully conſeſſed that whilſt he 
laughed at one Hircus, a very ridiculous 


* See Smollet's * View of all Nations,” Vol. i, b. 1. 
zo, and 295; for ſome curious fafts on this head. 
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fellow, he almoſt became the fame Rind of 


perſon: Dum iam rideo, pene ſactus ſum 
ille.“ N & * | 


5. It was an ancient cuſtom of the Ethio- 
pians (ſays Diodorus Sieulus) that if the King 
by any cauſe or accident was maimed in his 
limbs, bis demeſtics and familiar friends 
would voluntarily weaken themſelves in thoſe 
members ; thinking it uncomely for them to 
walk upright, while their King halted, or if 
be had bur one eye, that they ſhould have per- 
fea ſight. Thus too, when their monarch 
died, bis particular friends uſed to kill them- 
ſelves; as if ſuppoſing ſuch a period of their 
own exiſtence honourable, and a teſtimony of 
undiſſernbled friendſhip, How many ſuch 
felf-facrificers are to be found in the world, 
devoting themſelves as wildly to ruin, through 
falſe complaiſance, and a vicious deference to 
the rank and influence of others! 


6. The following is related by a writer of 
undoubted reputation: Speaking of Prince 
Eugene of Soiſſons, he obſerves, ** All thoſe 
qualifications and endowments that can pro- 
cure love and eſteem, ſhone conſpicuous in 
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this young Prince. A grateful perfon, the 
moſt engaging affability and ſweerneſs of 
temper, a quick underſtanding, un heroic 
ardour, & ſkill in the Tciences, and other parts 
of polite literature (which is the more ex- 
traordinary in a Prince then but 15 years of 
age) united to juſtify the exalted hopes con- 
ccived of him. He ſhewed a ſtrong inclina- 
tion to a military life, and at that early period 


was already inuring Winſelf to it; fo that, 


commonly, a bare board ferved him for a 
pillow. The King had taken the greateſt 
care of his education, and ſuffered him to be 
ignorant of no branch of knowledge, which 
might contribute to his future advancement, 
To keep Hint out of the way of public 
diverſivris, and or her Uiſfipations, he feſided 
at a diſtance ftum court, having apartments 
at the riding academy : F here he gave him- 
ſelf up to the ſtudy of the ſciences, with 
ſuch intenſeneſs_ and application, that he 
ſcarce came to court once in a weck, nor 
appeared at any public diverſions, The 
apartmetits of the Prince and his excellent 
tutor were full of a philoſophics] apparatus, 


and mathematical inſtruments z of the con- 
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aden and uſe of which the Prince bad 
gained a perfect knowledge, as it were, by 


way of diverſion. Nothing gave him greater 


ſatisfaction than to explain every thing to 


ſtrangers of curioſity who happened to viſit 


him. The young Prince allowed himſelf 
no other amuſements, but ſuch as improve, 
as well as divert the mind ; and was as fond 
of mathematical problems, and philoſophical 
experiments, as too many young gentlemen 
are of ſuch diverſions, as tend to alienate their 
minds from any intenſe application, and 
render them unable to bear the leaſt hard- 
ſhip,” | 


n 
How great things were to be expected 
from a Prince of ſuch endowments ! ſo diſ- 
poſed to the worthieſt purſuits, ſo cloſely 
applying himſelf to them, making ſo happy 
a progreſs in them, Alas | every pleaſing 
expectation formed of him proved in the 
event vain ! Bad companions inſinuated them- 
ſelves into his good eſteem 3 bad examples 
found him unable to withſtand them; when 
the vicious were his companions, their man- 
ners were, no longer his abhorrence ; By 
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aflociating with them, he ſoon became as 
abandoned as the worſt of them; and in a few 
years, having loſt his virtue, unhappily loſt 
his life ®.” There cannot be a ſtronger or 
more melancholy proof of the fatal influence 
which bad company and bad examples have 
over even the beſt cultivated and beſt diſpoſed 
minds. How then can others expect to 
avoid the contagion, though ever ſo carefully 
informed and well inclined, if they are hardy 
enough to venture in the midſt of it; even 
when they ſee before their eyes a youth thus. 
well and nobly trained, blaſted at once, and 
all his fair bloſſoms withering, or ere 
were ripened into the promiſed fruit ? 


7. The learned and pious Sir Matthew 
Hale, when a youth, was too much addicted 
to the ſociety of ſome vicious people, which 
he did not break off, till an alarming accident 
drove him from it. Being invited with ſome 
other young ſtudents, to a merry - making out 
of town, one of them during the carouſe 
called for ſo much wine, that notwithſtand - 


® See the Preface to Dean Bolton's Tode. 
Ra 


244 SERMON VII. 
ing all Mr. Hale could do to prevent it, 
he went on in his exceſs, till he fel] down as 


dead before them, All preſent were not a 
little terrified, and did all they could to'bring 


him to himſelf again: This particularly 


affected Mr. Hale, who went into another 
room, and ſhutting the door, fell on bie 


knees, and prayed earneſtly to God, both for 


his friend, that he might again be reſtored to 
life; and that himſelf might be forgiven ſor 
having countenanced ſuch exceſſes, More» 
over, he vowed to God, that he would never 
again keep company in that manner, nor 
drink another health while he lived, His 


friend recovered, and Mr. Hale maſt religi · 


ouſly obſerved his vow, till his dying day. 
It was this great man's reſolution, drawn up 
by him in writing for his on private uſe, 


with regard to COMPANY (among other arti- 
cles of conduct) to “ do good to them; to 
uſe God's name reverently, while with them: 


to beware of leaving an ill example among 


them; and to receive good from them, if thex 
were more knowing than himſelf.“ See his, 


life, by Biſhop Burnett, 


8 


” 
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8. That ever-memorable inſtance of God's 
merey, Wilmot Earl of Rocheſter, was in 
early life always much given to riot and 
licentiouſneſs, During his travels, however, 
and thoſe ſciences at ſea in which he was ſoon 
after engaged, his mind being better occupied, 
he had ſo entirely laid down his former intem+ 
perance, that at his return we are informed, 
he hated nothing more. But, falling again 
into company that loved thoſe exceſſes, he 
was, though not without difficulty, and by 
many ſteps, brought back to it, and that in 
a ſhocking degree: For the natural glow of 
his fancy being enflamed by wine, made him. 
ſo extravagantly pleaſant, that many, to be 
the more diverted by his humour, were ever 
ſtudying to engage him deeper and deeper in 
intemperance; and this at length ſo entirely 
ſubdued him, that (as he told Dr. Burnett his 
hiſtorian) for five years together he was conti- 
nually drunk: Not indeed all the while under 
the viſible effect of it; but his blood was fo 
inflamed, that he was nat in all that time cool 
enough to be perfealy maſter of himſelf. 
This led him to ſay and do many wild and 
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unaccountable things; and by this, he aid, 
he had broken the firm conſtitution of his 
health, which once ſeemed ſo ſtrong, that 


nothing was too hard for it; and he ſuffered 


ſo much in his reputation, that he almoſt 
deſpaired to recover it. This courſe of life, 
however, was not always equally pleaſant to 
him. He had often ſad intervals of ſevere 
reflect ion upon it; and though at that time he 
had not theſe awakened in him from any deep 
principle of religion, yet the hotror which 
Nature excited in bim, (eſpecially'in ſome 
ſickneſſes) made him too eaſy to receive thoſe 
ill and ſceptical principles, with which others 
endeavoured to poſſeſs him; ſo that he was 
ſoon brought to ſet himſelf to ſecure and 
fortify his mind againſt religion, by diſpoſſeſ- 
fing himſelf all he could of the belief or appre- 
henſions of it. To complete his ruin, the 
licentiouſnefs of his temper, with the briſkneſs 
of his wit, diſpoſed him to love the conver- 
fation of thoſe, who divided their time be- 
tween lewd actions and irregular mirth : And 
thus he came at laſt to bead his wit, and 
direct his ſtudies and endeavours to ſupport 
and ſtrengthen theſe evil principles both in 
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himſelf and others. At length, God was 
pleaſed in a very ſtriking manner to bring him, 
by pain and forrow and ſtrong conviction, 
to repentance ; during the courſe of which, he 
ſaid to Biſhop Burnett, In what a con- 
dition ſhall I be, if I relapſe after all this?“ 
but added, . He truſted in the grace and 
goodneſs of God, and was reſolved to avoid 
all thoſe temptations, that courſe of life, and 
company, that were fo likely to enſnare him; 
and he-defired-to live on no other account, 
but that he might, by the change of his 
manners, ſome way take off the high ſcandal 
his former behaviour had given.“ This the 
dying penitent uttered in various terms to his 
ſpiritual friend; with other expreſſions to 
ſome of his former companions, which well 
became his ſtate: giving them a charge to 
publiſh any thing concerning his converſion, 
which might be a means to reclaim others; 
« and praying God, that as his life had 
done much hurt, ſo his death * do ſome 


camo 
We ſhould do well always to carry about 


us a ſenſe of ſuch events; together with that 
R 4 
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excellent advice of Saint Bernard, which i 
one of the great rules for propriety and ſelf. 
government in life; * Inde letari in adaleſ- 
centia, unde in ſenectute non pœniteat: 

To rejoice and take pleaſure in thoſe things 
or perſons, when young, which we ſhall not 
repent of in the wintry ſeaſon of old; age; 
— for though a man be never ſq clear and 
unblameable himſelf, yet by frequenting com · 
pany who are tainted either in mind ot man- 
ners, he will neceſfarily contiact ſome pollu - 
tion from them. 21.2245 316 


9. When Marius was ſent nd the 
Cimbri, his ſoldiers durſt not look the enemy 
in the face; their gigantic ſtature! and bar- 
barous aſpect aw'd the Roman bravery. But 
when they had beheld theſe ſame barbarous 
Germans three days together from the camp, 
their ſpirits revived, their congealed courage 
began to circulate through every vein z they 
not only fought, but overcame the foe they 
had fo lately dreaded. Reverſe the medal, 
and apply it to thoſe connections in which 
the young and inexperienced are daily enliſted 
to their hurt the effect is obvious and ſttik- 
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ing. A youth educated in the principles of 
chriſtianity, cannot at firſt think of the breach 
of a commandment, without trembling and 
inward convulfion : But then he flides into 
ſeemingly trivial commiſſions. The aſſociates 
of his unguarded hours ſtre every pitfall of 
pleaſure with flowers. At firſt, a damp ariſes 
over his mind; and he almoſt inclines to 
doubt there is ſome error in hisprogreſs. He 
becomes uneaſy for a while; yet, urged: by 
example; continues his courſe; and at length 
| conſcience begins to lumber ; its reproaches 
are faint, its ſtings ſcarce perceptible z cuſ . 
once arrived at this. pitch of inſenſibility, he 
heſitates not at many impieties, which before 
were abhorrent to his nature. So true is that 
ancient aphoriſm, Nemo repente fuit tur- 
piſlimus ;'” No one becomes very wicked on a 
ſudden, Negligence and diſtruſt firſt unite 
to weaken the ſacred ſanction of God's com- 
mands, beſore men can preſume to break them. 


10. Euſebius was not one of thoſe plodders, 
who ſeem to diſband all ſociety, and to for- 
ſwear converfation; who place Virtue in 
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Sourneſs, and confound Piety with Spleen: 
No; he was free, eaſy, and cheerful, and 
never refuſed to partake of thoſe feſtivities, 
which recreate the mind and refreſh, the, body, 
without prejudice to the conſcience. This 
was his ne plus ultra, and he thought it 
a noble and an ample field; ſince bere he 
could enjoy every gratification ſuited to a 
rational being, and not unworthy his under- 
ſtanding and his nature. But, to,pawn 
Innocence for Pleaſure (ſaid. he) as many do, 
is to overrate the one, and to undervalue the 
other, To laugh whilſt we ſin, is, in ſome 
ſort, to renew the barbarous cruelty of Nexo, 
who is reported to have played while Rome 
burned ; or, the fooliſh temerity of the Indian 
Philoſopher, who ſung on the funeral pile 
juſt ready to conſume him.” Diſguſted 
therefore at ſuch ſociety, and ſtill more at fol · 
lies which he could neither endure or corre z 
he lamented in ſilent indignation, to behold 
Chriſtians leading the lives of the loweſt 
Pagans, and profaning the beſt religion with 
the fouteſt erimes.— What pleaſure ( would 
be ſay) can any Chriſtian take in thoſe places, 
where Vice rides in triumph, and Virtue groang 
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in a dungeon? Where Goodneſs and Decency 
lie under Contempt, and Irregularity receives 
applauſe ? Where: the beſt actions ate lam- 
pooned, and the worſt glozed over or deified by 
their ſhort-ſighted votaries ? This con- 
ſideration ſo weaned Euſebius from the love 
of the world, that he withdrew into the 
country, and there allied all the qualities of 
a Gentleman ſo handſomely with the duties of 
a Chriſtian, that it was hard to judge whether 
his behaviour was more genteel, or more re- 
ligious. He was wont to ſay, ** Thoſelieunder 
a great miſtake, who fancy that Virtue is an 
enemy to Good-breeding z that a man muſt 
turn off Civility, to become a Saint; and ex- 
clude himſelf from the ſociety of all Men, in 
order to keep up a correſpondence with his 
God. No (continued he) Chriſtianity makes 
men honeſt, indeed, but it does not make them 
Clowns; it forbids Grimace, but not Sincerity; 
it puts a mean between Foppiſhneſs and Ruſti- 
city, and forbids us to ſhew no breeding, by 
affecting to ſhew too much Virtue ſmooths 
the brow, as well as the co ſcience, and 
knows how to temper innocent mirth with 
a ſeaſonable reſeryedueſs and decorum, 80 
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that we may, if we ſo incline, keep up to 
the height of our duty to God, without 
dropping our obligations to good neighbour- 
hood, and abandoning the comforts of 
fociety.” | 


Ma | 


SERMON. VII. 
On Bad Books. 


ACTS xix. 19, 20. 


Many alſo of them who uſed. curious arts, brought 

their books together, and burned them before all 
men : And they counted the price of them, = 
found it fifty thouſand pieces 9 Gu ver, & 
mightily grew the Nerd of God, and 25 
vailed ! 


HE only true happineſs of human life 

conſiſts in a virtuous and religious con- 
duct, formed upon virtuous and religious 
principles, The greateſt enemies we can 
have, and the moſt formidable temptations 
we can encounter, are thoſe which tend to 
deprive us of this felicity, either by corrupt- 
ing thoſe principles, or caufing us to decline 
from that conduct. 


Tt was on this account, my young friends, 
that I endeavoured to fet forth fo fully in my 
laſt, the fatal conſequences of Bad Company 


to both; to ſhew you, in agreement with 
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Saint Paul's declaration, that there is 2 
neceſſary and unavoidable connection between 
evil communications, and a depravity of 
manners, . 


The word made uſe of by the apoſtle, and 
rendered Communications *,“ js of exten- 


ſive import: It may imply, not only Conver- 
ſation, but Reading alſo; and conſequently 
leads us to another mode of evil communi- 
cation, by which good morals are as much 
prejudiced, as by bad company. For it is 
certain, that the reading of corrupt, irreli- 
gious and profane Books, tends, in an eſpecial 


manner, to pervert the judgment, to inflame, 


the paſſions, and pollute the mind, 


Willing, therefore, to point out every dan- 


ger You have to encounter in your journey, 


through life, I propoſe to offer a few obſer- 


vations, and to give you ſome neceſſary 


cautions reſpeQing © Bad Books,” The per- 
nicious effects of theſe were ſo palpable to the 


Epheſian Converts mentioned in the text, 


that they judged rightly, no other method 


boat, Ses Parkburf's Greek Lexicon, ** | 
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could teſtify the ſincerity of their converſion, 
than the total deſtruction of them: And 
though the value of what they burned was 
great, —upon the loweſt calculation exceed - 
ing two thouſand pounds ®,—yet they choſe to 
annihilate ſo much property, rather than, by 
ſelling theſe books, to propagate infamy, and 
communicate the knowledge of thoſe vile 
practices which they taught. A noble exam 
ple of real and diſintereſted repentance ; the 
ſeal and proof of which, is always the putting 
away and avoiding every occaſion of ſin, 
Nor can the value of any thing, however 
great, be in any degree comparable with the 

price of truth, and the practice of virtue, 


The books which the Epheſians buried 
were ſuch, as inſtructed them in the & curious 
arts” of ſorcery and magic, for which that 
city was famous ; inſomuch, that thoſe arts 
were even proverbially called Epheſian 
Letters. The profeſſors of theſe arts, were 

a ſet of infamous and deſpicable miſcreants, 
who pretended to communications with in- 


» See Calmet, . Arbuthnot, * n | 
en the place, ö g 
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fernal ſpirits, and were extremely luſteumeo- 
tal, by their diabolical perſuaſions, to diſburb 
the peace, and deprave the morals of the 
people. | 


The light of Chriſtianity has diſpelled the 
darkneſs and ignorance of theſe pretended 
arts; and there ate not at preſent any. com» 
poſitions more harmleſs than thoſe which 
treat of this ſubject. From books of this 
kind, neither young or old are in any 
danger. Thoſe which are to be dreaded ; by 
which the miſchief .is done, and which 
unhappily abound amongſt us, are books of 
irreligion, and of immorality z writings, 
whoſe ſorcery is more bewitching, and whoſe 
magic is infinitely more fatal: for they 
attempt to corrupt either our Principles or 
Practice, 


1 ſhall conſider, them under theſe .two 
heads; adding ſome ſhort ſtrictures on Books 
of Enthuſiaſm. And firſt, with reſpe& to 
books which attempt to influence and cor- 
rupt your Religious Principles,” be ad- 
viſed, my young friends, never to take them 
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into your hands, or to concern yourſelves with 
them, Much of your happineſs in life de- 
pends upon the ſtedfaſtneſs of your religious 
principles. 1 ſuppoſe you, by the care and 
inſtruction of your parents and paſtors, well 
grounded in theſe, and ſufficiently able to 
give, when a _ occafion demands, a 
ſatisfactory acoount of the hope that is in 
you. If this be the caſe, what poſſible end cah 
it anſwer, for you to perplex yourſelves with 
thoſe ſubtle diſtinctions, and nice objections, 
which-enemies to the Goſpel of Chriſt have 
been ſo ſolicitous to raiſe? Lay it down as 
an infallible truth, that both the ceconomy 
of nature and of grace is liable to a variety 
of ſeeming obje&ions, which, with our limited 
and narrow faculties, we can never hope 
totally to remove. And conſider, with re- 
ſpe& to 44 Revelation” in particular, that the 
very term implies a diſcovery of ſomething, 
to which the unaided human mind was in- 
adequate : And therefore it is moſt reaſonable 
to ſuppoſe, that the human mind muſt be 
inadequate to the full comprehenſion of what” 
that revelation 3 W it is 
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the province of reaſon to examine the evi- 
dences of a revelation ; But when once thoſe 
evidences have fully approved themſelves, 
Reaſon immediately ſubmits herſelf to the 
guidance of humility and faith. 


Do not imagine that 1 am pleading for a 
blind deference to opinions, or that I would 
recommend to you an implicit ſubmiſſion to 
eſtabliſhed modes of faith, without proper 
and deliberate examination. This is a prin- 
ciple moſt abhorrent to truth, and to all im- 
provement in knowledge; a principle, which 
makes a man a Mahometan at Mecca, with 
juſt as good reaſon, as he is a Chriſtian at 


London. No; the religion of Jefus Chriſt 


expects and ſolicits examination: Nor is it 
poſſible for any one to be a Chriſtian, in the 
proper ſenſe of the word, without fuch exa- 
mination ; without a knowledge of the evi- 
dences upon which he grounds his faith. 
And I am thoroughly perfuaded, that one 
very. pregnant ſource at leaſt, of the Juke- 
warmneſs and indifference diſcernible in the 
lives of ſo many profeſling chriſtians, as well 
3 
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23 of the facility wherewt h others fall a pey 
to popith ſuperſtition, inßdelity, and enthu- 
ſiaſm, is @ want of this thorough examina- 
tion; is an  unaequaintedneſs-with the ſolid 
grounds avd reaſons of their belief. Look 
at the lives of -thoſe who firſt embraced, the 
religion of, Jeſus ; Sec how glowing was their 
zeal 3 how vigorous their piety ; bow exten : 
ſuve cheir benevolence l The religion of Jeſus 
is ſtill the ſame: The ſuccours of divine 
grace are equally open and operative: But 
bere lies the great difference; T hey became 
Chriſtians by choice; We are born and-made 
ſuch, without any choice of our own, "They 
took not up their religion, but on the 
ſtrongeſt convidion of its truth: We profeſs 
that religion, becauſe we happen to be born 
of parents Who proſeſſed it, and who, in 
early infancy, baptized us. into it; and ho 
perhaps, further, thought it neceſſary juſt to 
teach us a little Catechiſm by rote, and then 
left us to ſhift ſor our zeligious principles as 
well as we, could. (b e e 


Let me believe; and let me hope, my young 
Kriends, that Your pareais. and inſtructions 
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have done more for you; that they have ſhewn 
you the evidences of the chriſtian faith, 'and 
have enabled you to oppoſe and confute thoſe 
ſubtle arguments which Infidels' and Deifts 
may throw in your way. If they have not, 
ſtrengthen yourſelves by the peruſal of ſome 
one or other of thoſe many excellent per- 
formances, which the advocates for Chriſti- 
anity have compiled in proof of its divine 
original. Conſider the train of evidence at 
large; and upon the ſubject of any material 
objections, either read ſuch writers as are 
of allowed and univerſal character, or con- 
ſult ſuch perſons of ingenuity and candour, 
as you think are able, and you may be aſſured 
will be ready, to remove your ſcruples,” and 
convince your mind. Thus fortified and 
eſtabliſhed in the truth (for I am thoroughly 
fatisfied, that the conſequence of ſuch a 
ſerious and ſincere inquiry will be an elta- 
dlichment in the truth) make it your chief, 
your only care to fulfil the precepts of the 
goſpel ; not to diſpute about its divinity, or 
to attend to objections which may poſſibly be 
urged againſt it. Our Saviour hath promiſed 
that „ they who do his will, ſhall know of 
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the doctrine whether it be of God.” Loet it 
be your labour to gain increaſe in ſuch know - 
ledge by this life of obedience : And for che 
reſt, paſs over in negle& whatever Deiſts 
and Inficels may urge; nor make ſo idle a 
waſte of time, or perbaps ſo ſad a ſhipwreck 
of your mind's quiet and peace, as to loſe 
your hours in peruſing their ſubtle and per- 
plexing performances. Their grand buſineſs 
is to,embarraſs and confuſe; and it is often 
enough for them, if they cannot ſubvert, to 
render arguments dark and doubtful : Un- 
reſtrained by any motives of religion or 
decency, they fear not to ſpeak bold things 
with confidence, and to pronounce groſs 
ſalſehoods, even againſt their Gon: T bough 
anſwered a thouſand times, they heſitate not 
to urge and re- urge the ſame ſtale objections, 
and have the temerity to repeat the blaſphe- 
mies afreſh, whereof their predeceſſors have 
been fully convicted: For, it ſeems, in the 
cauſe of inkdelity, want of novelty is no 
reproach, nor the repetition of profaneneſa 
any ſhame; as its fautors dread, not the 
immediate yengeance of God, while allowed 
dy the * arm to affront Him with impu- 
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nity. And Gop forbid, that the eivit arm 
ſhould interfere in this caſe ! Gop forbid, 

that in a land of liberty, any man ſhbuld be 
precluded from the free delivery of his ſenti- 
ments! for though many and great evils 
unqueſtionably ariſe from hence, yet it is as. 
unqueſtionable that the good preponderates ; 
and I think it is clear to a demonſtration, 
that however individuals may have been hurt, 


the cauſe of Chriſtianity in general has been 


advanced and benefited by oppaſition, and 
the oppoſition of Infidels i in | particular. 


This it were eaſy to ſhew ; as well as how 
the Infidels of ancient and modern times have 
ſhifted the argument ®; diametrically oppoſing 
and confuting each other and this perhaps 
we may take ſome future occaſion to ſhew : 
But for You, my young friends, let it 
ſuffice, to urge againſt all their objections, 
that Chriſtianity has now been profeſſed for 
near 2000 years; that it has withſtood all the 
attacks which perſecution and ſophiſtry, in 
their moſt varied forms, could make againſt 
it; that it is allowed on all hands to be 3 


„ Sce Gerhard's excellent Diſſertations, 
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moſt benevolent religion, calculated in the beſt 
manner for the improvement of morals, and 
the felicity of men; that if it were to be 
taken from you, it would be moſt difficult to 
ſupply its place with any thing at all compa- 
rable ; that if its evidences could be fub- 
verted, with them all hiſtorical evidence, and 
all the faith of ancient times muſt fall ; and 
that, in ſhort, upon the preſumption of the 
falſchood'and impoſture of Chriſtianity, per- 
ſect doubt end ſcepticiſm muſt enſue, and the 
only ſyſtem in which à man could take 
ſhelter would be downright Materialiſm ; 
would be in the gloomy diſbelief of 8 proui - 
dence here, and of an immortality hercafrer þ 


In the view of theſe conſequences, what 
advantaged can you difcern to yourſelves, 
from eſpouſing the cauſe of infidelity ? Cer- 
tainly none;; and therefore, you can have no 
temptation to peruſe the works of thoſe, who 
are che patrons and teachers of infidelity. 
Books of this kind, you will carefully 
not only as extremely triflipg, but as likely to 
prove extremely pernicious : Trifling, becauſe 
if their arguments bave no effect, they will 
Tm 
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conſume your important moments without the 
leaſt improvement: Pernicious, becauſe if their 
arguments have their effect, they will deprive 
you of the beſt hopes which human creatures 
can enjoy; and will entirely . corrupt your 
morals,” which, indeed, for the moſt part, is 
the grand foundation ns * of all infi- 
delity. | 


But books of Infidelity, are not thoſe alone 
which are to be dreaded, as the“ corrupters 
of morals.” There are books whoſe imme - 
diate and direct tendency it is, to ſerve the 
cauſe of Immorality, and to be the foul 
vehicles of indecency, obſcenity and pollu- 
tion. Theſe are a kind of writings ſo impure 
and defiling, that it is ſcarcely poſſible: to 
ſpeak of them without incurring ſome degree 
of defilement ;——for who can touch pitch.and 
be clean? And they are ſo prejudicial and 
obnoxious to all purity of mind, that the 
leaſt ſhare of virtue, I muſt believe, will be 
ſufficient to render them odious and diſguſting. 
Nor will you, if you have the leaſt regard 
for religion, the leaſt reverence for yourſelves, 
ever be perſuaded to degrade your nature ſo 
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You will find, * young friends,” the 
combat with your paſſions ſufficiently ſtrong: 
You will find that every method you can uſe 
to keep thoſe paſſions in fubjeQion will be 
requiſite : + But if you allow yourſelves in the 
ufe of any thing which ſerves to inflame and 
arouſe thofe paſſions, how can you ever ex- 
peQ a victory over them? And, believe me, 
books of that immoral fort, from the uſe of 
which I am difluading you, are inflammatory 
to a high degree, and the more to be dreaded, 
as ſome of them preſent their poiſon under a 
fpecious covering, and gild with —— 
beauty the horrid bart which they EE 
your virtue. | 


10277 


It is indeed 2 melancholy reflection, that 
any'fuch books ſhould be extant amongſt us; 

tis melancholy to think that any of the 
human ſpecies ſhould have ſo far loſt all ſenſe 
of ſhame, all feelings of conſcience, as to ſit 
down deliberately, and compile a work, in- 
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2 work, which, for zught they know, may 
ſerve to pollute the minds of millions, and 
propagate contagion and iniquity through 
generations yet unborn: Living and ſpread- 
ing its baneſul effects long after the un - 
happy hand which wrote it is moulder'd 
into duſt; but perhaps, not ſo long as the 
unhappy Mind, which compoſed it, is paying 
the due puniſhment for its offence in the 
doleful regions of futurity. Good God | if 
the authors of fuch writings could feel this 
reflection; if they would confider the num - 
berleſs youths, whoſe minds may be blaſted 
by their evil efforts; if they would confider, 
that works of this kind once made public, 
are impoſſible to be recalled; that however 
they may themſelves repent of the evil, it is 
yet of ſuch a nature, as can neuer be re- 
paired ! for which no reſtitution can ever be 
made I If men would a moment attend to 
this reflection, certainly we ſhould hear no 
more of ſuch contaminating works : certainly 
fome of thoſe who have taken the Devil's 
office, and turned cerrupters of our youth, 
in the preſent day, would endeavour to be 2 
exemplary in their repentance, as they have 
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been notorious and noxious by their ſhameful 
publications, 40 
It is a Rriking obſervation made by one of 
the fathers, that „ as the authors of good 
books may hope to find their future crown. in 
glory brightened by the degree of. wiſdom- 
and virtue, which their writings impart 
through ſucceſſive generations; ſo the writers. 
of bad ones, may well dread an increaſe of 
puniſhment in the future world, propor- 
tionate to the pollution they ſpread, and the- 
in effects which their writings ſhall produce, 
ſo long as they continue to be read.. 


There cannot be a more awakening er- 
ample to perſons who are any ways concern 4 
in writings of this kind, chan that unhappy, 
witty, and profligate nobleman, whoſe repen 
tance, it is to be feared, however advanta- 
geous and honourable to "himſelf, will never 
be ſufficient to counterbalance the conti- 
nued in. effects of his Iooſe and filthy writ- 
ings. And it is remarkable, that upon bis | 


— Chriian Direftory, trandated by: DI 
Stanhope, p. 247. and the Anecdotes p. 2454 | 
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death-bed, this reflection gave him the keeneſt 


uncaſineſs : On which account he was ex- 
tremely anxious to have all his profane and 
lewd pieces burned, as well as to call in, if 
poſſible, — but alas l that was impoſſible — all 
the copies of them which had been unhappily 
diſperſed. Giving thoſe perſons who were 
neareſt to him a ſtrict charge to do ſo; and 
« Acknowledging, with a fincere contrition, 
that thoſe works were only fit to promote 
Vice and Immorality : That by them he had 
| moſt highly offended God, and ſhamed and 
blaſphemed that holy religion ny mon 1 
bad been dagtined ©,” 


I cannot conclude this head, without ex- 
preſſing my concern for, and bearing my 
teſtimony at leaft, againſt another ſpecies of 
corruption, eminently fatal to the minds of 
our people in general, and of our youth in 
particular: I mean the looſe and obſcene Prints 


and Pictures, which, to the great ſcandal of 


good manners and religion, are not only 
engraved and ſold, but publickly expoſed in 


® See Biſhop Burn*t's account of the death, c. of the 
Earl of — 
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the moſt frequerited parts of the metropolis. 
There are in this Chriſtian land, men, that 
have been baptized too, and call themſelves 
Chriſtians; who yet, lamentable to think! 
ſtart not at any profeſſion or mode of gain 
and heed not, if they can clothe their own 
backs, by what beaftly vices they are ſup- 
ported, or by what deſtructive methods they 
procure their foul maintenance, 

1 wonder not ut theſe : Dead to then? 
they are dead to virtue: But 1 wonder ut 
thoſe, who, placed in ſuperior ſtations by the 
providence of God, are made the guardians 
of a people's liberty and virtue; who, dig- 
nified with the honour of Magiſtracy, poſſeſs 
the higheſt and moſt ſacred truſt; a truſt, 
which, certainly, as much reſpects the'morals, 
as the properties of the people; and for their 
regard to, or negleR of the one no lefs than 
the other, they muſt certainly render an ac- 
count to Him, whoſe vicegerents they are. 
And in the preſent inſtance, the Jaws have 
amply provided. But if the Magiſtrates 
ſleep, and the laws have no execu ion, who 
cam wonder that the people trample on and 
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deſpiſe them? Who can wonder that the 
morals of the people grow daily more and 
more defiled ? Who can wonder that ſuch a 
Magiſtracy grows contemptible, while even 
Royalty itſelf is not reſpected; and. while 
ſuch prints as we have hinted at, even make 
their vile obſcenity a ſhameful eos for 
<Jaring treaſon ! 


Turn we from the unpleaſing 5 ah 
Our hopes are in xou, wy young friends; 
our wiſh is to preſerve your virtue unpolluted, 

that ſo you may become public, as well as 
private bleſings. For this purpoſe, let me 
. .exhort, let me adviſe, let me beſeech You, 
never to contemplate, much leſs to ,purchaſe 
or poſſeſs any of thoſe ſeducing and laſcivious 
repreſentations, which you will find the 
. panders and patrons of Vice ſo ſolicitaus to 
recommend to your notice and attention, 
Keep in your view, as much as poſſible, the 
fair and ſpoyJeſs forms of Virtue and Religion, 
and you will hold Obſcenity and Immorality, 
in their juſt degree of abhorrence ; as mon- 
ſters which, like Milton's Sin, bowever en» 
Fhanting they may ſeem at the firſt view, are 
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— Cone, wy 
the mothers of Death. | 


There is a third ſpecies of kids; which 
are, in ſome re ſpects, as pernicious as' either 
of the foregoing, and conſequently as care · 
fully to be avoided. I mean writings of the 
Enthuſiaſtic kind; which are frequently: 
found as prejudicial to the mind's repoſe, - and 
to the [proper conduct of life, as books of 
Irreligion, or Immortality. But here you mult 
take great care, not to ſtigmatiee with the 
name of Enthuſiaſm works of genuine piety 
and pure religion. Tis a common error in 
the preſent times: Men fit ſo looſe to reli- 
gion, that whatever tas an high appearance 
of it, in ſelf-juſtifieation they brand with the 
name of Enthuſiaſm, You will be wiſer, 
my young friends; for I hope your conduct 
will be too blameleſs and exemplary'to need 
any ſuch poor and delufive evaſions, fuck: 
miſerable ſelf · deceit. Nevertheleſs, there \s 
a real and a very eſſential difference betwerm. 
Religion and - Enthuſiaſm . The one 46 


® See a Sermon, entitled, “ Cautions againſt Meiko! 
diſm z or, Unity recommended,” Printed for Faden, 
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gentle, amiable, and beneficial, as the other 
is wild, offenſive, and hurtful. - To avoid 
the latter, ſo far as reading is concerned, 
let me give you one rule: * Make it your 
fixed practice never to read any books of 
piety and devotion, but ſuch as are written 
by men of known and eſtabliſhed characters; 
ſuch as bave-the Ramp of merit, and are af 
allowed reputation.” You can run no-hazard = 
from the peruſal of theſe; and it is very 
pleaſing to think that we have a great variety 
of them, Our language abounds; with a 
larger number of writings, on all the branches 
and topics of religion; than perhaps any 
other; ſo that there is choice ſufficient 5 
And certainly, in this cafe, it would be very 
ſimple to waſte your time in the peruſal; of 
writers of doubiful credit, and bich perhaps 
may warp your ſentiments, and do infinite 
prejudice to your minds, when you ey 
employ that time much more to your emolu- 
ment, in the peruſal of authors well approved, 
capable of inſtruQing, edifying, comforting z 
and by which, you will be ſuite neither ® be 
. deceived nor miſled, ow, : 
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Theſe then, my young friends, are the 
three kinds of Books, which, anxious fot 
your perſeverance in virtue, I would earneſtly 
wiſh you never to handle ;—Books of Infi- 
delity, Immorality, and Enthuſiaſm, "Would 
to God that all of this kind, like the Books 
of magic at Epheſus, were brought together 
and burned ! We might then hope that the 
word of God would more grow and prevail. 
For, doubtleſs, to this growth they are 
amongſt the ſtrongeſt obſtacles: However, 
as this is rather to be wiſhed than expected; 
as Books of this kind, in the preſent corrupt 
ſtate of things, will continue'to abound ; it 
muſt be your care, your moſt cautious endea- 
vour, to preſerve your minds pure from their 
pollution, by never fuffering them at All 
to engroſs your time and attention. It is 
with Reading, my young friends, as with 
Company; nothing more obnoxious than bad, 
nothing more advantageousthan good: And as 
in the caſe of Company we adviſed you to avoid 
the contagion of evil, by feeking as much as 
poſſible the happy protection of good; to, 


with reſpe& to Reading (which we have here- 
toſote {© largely e edel, and Nh 
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affords ſo fine a fund of pleaſure and profit) 
let it be your ſtudy to lay out your leifure 
hours in ſuch as is uſeful and 9 AM and 

t 4. nr 7 
you will have the leſs propenſity for Juch as is 
trifling and hurtful, 4 b 
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The Engliſh language abounds with eK 
cellent writers, not in diyinity only, but in 
every branch of uſeful, and entertaining 
ſcience: You will reap, from an attention 
to ſuch authors, not only an increaſe of 
Wiſdom, but alſo of Virtue, her fair com- 
panion; and by theſe will, be introduced to 
an . acquaintance with ſuch Happineſs, as 
Vice never knew, as all the gayeſt (genes of 
Immorality. could never afford, or 
ih rv Mee 65 
Be aſſured, all your felicity in this life, as 
well as in the next, depends upon the purity 
and ſanctity of your ſouls. Endeavour to 
preſerve theſe moſt ſacred: Keep à guard 
upon your inmoſt thoughts, and ſuffer nothing 
to enter, or at leaſt to dwell there,, which 
may contaminate their whiteneſs z or cauſe 
that conſcience to reproach, you, whoſe 
minuteſt admonitions are moſt ſacredly to be 
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regarded; for they are faithful, and if duly 
heeded, will undoubtedly preſerve you from 
evil, And in the laſt place, let me obſerve, 
that if in all your reading, as well as in all 
your actions, you make it your conſtant 
cuſtom, before you enter upon them, ſincerely 
to intreat God's bleſſing, and to requeſt that 
He would proſper what you undertake to its. 
proper and deſired purpoſe; then will you 
never open a book, immoral or irreligious ; 
then will you never deliberately do any thing 
impure and defiling ; but, guided by this ſingle 
rule, will perſevere unblamable unto the end, 
ſeeking conſtantly the glory of God, and in 
that ſearch finding the eternal ſalvation of 
your own ſouls. Which, &c. 


ANZCDOTES on the pernicious tendency and 
effect of Bad Books, © 


(1.) „ Words, ſays Mr. Addiſon, are the 
tranſcript of choſe ideas, which are in the 
mind of man; Writing and printing are the 
tranſcript of words, As the Supreme Being 
has expreſſed, and, as it were, printed His 
ideas in the Creation, Men expreſs their ideas 
in Books; which, by this great invention of 
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latter ages, may laſt as long as the ſun and 
moon, and periſh only in the general wtetk 
of nature. Books are the legacies which a 
great genius leaves to mankind, and which are 
delivered down from generation to generation, 
as preſents to the poſterity of thoſe who are 
yet unborn, Now, if writings are thus 
durable (continues he) and may paſs ſrom 
age to age throughout the whole courſe of 
time, how careful ſhould an author be of 
committing any thing to, print, that may 
corrupt poſterity, and poiſon the minds of 
men with vice and error? Writers of great 
talents, who employ their parts in propagat- 
ing immorality, and ſeaſoning vicious ſenti- 
ments with wit and humour, are to be looked 
upon as the peſts of ſociety, and the ene- 
mies of mankind. They leave Books behind 
them (as it is ſaid of thoſe who die in, Diſtem- 
pers which breed an ill- will towards their 
own ſpecies) to ſcatter infection, and deſtroy 
their poſterity. They act the counterparts of 
a Confucius, or a Socrates; and ſeem as it 
were ſent into the world to deprave human 
nature, and fink it into the condition of 
brutality.” See SpeCtator, Ne 166. 
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(2.) Dr. Young (whoſe moral and poetic 
pen has been ſo well employed in the cauſe of 


truth and virtue) ſpeaks with a noble reſent- 
ment of this proſtitution of genius. 


Tbe flowers of Eloquence, profuſely pour'd. 
O'er ſpotted Vice, fill half the letter'd world; 
As if to magic numbers' powerful charm 
"Twas given to make a civet of their ſong: 
_ Obſcene, and ſweeten ordure to perfume. 
Wit, a true pagan, deifies the brute, 
And lifts our ſwine-enjoyments from the mire: 
Can powers of genius exerciſe their page, 
And conſecrate enormities with ſong ? 


Art, curſed art! wipes off th' indebted bluſh 
From Nature's cheek, and bronzes every ſhame. 

Man ſmiles in ruin, glories in his guilt, 

And Infamy ſtands candidate for mare 


(3.) The laſt mentioned ſentiment of this 
fine writer is ſtrikingly confirmed by the 
following ſtory of an atheiſtical author. This 
man, at a time when he lay dangerouſly fick, . 
| and had defied the affitance of » neighbour- 


1 hes 7 3 
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* 
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ing Curate, confeſſed to him with great con- 
trition, that nothing ſat more heavy at his 
heart, than the ſenſe of his having ſeduced the 
age by his writings, and that their evil in- 
fluence was likely to continue even after his 
death. The Curate, upon further examina- 
tion, finding the penitent in the utmoſt 
agonies of deſpair, and being himſelf a man 
- of learning, told him, that he hoped his caſe 
was not ſo deſperate as he apprehended, ſince 
he found that he was ſo very ſenſible of his 
fault, and ſo ſincerely repented of it. The 
penitent ſtill urged the evil tendency of his 
book to ſubvert all religion, and the little 
ground of hope there could be for one, whoſe 
writings would continue to do miſchief, hen 
his body was laid in aſhes, The Curate 
fiading no other way to comfort him, told 
him, „that he did well in being afflicted for the 
evil Detign, with which he publiſhed his book, 
but that he ought fo be very thankful that 
there was no danger of its doing any hurt: 
That bis cauſe was ſo very bad, and his argu- 
ments ſo weak, that he did not apprehend 
any ill Effects from it: In ſhort, that he might 
reſt ſatisfied, his performance could do no 
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done whilſt he was living.” To which, 
added, for his farther ſatisfaction, that be 
not believe any, beſides the author's particu- 
lar friends and acquaintance, had ever been 


the pains of reading it, or that any body, 


after his death, would ever Inquire after it.“ 
But (ſee the vanity and inconſiſtency of t 


buman mind 2 the dying man had ful fo 
e 


much che pris and frailty of an author In 
him, as to be cut to the heart with theſe con- 


ſolations and without anſwering the good | 
man bis confident, aſked thoſe abaut him 


( with a peeviſhne(s too natural to a fick per- 
ſon) © where they bad met with one ſo. igno- 
rant, and whether they thought Him a Proper 
perſon. to attend one in his condition?“ 
The Corate finding that the author gid not 


* 


mote miſchief after bi 4050, thap it 5 


expect to be dealt with as a real and ſincete 
penitent, but as. a, penitent of Importance, 


after a ſhort admonition withdrew ; not 


queſtioning, but he ſhould be again ſent, for, 
if the ſickneſs grew deſperate. The unhappy ' 


author, however, recovered for that time, and 
afterwards lived to write two or three other 
ttacts, with the ſame ſpirit, and, very luckily / 
T. 4 


% 
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for mankind, and his own reputation, vith the 
fame acceptance and ſucceſs, _ 


$* 


I.) It deſerves our ſerious remark, this Us 
the atheiſtical writer Lucretius bithſelf, is 
reported by two ancient authors to have fun 
mad, and to have killed himſelf; fo likewiſe 
two ingenious gentlemen of our own nation, 
| (Mr. Creech and Mr. Blount) who did no 
great ſervice to their generation by turning his 
works into Engliſh proſe and verſe, found 
ſomething ſit ſo heavily upon their minds, 
though they were in no mean outward cireum- 
ſtances, that both of them followed their 

admited author in his diſmal exit; putting an 

end to their lives with their oon hands. 


The one hanged, and the _ piſtol'd 
bimſelf, | 


FO ” 
(5.) What a bleſſing to mankind, bmg 
and in his writings, was the ingenious, humble 
and pious Mr. Boyle! what a common peſt 
to ſociety was the fallacious, proud and 
. * Impious Hobbes ! Accordingly! we find the 
former bad adieu to this world with the 
© utmoſt ſerenity, honour, and hope]; white the 


- 


* 


other went out of it in the dark, with an 
odium on his name, . as well as with terrible 
apprehenſions of an unknown future, He 
had been an inſtrument of the prince of 
darkneſs, in poiſoning many young gentlemen 
and others with his wicked principles, as the 
late Earl of Rocheſter (heretofore mentioned) 
confeſſed with extreme grief in the hours of 
affliction. It is remarked by thoſe who eri- 
tically obſerved the author of The Levia- 
than,” that though in a humour of bravado, 


he would ſpeak very ftrange and unbecoming 
things of God, yet, in his ſtudy, in the dark, 


and in his retired thoughts, he trembled before 


bim. What could make this ſtrange man 


awake in ſuch terror and amazement, if bis 


candle-happened to go out in the night? but 
that he was unable to bear the diſmal reflec- 


tions of his deſolate and gloomy mind; and 
becauſe he neither knew how quite to extin- 
- guiſh, nor yet how to bear the light of con- 


+ ſciente, that candle of the Lord,” within 


* . 


— 


* 


gloom of ſolitude. 


bim. Many, alas! appear like Atheiſts in 


their mirth, in wine and company, who are 


quite of other ſentiments in ſickneſs, and the 
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(6.) Among the many reaſons why God, 
beſides a Private and perſonal Judgment to 
every man at death, has reſerved and * . 
men to another Public and general Trial; 
trial univerſal, manifeſt before all, and 22 
formed in full view of the world, of men and of 
angels; — amongſt theſe, ſome have veryratio- 
. pally and awfully ſuggeſted the following, - 
namely, That the good and evil effects of what 
men have done here below, by their, exam- 
ples, their inſtructions, their books, ang the 
like, may alſo come into the account: Which 
cannot ſo conveniently be reckoned. of re- 
warded whilſt this world continues; becauſe 
thoſe effects (of which they laid the founda- 
tions in their lifetime) may be perpetually 
increaſing, ſo long as there are ſucceſſions of 
men capable of proht or of prejudice by them.“ 
Hence it is inferred, that even aſter death the 
effects of men's good or bad actions may add to 
their puniſhment, or . increaſe their reward, 
according to the good or evil examples they 
have given; the uſeful, or pernicious volumes, 
whether in proſe or verſe, which they have 
written; the foundations they have eſtabliſhed 
to promote virtue or diſcourage vice; or 
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the cuſtoms they have introduced to counte- 
nance profligacy and diſſolution of manners. 
Thus ſome are of opinion that Saint Paul, 
for ſtance, may be daily receiving addition to 
his glory and happineſs, in proportion to the 
benefits derived to all ages, by his writings 
and holy life; while diſſolute Poets, profiie 
writers, and the other propagators of vice, 
have their reckoning inflamed and aggravated 
by all the debauchery, occaſioned or held in 
countenance by thoſe looſe compoſitions they 
have left behind them. Surely, if there is 
any conſideration capable to awaken reflection 
and touch the heart, this of all others merits 
the moſt ſerious attention! Who would 
coolly wiſh to hurt the ſouls of others? But 
who (ſtill more dreadful) would deliberately, 
and for ever, ſtudy to deſtroy his — i 


(J.) The oldeſt library of which we wu; 


account, was that eſtabliſhed amongſt the 
Egyptians, by their King Ofymandias ; and 
upon the front of which was the following me- 
morable inſcription, FYXH"'E TAT ETON, 
« Medicine for the mind.“ See Diod. n 


Lib. i. 
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| (8.) The following is apiece of advice come. 
municated by the Jate Dr. Doddridge, in a 
letter to a young man, formerly his pupil; 
on the ſubject. of unprofitable reading in his 
ſphere, who was then entering into, à me?- 
chant's counting-houſe : © Let it, ſays he, 
de your conſtant care, that ſtudy may not. 
interfere with devotion, nor engroſs that 
valuable time, which ſhould be conſecrated: 
to the ſervice of your God. If we are 
abandoned by Him, our genius muſt flag, and 
all our thoughts become languid and con- 
| fuſed, It will be in vain that we ſeek the 
- #fliſtance of Books; for when He ceaſeth to 
28 by them, the moſt ſprightly writers Will 
appear dull, the moſt perſpicuous, obſcure, 
and the moſt judicious, trifling : Whereas, 
if we maintain a continued regard to Him in 
the conſtant exerciſes of lively devotion, we 
+ ſhall enjoy his aſſiſtance and bleſſing in our 
| ſtudies, and then the profiting will quickly 
appear to ourſelves and others, And, (which 
is ſtill more deſirable,) when thus we are con- 
voerſing with God, we are preparing for that 
World of light, where our capacities will be 
gloriouſly improved; where we ſhall be ſur- 
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rounded with the wiſeſt and beſt of company, 
and new ſcenes of knowledge will be daily 
opening to our minds . Let us be conftart 
and jealous in the ſervice of God, and < we 
.ſhall be excellent ſcholars ten thouſand years 
hence ;" * while thoſe who have made the 
_ greateſt improvements in human knowledge, 
yet have lived in negled of God and religion, 
are forgotten upon earth, and configned over 
to the gloom of everlaſting darkneſs. Let us 
remember, that every hour which we take 
From God to give to our books, we forfeit 
ſome degree of future happineſs, which might 
| haye been the reward of that hour, had we 
_ ſpent it aright, And, when we conſider, 
that knowledge is a part of the happineſs of 
heaven, we ſhall certainly find, that, upon the 
whole, we loſe a great deal more knowledge 
_ than we get, by ſuch facrilegious encrogeh- 
ments; even though our ſtudies ſhould ſuceeed 
* more proſperouſly than we have reaſon to ex- 

pet they will.“ 86e bis Wiſe, * Orton, 


F 5p. 110. , * T% 
. 


Ty | 2 77 The more ove ſpirits are enlurg't on Garth, 


The deeper draught {hall * % 
Young, 


26 SERMON, VII. 


(9. The ſame excellent man, amongſt other 
exemplary rules for the direction of his con- 
duct while a ſtudent, has the following : 
„Never let me trifle with a book, with 
which 1 have no preſent concern. In apply- 
ing myſelf to any book, let me firſt recollect 
what I may learn by it, and then beg ſuitable 
aſſiſtance from God: Thus let me endeavour 
to make all my ſtudies ſubſervient to practical 
religion and miniſterial uſefulneſs.” How 
happy would it have proved for many a reader 
to have carried a rule like this conſtantly in 
bis thoughts, as a proper embargo to the 
peruſal of thoſe many volumes, which, ſo far 
from improving, are evidently calculated 
only to faſcinate and poiſon the unguarded 
mind! 


(10,) How remarkably careful the ancients 
were of what books they let their children 
read, may be ſeen in that amiable writer, Mr, 
Rollin, vol. 3. p. 77. of his ancient hiſtory. 
129, Edition. Valerius Maximus, in parti- 
cular, informs us, that the Lacedemonians 
commanded. the books of the Poet Archilo- 


* 
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chus to be removed from their tity, 26 fably- 
ing the reading of them bighly improper for 
their youth, and ſubverſive of deteticy ani 
good. manners. Thus that wiſe nation held 
in little eſteem the elegance and wit of his 
writings; 3 which, however they might refine 
the i imagination, were but too likely to hurt 
the mind, and contaminate the principles of 
their cla. 


(i 11.) On his death. bed, the penitent Eatl 
of Rocheſter was touched with very ſtrong 
 compunAic ion for the various indecencies he 
had diffuſed from his pen; accordingly, we 
have ſcen in the foregoing diſcoarfe, how 
"extremely ſoli citous he was, if it were poſſible, 
to fipprets and ſtifle them, as ſuited only 
to ſerve the cauſe of vice and profaneneſs *. 
He ingenuouſly declared, * that /chat'abſutd 
and foo Pbilofophy which the world 
bad ſo müch admired, as propagated by 
the late Mr. Hobbes and others, had undone 
him, and many more, of the beſt parts in the 

nation :** While his ſenſe of the paſt, and bis 


| * See . a6, 
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hearty. concern for the pious eee bis 


children, made him wiſh, „ That His fon 


explained it) one of thoſe wretched c 
who pride themſelves in abuſing God and re- 


ligion, denying his being, or his Providence z 


might never be a wit ; that i is (as he himſelf 
es, 


but rather that he might become an honeſt, 


and a religious man, which alone could Fen- 


der him the ſupport and * of bis ally, ye 


(12.) Above all, he was, remarkably hearty 
in his endeayours to be ſerviceable, to thoſe 
about him. On which head, we cannot pals 
by that moſt fervent and paſſionate exclama- 
tion of his to a gentleman of ome character, 


who came to viſit him in his laſt illneſs. 


O remember, ſaid he, that you contemn 


| God no more ! He i is an avenging God, and 


. will viſit you for your fins | will, in mercy, 


- — 


I bope, touch your conſcience ſooner or later, 


. * as he has done mine] You and I have been 
ere and ſinners together 4 great while ! 


therefore I-am the more free: with vu. We 
bare hors all irren in, our FREY. apd 
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and groundlef 3, therefore G 7 4 
dene. And, ſeeing g 


e fame 


E fad to him, * 
you, were d 


ae eee 
 Goq will touch your heart.” 


\ (13-) There are perhaps few i alin | 
hiffory that can parallel theſe keen convictions 7 
e awakened mind. De. Va i "ET 


. 


. 
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. e en ene ne 
++ Trath is depotited with man's laſt hour, 
„EE | 
F 


£4 We need go de further than the Ariking 
| cafl befhrs'vs. "Here were parts fo thalted 
by natufe, and improved by ftudy, and i 
bento —— 
was made to one of the glories. 

of bis age; becarhe n Proverb ; und, "if his. 


repentancy had tot tappily interpoſed, work 
8 
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He well knew the ſmall ſtrength of that weak 
cauſe, whoſe arguments had ſo poiſoned his 


Bu 


have been one of the greateſt Reproaches of it, 


mind : And as at firſt he deſpiſed, fo after- 


Wards he abhorred them: He felt the miſ- 
chiefs, and faw the madneſs of their plan; 
and hence, though he lived indeed to the 


ſcandal of many, he died as much to the 
edification of all thoſe who ſaw him; and 
becauſe they were but a ſmaller number, 


he deſired that, through the mouths ind | pens 


of his reverend friends, Dr. Burnet and Mr. 
Parſon, even when dead he might ſtill ſpeak 
good  inftrution to all. Thus, though he 
lived in heart, in writing, and in life a 
heinous ſinner, he died with every hopeful 
ſymptom of a nee — moſt exemplary 
* Ad 


Men may live fools, 
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